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SUMMARY

Townlands:  



Islandboy (ED Duagh) & Duagh (ED Duagh)
Parish:  



Duagh
Barony: 



Clanmaurice
Local name of graveyard: 

Duagh Graveyard
NGR: 




52092, 58236

RMP Nos.: 



KE017-005





KE017-005001






KE017-006

No. of named tombs: 



7
No. of unnamed tombs: 


1
No. of lintelled graves:



0
No. of Named Headstones and Plots: 

223
No. of Unnamed Headstones and Plots: 
20
No. of Named Gravemarkers:


1
No. of Unnamed Gravemarkers: 

53
No. of architectural fragments: 


2
No. of cross slabs: 



0
No. of Possible Saddle Querns:


1

No. of Holy Wells:



1

No of Miscellaneous Items:


7
1
INTRODUCTION

This report presents the results of an archaeological survey conducted at Duagh Graveyard, Duagh Co. Kerry (NGR: 106161/130621) (Figure 1). The work was undertaken on behalf of Kerry County Council, in accordance with survey specifications provided by the client. 

The report comprises a detailed survey including boundaries, location of paths and desire lines, gravemarkers, tombs, architectural fragments, remains of churches or buildings, dangerous areas of ground collapse and a photographic survey of headstones and gravemarkers linked back to survey drawings. Also included are written descriptions of buildings, cross-slabs and early enclosures; statements on the condition of buildings; suggested suitable/necessary remedial action that may be needed to secure these structures; breaches of the boundary walls, open or collapsed tombs and the condition of paths and entrance gates. A photographic survey of damaged and dangerous structures or features is also included.

