
  

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF THE MUNICIPAL 
DISTRICT OF CASTLEISLAND -CORCA DHUIBHNE HELD IN CARNEGIE 
BUILDING, CASTLEISLAND  ON WEDNESDAY 10 th JUNE 2020. 
 
MIONTUAIRISCÍ NA CRUINNITHE SPEISÍALTA DE CHEANTAR BARDASACH 
OILEÁN CIARRAÍ -CORCA DHUIBHNE A FOIRGNEAMH OILÉAN CIARRAÍ , 
CONTAE CHIARRAÍ AR AN CÉADAOIN, 10 Ú MEITHEAMH, 2020. 

PRESENT/I LÁTHAIR  

Councillors/Comhairleoirí  

Cllr. M. Oô Shea 
Cllr. B. Fitzgerald  
Cllr. J. Healy Rae  
Cllr. C. Farrelly  
Cllr. B. Oô Connell 
Cllr. F. Fitzgerald  
 
Apologies: Cllr. S. Cosaí Fitzgerald  

In attendance/i láthair  

Mr. J. Breen    Municipal District Manager  
Ms. A.M. Lynch                 Municipal District Officer  
Mr. P. Corkery         Meetings Administrator  
Ms. B. Mulryan   E.E. Castleisland -Corca Dhuibhne MD  
Mr. J. Downes   CO Corporate Services  
 
 
The Meeting began at 12.36pm. Cathaoirleach B. Fitzgerald  made the following 
address: ñCaithfimid tosn¼ anois §r cruinni¼ do Cheantar Bardasach Oileán Chiarraí 
agus Chorca Dhuibhne. Bá mhaith liom fáilte a thabhairt do gach duine anseo agus tá 
siúl agam go mbeadh cruinniú ana mhaith againn. Am an-bhuartha é seo, tá beagnach 
ceithre mhí imithe ón gcruinniú deireanach a bhí againn agus táimid ag troid an diabhal 
covid-19 ó shin. Ón iarracht mhór agus ón obair iontach a rinne an pobal ag leanúint 
an comhairle leighis ón Rialtas táim dóchasach go bhfuil an víreas seo á chosaint 
againn. Sula ndéanfaimid aon rud eile iarrfaidh mé ar gach duine seasamh chun 
nóiméad ciúnais ann i gcuimhne dóibh siúd go léir a chaill a mbeatha le linn na 
h®igeand§la n§isi¼nta seoò. 
 
Before we do anything else Iôm going to ask everyone to stand for a minute silence for 
all those that have lost their lives during this national emergency. Ar dheis De go raibh 
a hanamacha dilis. As a county and a country we have been fortunate and blessed to 
have very brave and dedicated frontline workers. From the bottom of all our hearts Iôd 
like to offer a heartfelt go raibh míle maith agaibh to all those who held the line against 
Covid-19. 
 
The óSafe Streets and Safe Destinationsô Report was noted by the Members as 
follows: 
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1.0 Introduction    
The Covid -19 pandemic and resulting restrictions have understandabl y created numerous 

challenges for retailers and businesses, and Kerry County Council is acutely aware of these 

challenges.    

Kerry County Council is developing an interim Mobility Plan for towns in the county to 

ensure that public health advice and guidelines can be adhered to as shops, retail outlets 

and services in town centres reopen over the coming months.   

Following the publication of the Governmentôs ñRoadmap for Reopening Society and 

Businessò published on the 1st  May 2020, Kerry County Counci l has been working to devise 

simple but effective ways of ensuring that social distancing can be maintained, as is 

reasonable and practical, while ensuring that businesses can resume trading and provide 

their goods and services to customers. This Plan pres umes, based on the Roadmap and 

the prevailing advice of the public health authorities, that social distancing will remain a 

behavioural requirement for the foreseeable future. The public realm in our town centres 

need, therefore, to adapt accordingly.   

The overall aim of the proposed mobility measures is to enable our towns to return to 

work, including enabling retail and leisure activities to restart and businesses to reopen, 

all in line with Government guidelines.  



  

Kerry County Council is putting measures  in place to make the centres of our towns safe 

and welcoming for shoppers, local residents and staff. In order to achieve this, a 

reallocation of road space may be needed in a number of different areas to meet the new 

requirements to maintain social dista ncing and to enable the safe movement of people 

within our towns. This may require flexibility and changes to how retailers and businesses 

operate their deliveries from what has been done before.   

