DUN GEAGAIN LOCAL AREA PLAN

1.0CONTEXT

1.1 Location

Dun Géagain is a coastal village located off thé&6n the Iveragh Peninsula. Baile an
Sceilg with which it shares many services is lodates km to the south. Although a

certain level of development has taken place betwee two settlements in recent years
they can still be viewed as two distinct settlerse@in Géagain is located within An

Gaeltacht Uibh Rathaigh.

1.2 Population

There are no population figures for the villagedbain Géagain itself. It is located within
the ED of Ballinskelligs (Baile an Sceilg). The jpdgttion in this ED decreased slightly
between 2002 and 2006 from 358 to 355 people.citeelsed marginally in the 2011
census to 372 people.

1.3 Functions & Facilities

Dun Géagain is an important tourist village on 8kellig Ring. Compared to Baile an

Sceilg ,Dun Géagéin is the most concentrated ofwevillages with the wider range of

services.

Dun Géagain has a range of social facilities inclgéa Roman Catholic Church, day care
centre, community centre, hard surface playing ,aeegublic house, shop and an
industrial unit producing veterinary products. fée no grocery shop within the village
but there is one located approximately 500 metréke north of the village on the R566.
The local GAA (St Michaels) pitch is located betwdain Géagain and Baile an Sceilg.

1.4 Infrastructure

There is a public water supply available in théagé. If required can be connected with
and utilise surplus capacity from the Watervilldh&me

There is a primary treatment unit serving the aféa. system is currently at capacity but
there are no current plans to upgrade.

1.5 Urban Form

Dun Geéagain is a traditional rural village, linearform comprised of mainly detached
structures without a set building liapart from an attractive stretch of village streape

to the north of the churchlf this streetscape was further developed it wagilce the
village a more defined core area and urban streciinere are a variety of building types
within the village from the traditional single ségrcottage to the more modern form of
the Cill Rialaig shop. Building heights vary thghout the village. Some new cluster
type developments in the village are of a uniforesign which is untypical of the older
built forms.
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1.6 Built Heritage & Archaeology
There are no Protected Structures or recorded menismwvithin the proposed plan area.

1.7 Natural environment and Amenity

Dun Géagain is located in a low lying pocket ofdabout 500 metres from the shoreline
of Ballinskelligs Bay. The beach is located a sldistance from the settlement node. The
eastern side of the village is zoned Secondaryi8ip&menity in the 2009 —2015 Kerry
County Development Plan. The Ballinskelligs Bay dndy Estuary SAC is in close
proximity to DUn Géagain.

1.8 Vehicular and Pedestrian Traffic
Tourist traffic during the summer months creatésigy atmosphere but during the winter
months, because of its relatively isolated locatraffic is mainly local.

1.9 Employment

The largest employer in the village is BallinskggliVeterinary Products, which contains
a state of the art laboratory and manufacture pisdior the Irish and British markets.
Other employment is provided at the primary scheoad at the community centre. The
Udaras Na Gaeltachta premises are located slightlye north on the R566.

1.10 An Gaeltacht

Dun Geéagain is located within the Gaeltacht UibhhRigh and the preservation and
promotion of the Irish language is critical in ftgure development. It is considered that
the revival of the Irish language college would adiirther attraction to an area in need
of employment and income.

1.11 Growth and Residential Development

Two housing developments on the seaward side ofmiia street have been completed
in recent years. It is likely that these dwellingdl be bought as holiday homes. A few
single houses for permanent residents have beepletad over the same period. The
number of holiday homes constructed in recent ydarsoutweighs the number of
permanent residential completions.

The new housing developments that have taken plage been close to the urban core
and have succeeded in maintaining a compact udoan f

The development boundary for Dun Géagain define®xisting extent of the area where
new development may be considered, whilst alsavatlg for expansion re-development
in the village core. The development boundary igdly determined by topography and
infrastructural considerations. It is the an objectof the plan to encourage the
development of a compact and sustainable villagectsire by ensuring that new
development is contiguous with existing developmantt makes effective use of
backland and infill sites.

All new residential dwellings will have to complyitiv the rural settlement policies as
contained in the County Development Plan.
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2.0DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

The overall vision for Dan Géagain is to maintaimsicompact urban form and develop
a vibrant sustainable village which is an attracéi\place to live in and to visit. Future
development should be in-depth in order to creatstieng and identifiable village core

It is important to maintain the open countrysidewsen Dun Géagain and Baile an
Sceilg The development strategy for Dun Géagain is to ptera more gradual organic
development as a rural village and tourist centoenroensurate with the level of
infrastructure provision Growth in recent years has been largely confineitheécholiday
home sector.

The village is located within a Gaeltacht area @nd important that no development
takes place which will be detrimental to the prommotof the Irish language. It is
considered that the revival of the Irish languagilege would add a further attraction to
an area in need of employment and income.

A limited number of one off dwellings may be pend to connect to the existing
treatment system, otherwise all development shathply with the EPA standards
regarding waste water treatment.

The development strategy for the village is to:

» Ensure that future development should support dstieg role and function of
the village as a small local focal point for itsrewmnding rural community and
should have regard to the scale of the existintiese¢nt and the setting of the
village in an attractive rural landscape.

» Ensure that development does not detract fromriendies that make the Skellig
Ring drive a popular tourist attraction.

* Promote the use of the Irish language and revivddelrish language college.

» Ensure that future residential development withi@ tillage caters for the needs
of the local population who wish to live in the am@n a permanent basis.

* Promote the development of commercial/retail owgést/ing the local community
at an appropriate location

» Facilitate the sustainable development of ecotourend other niche markets
along with the sustainable extension and divesifie of tourist facilities as a
possible source of employment
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3.0 SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

Objective No.

Open Space, Recreation and Amenity
It is an objective of the Council to:

A-1

Reserve lands for the development of a village rg@® indicated on

the zoning map

Objective No.

Commercial/retail Facilities
It is an objective of the Council to:

CR-1

Promote the development of commercial/retail owksving the loc

community at an appropriate location

]

Objective No.

An Gaeltacht Uibh Rathaigh
It is an objective of the Council to:

G-1

Promote the Irish language and revival of the If&siguage college.
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