2
Site description and location 

Duagh Graveyard (Plate 1) is located within the townland Islandboy (ED Duagh), Co. Kerry, situated approximately 0.90 km north-east of the village of Duagh and approximately 8 km southeast of Listowel (Figure 1). The graveyard is positioned on the eastern side of an acute bend in a cul-de-sac that runs from the village of Duagh. Car parking facilities are provided adjacent the southern and western boundaries of the graveyard (Plate 2). The River Feale Valley is located immediately to the north-east. The land rises gradually to the southwest, south and east where the respective Stack, Glanaruddery and Mullaghareirk Mountain Ranges are located. Notable structures within the vicinity of the site include the site of Duagh House, a medium-sized eighteenth century country house which was built by the Fitzmaurices, but demolished in the 1960’s (www.landestates.ie). Some evidence of a designed landscape associated with Duagh House does survive some of which adjoins the graveyard; tree lined avenues and copses.
The graveyard itself is situated on a gentle sloped angular platform which falls sharply to the northeast into the basin of the River Feale Valley, almost forming a promontory with the surrounding cliffs enhancing the effect. A small stream that forms the townland boundary between the townlands of Islandboy and Duagh runs parallel to the southern boundary of the graveyard and forms a small but steep natural glen. Situated at the base of the eastern cliff within the River Feale Valley is the site of Inchipatrick Island, a natural island created by the meandering course of a tributary of the River Feale which is marked on the O.S. First Edition 6“ Map Sheet 17 (1839) (Figure 2). The island is now landlocked due to agricultural activities in the area and natural silting of part of the tributary.  The surrounding land is mainly used as pasture, the area being well known for its dairy farming. Within the graveyard a portion of ruinous wall may relate to the church structure that is illustrated the on the OS First Edition 6”Map Sheet 17 (1839) and the OS 25” Map Sheet 17-03 (1910) (Figure 2) and is recorded in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) as KE017-005 while the graveyard itself is listed under KE017-005001. Immediately outside the boundaries of the graveyard, a holy well (KE017-006), known as Tubermurry, is probably associated with these ecclesiastical remains.
Overall, the burial ground is well maintained. The grass was recently cut at the time of the survey. The surrounding enclosing wooden area outside the graveyard boundaries limits the views of the surrounding area. For the most part the original graveyard follows a regular plan and is situated on a gentle west-east slope. A noted short break of slope occurs close to the southern boundary before the ground levels off immediately inside the southern boundary. Located to the west of the midway point along this break of slope within the graveyard is the partial ruin of what is probably the southern exterior wall of the church (KE017-005). 
The graveyard has been recently extended to the north-west which more than doubles its size. To accommodate and integrate this extension into the original graveyard, the northern boundary wall and the northern portion of the western boundary wall have been removed and replaced by recent tarmacadam pathways. Within the central area of this now expanded graveyard is located an enclosed brick paved L-plan patio which accommodates a recent stone altar “St. Brigid’s” (Plate 3) along with two galvanised benches which were installed by the Duagh Graveyard Committee. A recent statue of the Sacred Heart is located adjacent to the southern boundary of the extension overlooking the car-parking area. Positioned close to this statue on one of the newer entrances to the graveyard is a large wheeled rubbish bin which is a welcome addition in facilitating in maintaining the cleanliness of the graveyard. A recent water tap is also located inside this southern boundary further to the west. A Grotto is located along the north-western boundary at the end of the central pathway to the graveyard extension and consists of a crucifixion scene situated within a metal pointed-arch trellis archway (Plate 4).
Historic rubblestone walls with rubblestone coping enclose the original graveyard while a recently reconstructed rubblestone wall forms the southern portion of the western enclosing wall. A recent timber post and rail fence links the historic southern boundary wall to the reconstructed western boundary wall. The southern portion of the eastern boundary to the recent extension consists of a rendered rubblestone wall with rendered rubblestone coping and rendered piers. The extreme cold of recent winters appears to have taken its toll on this portion of the wall as much of it is in bad condition. Concrete block walls form the remainder of the enclosing boundaries to the extension with evenly spaced piers reinforcing the structural integrity of the walls to the west and south. Recent rubblestone facing to the eastern portion of the southern wall to the extension facing the road and car-parking area is sympathetic to the historic character of the original walls and softens the visual impact the recent additions. Located inside the north-western and north-eastern boundaries is a recent hedgerow, however the extreme temperatures of recent winters have severally damaged this hedgerow. Two garden areas are located within the graveyard; one positioned within the northernmost corner of the graveyard extension and a second situated along the northern boundary of an easterly projection of the north-eastern boundary to the graveyard extension. 
The graveyard is accessed via three entrances. A pedestrian entrance is located within the western boundary wall of the original graveyard. Flanking this entrance to the north is an historic stile comprising of a number of projecting flagstones protruding from the wall to both the east and west elevations. The second larger entrance is located to the west of this stile within the southern boundary of the graveyard extension. The third entrance, again slightly larger in size is located c. 24.5 m west of the second entrance also within the southern boundary of the graveyard extension.
Within the original graveyard two desire lines were recorded to the west. The main desire line commences at the eastern end of the path and continues in a south-easterly direction before connecting with the southern gravel path that runs adjacent to the southern boundary wall. It continues around to the east where it meets a recent tarmacadam path. 
A number of tarmacadam, gravel and concrete pathways are found around the edge of the historic section of the graveyard and within the extension. Generally the graveyard is very tidy however there is one area outside the boundary to the north-east that has been used for rubbish/plant debris. This appears to have been an area of contention which has resulted in the landowner erecting a sign to discourage this practise. The graveyard is frequently visited by tourists and remains in use. At the time of the survey the headstone of Grave No. 98 was removed and a new plot was constructed around it.
The oldest grave recorded, with a date of 1763, is Grave No. 17 (Plate 5).
Samuel Lewis recorded that ‘The gentlemen’s seats are Duagh House, the residence of M. Fitzmaurice, Esq., pleasantly situated on the Feale’, (Lewis 1837, 521).
In 1775 Charles Smith records that ‘Duagh vic. Church in ruins. Patron, the earl of Kerry, or, sir Maurice Crosbie, Knt.’(Smith 1775, 69).
3
METHODOLOGY

The site survey was carried out on 29 April and 02-05 May 2011 by a team of two surveyors. 

An electronic survey was conducted on the Irish National Grid using a Trimble GPS & GLONASS R6 base and rover. The GPS was supplemented with a Leica TCR407 Total Station and Panasonic Toughbook Rugged Tablet PC with Penmap software when necessary due to tree cover and any resulting loss in GPS signal. All grave plots, gravemarkers, headstones and tombs were surveyed in plan as were any structural remains, boundary walls, openings, paths and desire lines. Finished survey files were exported to AutoCAD where final edits were made. A digital copy of the drawings is provided on DVD (Appendix 5).
Individual graves and/or associated markers or headstones were assigned a unique grave number on the digital survey whether the latter was being carried out using GPS or with a Total Station and Panasonic Toughbook. This unique grave number is also used to identify the individual graves within the database (see below). 