  
There are elements of the Plan which may include chang es to on -street parking, new 

advisory signage and stencil signs and revisions to traffic flow in certain locations. Apart 

from ensuring the safety of those working and shopping in our larger town centres, these 

provisions will encourage people into town ce ntres as the restrictions continue to be eased, 

thereby supporting the wider return to commercial and economic activity. Where possible, 

existing street furniture (sign poles, lighting standards and bollards) will be used for the 

erection of signage.   

  
The option of identifying specific off -peak delivery times for goods deliveries is also to be 

considered. We may therefore need to look at different solutions and develop new ways 

to facilitate deliveries for retailers and businesses in some towns.   

The Hub towns (Tralee and Killarney) and the Regional Towns (Listowel; Dingle/Daingean 

Uí Chúis; Kenmare; Killorglin; Castleisland & Cahersiveen), with significant commercial 

activity have been examined, so too have our 14 District Towns (Ardfert, Ballybunion,  

Ballyheigue, Ballylongford, Barraduff, Castlemaine, Farranfore, Firies, Kilcummin, 

Milltown, Rathmore, Sneem, Tarbert, Waterville). Other villages will be examined having 

regard to any site -specific  risks, such as tourist attractions, which may have a sig nificant 

footfall, albeit on a seasonal basis.    

  

Guiding Principles  
This Plan is guided by the following principles:  

A.  Safety of the General Public   
Å Provide for a ñsafe streetò environment for all users of our town centres, where 

reasonable and practical, to comply with current public health guidance on social 

distancing, allowing sufficient space for a person to keep a 2m separation from 

others and el iminating the potential for persons to be in close contact (less than 

2m separation for more than 15 minutes).  

   
B.  Support economic recovery   
Å Provide measures and facilitate businesses in the recovery of the local economy   

  
C. Prepare for a phased Opening as provided for in the Governmentôs ñRoadmap for 

Reopening Society and Businessò  
Å Stay at Home Restrictions, identified in the Government Roadmap, with the 

restriction on travel being increased from the current 5km to 20km in Phase 2 

(8 th  June 2020) and to  travel from outside the region in Phase 4 (on the 20 th  July 

2020).   
Å Cocooning, with designated specific retail hours coordinated across all retailers 

for over 70ôs and medically vulnerable  
Å The phased opening of retail sectors in the Governmentôs Roadmap, from small 

retail outlets with a small number of staff on the 8 th  June to the opening of other 

non -essential retail outlets, with street level entrance and exit, on the 29 th  June 

and further opening in Phases 4 & 5.  



  

Å Social / Recreational facilities, inc luding cafés and restaurants, providing on  

premises food and beverages opening in Phase 3, with the opening of hotels on 

the 20 th  July    

  

Consultation  
Critical to the effective implementation of this approach is active engagement with 

businesses both in advance of reopening and throughout further Reopening Phases thus 

enabling a holistic approach to managing Social Distancing. It is proposed that the 

Mun icipal District Officers will be the main point of contact with business in this regard. 

Such an approach enables the Local Authority retain control over the Public Realm while 

also enabling unforeseen requirements to be addressed in a positive, timely man ner.  
  
The temporary closing of streets to facilitate the measures identified in this plan will be 

subject to statutory consultation as provided under Section 75 of the Roads Act, 1993 

and S.I. No. 119/1994 Roads Regulations, 1994.    
  
  
  

Methodology   
The appr oach taken to arriving at a set of principles that could be thereafter applied 

countywide, where required, was to firstly examine the main streets/footpaths. In doing 

so, the requirements to facilitate the safe movement of people in the respective town 

cen tres was determined. The level of footfall for each street was then reviewed and 

areas where footpaths were substandard in terms of width in order to achieve the 

2meter social distance requirements were examined and categorised  as follows:    

 

  
Footpath Width  Low Footfall  Medium Footfall  High Footfall  

Greater than 2.5m  Cat 1  Cat 2  Cat 3  

Less than 2.5m  Cat 4  Cat 5  Cat 6 Pedestrianised Area  Cat 7  

  
Table 1: Intervention measures  

Social Distancing ï Facilitating safe pedestrian movement  
Having regard to the current public health guidance, a footpath width of approximately 

2.5m is assumed to be required in urban centres to facilitate Social Distancing, where 

there is high level of footfall, significant level of vehicular traffic flow and increased 

potential for close contact.   
Fundamentally, the safe and free movement of pedestrians is critical to the successful 

reopening of business and society. With this in mind and with a view to defining the 

areas of greatest concern the following categories of intervention are proposed:  

  
  
  
  
 
 

 
  
  



  

CATEGORY 1: Low footfall with footpath widths greater than 2.5m    

  