The photographic elements of the survey were accomplished using a Canon Power Shot A650 IS digital camera. The camera was set to assign a consecutive sequence of unique photo numbers throughout the survey. These numbers were cross‐referenced with unique database entries and in a hard copy photo register. The photographic survey encompassed all extant structures/remains, boundaries, entrance gates, damaged/dangerous structures or features as well as individual graves and grave furniture. All photographs are provided on DVD (Appendix 5). 

All descriptive data relating to the survey was entered into a custom-designed Microsoft Access relational database, which comprises of four linked tables. One table relates to the graveyard, one to the individual graves within it and one to all other significant features surveyed within that graveyard; the final table is a register of all photographs. The database allows all relevant information for the graveyard (and its internal features) to be linked together; entries can also be queried by item type e.g. named and unnamed, tombs, headstone, gravemarker, miscellaneous. Appendices have been generated automatically from the database using filtered reports
The descriptions throughout the database and within this report were compiled using standard National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) terminology and methodology where suitable, with guidelines and techniques from other established UK and Irish government sources being respected throughout (RCHME 1996; DEHLG 2001; RCAHMS 2004; EH 2004 and 2006; NIAH 2006). In addition, terminology and methodology was cross referenced to standard texts of buildings archaeology and architectural history (Robertson 1990; Curl 1999; Morris 2000).
4
The Results

4.1
Boundaries

The boundaries of Duagh Burial Ground have gone through several phases of alteration within the last 200 years. Examining the OS First Edition 6” Map Sheet 17 (1839) (Figure 2), the ruins of Duagh Church are marked within a small rectangular graveyard (probably occupying the most level area close to the entrance of the current graveyard). No visible remains of this initial boundary to the graveyard were observed during this survey. By the time of the publication of the OS 25” Map Sheet 17-03 (1910) (Figure 3), the graveyard has expanded to a large polygon shape that represents the historic area of the current graveyard. Later on in the twentieth century the graveyard has expanded considerably to the northwest to the size that it is today. No specific boundaries are recorded on either the OS First Edition 6”Map Sheet 17 (1839) or the OS 25” Map Sheet 17-03 (1910) around the Tubermurry Holy Well except for adjacent field boundaries associated with the Duagh House Estate.
For the most part the boundaries visible on the OS 25” Map Sheet 17-03 (1910) (Figure 3) are still extant with the exception of most of the northern boundary having been removed and replaced by a tarmacadam pathway to facilitate the enlargement of the graveyard. These walls consist of roughly dressed mortared rubblestone with convex render coping and have an average height of c. 1.50 m (Plates 6 & 7). The majority of the southern boundary and northerly portions of the north-eastern boundary are overgrown with ivy. Some portions of the wall have been repaired and re-pointed. Varying and contrasting techniques of pointing have been applied to certain sections, especially to the northeast boundary. This repair work is unsympathetic to the historic character and aesthetic appeal of the rubblestone masonry (Plate 7). Only a short section of the original historic rubblestone wall survives to the western boundary between two piers at the point where the stile is positioned (Plate 8). The remaining southern section consists of recent rubblestone with rubblestone coping and extends to meet the enclosing walls for the Tobermurry Holy Well. The southern boundary does not meet the western boundary in the south-western corner of the graveyard. Instead a recent timber post and rail fence runs at an obtuse angle to the southern boundary and joins the western boundary at the intersection with the boundary for the Holy Well (Plate 9).
Boundaries to the graveyard extension differ greatly to the historic boundaries and vary in height from 0.9 m to 1.25 m. A partially rendered rubblestone wall with render rubblestone coping and rendered square-profile piers forms the eastern boundary of the extension and links with the historic rubblestone wall. This portion of the eastern boundary measures approximately 32.5 m long and survives in poor condition; recent harsh winters and exposure to the elements have resulted in large portions of the rendered and masonry to collapse (Plate 10). The remaining portion of the north-eastern boundary along with the north-western and the western portion of the southern boundary comprise of ashlar concrete block walls with square-profile concrete block piers (Plate 11). The eastern portion of the southern boundary consists of a rendered internal (north) elevation with rubblestone facing and coping to the external (south) elevation. These walls are in good condition.
Planted parallel to the interior of the north-eastern and north-western boundaries is a recent low hedge. At the time of the survey it was observed that the hedge may have been partially killed, possibly due to the harsh weather conditions (Plate 12).
Recommendations

Removal of the majority of the ivy from the southern boundary of the historic section of the graveyard would greatly improve its appearance. Any such works would involve the re-pointing of the walls using correct (lime) mortars with flush or recessed pointing. Ribbon pointing must be avoided as its use would detract from the structure’s historic character. The complete removal of the ivy would also result in a loss of a natural habitat and should be avoided.

Spraying or broadcast application of herbicides must be avoided on the boundaries although spot and wipe-on applications may be necessary with the occurrence of some noxious weeds. Broadcast spraying of herbicides on the walls is undesirable as it is both harmful to wildlife and can destroy the natural lichens that grow on the stonework, which are a characteristic of historic masonry walls.

Immediate remedial works should be carried out to the eastern boundary wall of the graveyard extension where weather conditions have had a detrimental effect

Monitoring of the damaged hedge would allow a full assessment of its condition. Should there be damaged or dead plants, these would need to be replaced. 
Any extensive works relating to the management of the overgrowth on the boundaries and the repairing of dead areas of hedgerow should be avoided during the period from the 1st day of March to the 31st day of August in accordance with Section 40 of the Wildlife Act 1976, incorporating section 46 of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000, to avoid disturbance to wildlife.
4.2
Entrance

The graveyard is accessed from the car park area via three entrances which are located along the western and southern boundaries. All the entrances are in good condition. The first; a pedestrian entrance is located within the western boundary wall to the original graveyard. This entrance consists of square-profile dressed rubblestone and tooled limestone gate piers with dressed rubble limestone coping and supports a recent single-leaf wrought-iron gate (Plates 8 & 13). An historic stile is located immediately to the north of this entrance and comprises of projecting flagstones protruding from the wall to both the east and west elevations that form steps to give access over the wall (Plates 8 & 14). A movable limestone block forms the first step to the exterior (west) elevation. 
The second entrance which is larger and allows passage of vehicles into the graveyard is located to the west of the stile in the southern boundary of the graveyard extension. This entrance appears to be of historic origin as it comprises of a pair of square-profile tooled limestone piers with dressed rubble limestone coping (Plates 15 & 16). These piers support a recent set of double-leaf galvanised wrought-iron gates. A recent water tap has been added to the interior elevation of the western gate pier. An internal moveable bollard to the interior pathway prevents unauthorised vehicular access to the graveyard. 
The third entrance is a more recent addition and can also allow the passage of vehicles into the graveyard extension. This westernmost entrance within the southern boundary to the graveyard extension comprises of a recessed entranceway flanked by rendered concrete block walls with rendered concrete block piers supporting painted double-leaf wrought-iron gates (Plate 17 & 18).

Recommendations:
Repointing of the bedding planes to the tooled limestone piers.

Any re-pointing of the walls should be done using the correct (lime) mortars with flush or recessed pointing which are sympathetic to the historic character of the graveyard. Ribbon pointing must be avoided as its use would damage the structures historic character

4.3
Pathways

A number of different pathways were located within Duagh Graveyard which utilised a variety of materials, namely concrete, tarmacadam and gravel.
Inside the pedestrian entrance to the historic section of the graveyard, a recent tarmacadam pathway commences and leads northwards before turning sharply to the east, following the original route of the boundary wall. Within the historic section of the graveyard, a gravel path travels eastwards for a distance of approximately 12 m from the entrance at the start of the tarmacadam pathway. A second gravel path is located around the edge of the graveyard to the south and east (Plates 6 & 7) and joins with the initial tarmacadam path to the north. Both gravel paths are in reasonably good condition, however weed growth is being to penetrate through the southern gravel path along with a gradual encroachment from the ivy to the boundary walls.
Within the graveyard extension, a number of concrete, gravel and tarmacadam paths are found leading around and in between the plots. Located roughly in the central area of this extension is a recent brick paved platform which accommodates two recent galvanised-iron seats and a cut stone altar (Plate 3). Enclosing this area is a low rubblestone wall which contains raised beds, an aspect which enhances the visual appeal of the area. All of these features are generally in good to excellent condition.
Recommendations