 

Proposed Interventions:    

A: Signage and Stencilling as appropriate   

CATEGORY 2:   Medium footfall with footpath widths greater than 2.5m  eg Main St, Castleisland   

Proposed Interventions:    

A: Signage and Stencilling as appropriate   



  

  
  
  
  

CATEGORY 3: High footfall with footpath widths greater than 2.5m    

  
Proposed Interventions:  

A: Signage and Stencilling as appropriate  

   
  
  

CATEGORY 4: Low footfall with footpath widths less than 2.5m eg 
Greys Lane, Dingle   

  



  

 

Proposed Interventions:    

A: Signage and Stenc illing as appropriate   

CATEGORY 5:   Medium footfall with footpath widths less than 2.5m eg  The Mall, Dingle   



  

  
Proposed Interventions:   

A: Signage and Stencilling as appropriate  

B: Consider remove car parking if present.  

               Extent of car parking removal, if any, to be determined having first considered the following: 

a. extent of existing parking,  

b. traffic volumes,  

c. the availability of off-streetcar parking locally, and   

d. the nature and range of business along the street.  

C: Localised provision of Street Furniture only and no sandwich boards allowed where carparking 

cannot be removed.  

   

CATEGORY 6: High footfall with footpath widths less than 2.5m eg 
Green St., Dingle   

  

  
  

   

  



  

Å Parking at prescribed times is permitted for deliveries  

Å Some limited short-term parking may be facilitated for access to critical services (e.g.  

medical facilities) for the elderly and vulnerable persons   

INTERVENTIONS  

Signage and Stenciling Examples  

With a view to standardising the approach to communicating advice to members of the public, the 

following options are proposed:  

1)  Stencilling and Pavement Markers   

Suitable for various functions, these provide a low cost means of:  

Proposed Interventions:    

A: Signage and Stencilling as  appropriate   
B: Remove car parking if present.   
                 Extent of car parking removal, if any, to be determined having first considered the following:   

a.   extent of existing parking,   
b.   traffic volumes,   
c.   the availability of off - street car   parking locally, and    
d.   the nature and range of business along the street.   

C: Traffic Lane to be closed / one - way traffic system / street closure where suitable detour is  
available.   

CATEGORY 7:   Pedestrianised Areas     

Proposed Interventions:    

A: Signage and  Stencilling as appropriate.   

( Where removal of parking is proposed  ς   should have the following caveats   



  

a)  providing gently reminders throughout the public realm to maintain a safe distance 

from others.  
b)  Designating the orientation and spacing of queues.  

 

Traditional signage and banners are more suitable at entry or arrival points to busier 

areas, however, they should not in themselves become an obstruction. Examples of such 

locations would include the following where deemed appropriate:  

a)  Town Centre Areas  
b)  Exit points from carparks.  
c)  Entry points to pedestrianised areas.  

 

  
  

    

  

2)   Signage   



  

 

  

Entry points to pedestrianised areas    
  

        

Banners for use in high profile areas    
  



  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  
3) Removal of Parking bays and Lane Closure  

  

Repeater Signage    

  

  

Sleeve signage for use around  bollards.    

  



  

 

  

  

  

  
  

4) Lane Narrowing  

  

Flexi  -  Bollards    

  

  

Orca Bollards  ï   Cyclist friendly bollards    



  

Creation of protected cycling facilities to cater for increased pedestrian movement.  

  

 

  

  
  

  

  

  
  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

DAINGEAN UÍ CHÚIS   

  

  

  



  

  

   



  

  

MAP 1 ς FOOTPATHS GREATER THAN 2.5m   

   



  

  

MAP 2 ς PEDESTRIAN FOOTFALL LEVELS   

   



  

  

 

 

 

MAP 1 ς FOOTPATH GREATER THAN 2.5m   

 



  

  



  

  

 



  

  

 



  

  

   



  

  

MAP 4 ς SIGNIFICANT REQUIREMENTS TO ENABLE SOCIAL DISTANCING   

 

MAP 5 ς TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS  

  



 

 

 

  

21   |  P a g e   
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

C ASTLEISLAND  



 

 

 

    

  

MAP 1  ς   FOOTPATH GREATER THAN 2.5m   



 

 

 

  

23   |  P a g e   
  

  

MAP  2   ς   PEDESTRIAN FOOTFALL  LEVELS   
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MAP  2   ς   PEDESTRIAN FOOTFALL LEVELS   
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MAP  2   ς   PEDESTRIAN FOOTFALL LEVELS   
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