General maintenance of the paths should be undertaken. Supplementary gravel should be added to areas where the gravel is thin. The removal of ivy on the boundary walls will stop the encroachment of this plant onto the paths. Weed growth on these gravel paths should be controlled and can be achieved through hoeing of the gravel and removal of the weeds.
Spraying or broadcast application of herbicides on the paths must be avoided. Spot-spraying can be used to control noxious weeds but the cheapest and most wildlife-friendly solution is to clip any rambling weeds such as brambles, ivy, etc. The “Guidance for the Care Conservation and Recording of Historic Graveyards” issued by the Heritage Council (2010) states that: 

“Spraying of herbicides to control weeds or grass is very

undesirable as it kills native plants and the insects that live

on them and may poison birds and animals that either

come in contact with the chemicals or eat seeds and

insects that have been sprayed. These chemicals can also

cause pollution of streams by being washed into nearby

drains,

As most historic graveyards are relatively small in area it is

usually feasible to use more environmentally-friendly plant

control methods such as hoeing or digging or pouring on

boiling water. Boiling water should not be used on or

very close to graves or headstones.”
4.4
Desire lines

Within the historic area of the graveyard, two desire lines were recorded in the western half of the burial ground. Both desire lines commence at the eastern terminal of the short gravel path that runs from the western entrance, and diverge to the east and southeast. The northern desire line which diverges to the east is relatively short and has an approximate length of 9 m. This desire lines leads between a plot (Grave No. 19) and a tomb (Grave No. 20) and gives access to the central area of the graveyard. The main desire line which diverges before the tomb (Grave No. 20) in a south-easterly direction is more frequently used (Plate 19). Weaving in between the graves, it connects with the start of the gravel path which borders the graveyard on the interior of the boundaries.
4.5
Named Tombs

In total eight tombs were represented in Duagh Graveyard, seven of which were named (Grave Nos. 15, 20, 208, 272, 280, 283 & 285). Of these, the majority are in poor condition and are heavily overgrown. This conceals the degree of degradation that has occurred to these structures. Only the tombs at Grave Nos. 20, 280 & 283 are in good condition; however ivy growth is beginning to cover Grave No. 283 which also features a court in its west elevation. All of the tombs except for Grave No. 285 are rectangular in plan and vary in construction, with rubblestone walls featuring either dressed limestone or roughly dressed rubblestone quoins. The tombs at Grave Nos. 20, 272 & 283 are distinguished by the use of external smooth rendering (Plate 20).

Grave No. 285 differs from the other tombs and is roughly L-shaped in plan (Figure 4), however due to collapse and excessive overgrowth, other details of this tomb may be hidden and its large size may be the result of an amalgamation of one or more tombs. Considering its polygon shape, the morphology of this tomb (if it represents a single tomb) resembles the form of a mausoleum. An external court area is located at the front (east) elevation (Plate 21). Measuring over 4.6 m north/south and east/west, it is unclear if the roof was constructed from masonry. A wall mounted plaque on the east elevation attributes the tomb to the McElligott family. Large limestone slabs leaning to the west of the tomb may also be associated with it. One such slab was inscribed ‘… Martin J Costello ... Their Posterity Tomb…’; due to the lack of clarity as to whether or not this stone belongs to Grave N. 285 or not, it was ascribed its own number; Grave No. 291 (Plate 22).
Grave No. 280 belonging to the Hickey family is also distinguished within the graveyard for its tomb design, which follows classically inspired architecture. Constructed in finely carved tooled limestone, the tomb features recessed panels on the walls which are flanked by pilasters at the sides and are surmounted by an unadorned architrave beneath a moulded cornice supporting an ogee-curved hipped roof (Plate 23). The tomb is in very good condition with the only exception of some settling of the foundations which has caused some of the bedding planes and masonry joints to part.
Grave No. 15 located close to the western entrance appeared to be undergoing restoration works at the time of the survey. The tomb survives in reasonable condition with the recent restoration and pointing to the masonry taking place on its west and south elevations. The east and north walls along with the roof are in poor condition, with the remains of ivy roots indicating that the tomb was once overgrown, which may have caused much of the damage (Plate 24). This tomb is also the oldest, bearing a date of 1799. It belongs to the Stack family and is further distinguished by the inclusion of a faded inscription on the roofing slab.
Recommendations

Measures should be taken to secure the tombs from further collapse; the control of overgrown vegetation and prevention of excessive growth should be a priority. The complete removal of ivy from the affected tombs would leave them in need of immediate conservation, without which further structural collapse may occur. Such work would involve the restoration of areas of collapse along with the re-pointing of the walls using correct (lime) mortars with flush or recessed pointing. Ribbon pointing must be avoided as its use would damage the structures historic character. The complete removal of ivy from tomb Grave No. 283 would ensure its survival as the overgrowth is in its early stages.

The control of vegetation at the severely overgrown tomb Grave No. 285 would allow access for a proper assessment of its structural stability and allow for a plan to be developed for its conservation and/or restoration.

All maintenance and repair work should use the necessary skills and materials that are available which are sympathetic with the historical character of the graveyard.

Any extensive works related to the management of the overgrowth and restoration/conservation works to the church structure should be avoided during the period from the 1st March to 31st August in accordance with Section 40 of the Wildlife Act 1976, incorporating section 46 of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000.

4.6
Unnamed Tombs
One unnamed tomb was recorded; Grave No. 249. The tomb is located just to the east of the central area of the historic section of the graveyard and is positioned overlooking a break in slope to the south. The tomb is heavily overgrown by trees, brambles and ivy with only the southern elevation clearly visible (Plate 25). A large mound of rubble to the north extends around the east and west elevations and blocks much of the tomb. What appears to be a large tree stump is present on the top of the tomb. 
Recommendations

Further investigation is required to assess the structural integrity of this tomb and the best method of future management. The control of overgrown vegetation should be a priority in this case and vegetation should be clipped to prevent further colonisation. Full removal of the overgrowth would represent a loss of habitat for wildlife. Any such substantial works that involved disturbance/maintenance of the overgrowth should not be performed between 1st March and the 31st August in any year in accordance with Section 40 of the Wildlife Act 1976, incorporating section 46 of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000.

Removal or tidying of the mound of rubble to the north would allow access to all elevations of the tomb and would also facilitate the elimination of one of the more hazardous areas of the graveyard. Care should be taken as there is a high potential that further gravemarkers and graves may be uncovered beneath the mound of rubble. Also the presence of a possible saddle quern (Miscellaneous No. 04) within this mound indicates that there is a high potential that other items of archaeological or architectural interest are present. Given this potential, any works should be carried out under the supervision of a suitably qualified archaeologist.
4.7
Named Headstones and Plots

There are 223 named headstones and plots within Duagh Graveyard. The majority of these are in good condition and mostly date to the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The oldest inscribed headstone bears a date of 1763 and belongs to Grave No. 17 (Plate 26), commemorating Thomas Connor. This headstone was also an unusual example as it featured a prominently carved cross on its east elevation. Four other headstones and plots dating to the latter half of the eighteenth century (Grave Nos. 16, 19, 37 & 39) were located close to Grave No. 17 and form a notable cluster in the western area of the graveyard. 
The majority of headstones are associated with plots except for 55 headstones which are without plots. There is great variation the types of headstones present from Celtic Cross forms to simple inscribed limestone uprights. Modern polished marble and granites headstones of different designs are the most frequent. A common trend can be seen in relation to the construction of the plots; Early examples from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries tend to have tooled limestone plinth walls which sometimes support cast and wrought railings (Plate 26) Later twentieth century and twenty-first century examples tend to have render or rendered plinth walls which develop into polished limestone, granite and marble plinths. Most of the plots are either grass covered or have been recently sealed using render/concrete mixtures to produce a level internal area which is usually covered by various types of gravel. There are also a small number of horizontally laid headstones or ledger slabs that are mostly concentrated in the western half of the graveyard.

Several other graves are of special interest. One fine example of an unusual plot is Grave No 213, belonging to the Brosnan family.  This displays an interesting combination of a carved limestone Celtic Cross headstone coupled with tooled limestone plinth walls, surmounted by a decorative cast-iron railing enclosing an internal area which contains six inscribed horizontally laid limestone headstones (Plate 28).
Grave No. 172 is of interest as it commemorates Mrs. Joanna McElligott who died at the age of 100 years (Plate 29).

An unusual example of a headstone at Grave No. 36 is worthy of note as the it features a large ornate central disk set within a recessed area and dates to 1839 (Plate 30)
Located in the very eastern corner of the graveyard is an IRA memorial which was erected by the North Kerry Republican Committee (Plate 31).
During the duration of this survey, the headstone which marks Grave No. 98 was removed and construction of a rectangular plot around the grave commenced.

There are a limited number of broken or damaged headstones and plots, e.g. Grave No. 91 where the headstone has been knocked over and fallen down the hill onto surrounding plots. Aside from this the only other areas that require attention are the partially overgrown headstones and plots e.g. Grave Nos. 262, 263, 272 & 278) (Plate 26).
Recommendations

Repair broken headstones and replacement of missing sections of railing to affected plots. Remove weed growth at plots.

An application of a suitable rust inhibitor and fresh coat of paint should be applied to all the wrought and cast-iron railings of the various plots to prolong their life.

4.8
Unnamed Headstones and Plots 

There were only 20 unnamed or illegible headstones and plots present during the survey of Duagh Graveyard. One of these was a broken headstone or plinth block for a headstone (Grave No. 107). The vast majority of unnamed plots consisted of large horizontally laid stone slabs e.g. Grave No. 24 (Plate 32). Some of these unnamed headstones and plots are partially affected by vegetative overgrowth e.g. Grave No. 276 (Plate 33).
Recommendations

General maintenance of the headstones and plots. Overgrown ivy at Grave No. 276 should be removed which might result in the uncovering of an inscription.
4.9
Named Gravemarkers

One named gravemarker (Grave No. 232) was recorded within Duagh Graveyard. This modest gravemarker was located to the east of an unnamed overgrown tomb (Grave No. 249) and consisted of a galvanised-iron cross with a centrally mounted name plaque (Plate 34). No other singular named gravemarkers were present during this survey. 

4.10
Unnamed Gravemarkers

In total 53 unnamed gravemarkers were recorded within Duagh Graveyard. The majority of these were concentrated in the central third of the graveyard and consisted of simple locally sourced stone, usually thin pieces which were placed in the ground e.g. Grave No. 168 (Plate 32). For the most part they were all in good condition although several appeared to have fallen over e.g. Grave No. 75. 

Grave No. 86 proved to be an exception, as the marker consisted of a wrought-iron cross (Plate No. 36).
Grave Nos. 304 & 305 are also recorded as Miscellaneous Items (Nos. 02 & 03 respectively) as both join together to form part of a larger carved stone slab which displays a simple raised border moulding (Plates 37 & 38). A small tooled arc is visible on the stone of Grave No. 304 however the corresponding part of the arc is buried below the surface of the stone for Grave No. 305. A deeply carved curvilinear channel is also visible above the grass of the stone for Grave No. 305. 

Recommendations

Continued maintenance of the grass in the interior of the graveyard will ensure that these graves have greater visibility which helps in greater safety while walking.

Measures should be taken with regard to the construction of any new plots within the historic area of the graveyard to insure they do not have any impact on existing gravemarkers. Due care should also be taken of the possibility that new gravemarkers may be uncovered when/if these are being constructed around existing headstones/plots.

4.11
Ruined church

The church ruin is listed within the RMP as KE017-005. There was limited evidence for a church ruin within this graveyard as it appears that later graves have removed much of the above ground walls. The only possible feature (Miscellaneous No. 05) which could relate to a portion of a wall structure was located above the southern break in slope adjacent to Grave Nos. 19 & 274. This consisted of an extremely overgrown section of a lime mortared rubblestone wall (Plate 39). The overgrowth (consisting of ivy) has disturbed much of the masonry, with random stones lifted and suspended within the ivy growth. A rubble mound located c. 9.5 m to the east adjacent to Grave No. 149 may also be related to the church structure.

Examining the OS First Edition 6”Map Sheet 17 (1839), the church is described as “in ruins” and is represented by a rectangular symbol. However further deterioration of the church is evident on the OS 25” Map Sheet 17-03 (1910). This illustrates that the only surviving portion of the church was the southern wall with a larger portion of the western gable and a short portion of the eastern gable remaining. 
Recommendations

Measures should be taken to secure the existing ruin from further collapse. Taking into consideration the diminutive scale of the surviving portion of the wall, this would primarily be achieved through the complete removal of the attached vegetation and preventing its spread. Any such work would leave the small portion of surviving wall in need of immediate conservation, without which structural collapse may occur. Such work should involve the re-pointing of the walls using correct (lime) mortars with flush or recessed pointing and the stabilisation of the masonry to prevent further weather or vegetative erosion. Ribbon pointing must be avoided as its use would damage the structures historic character. The inclusion of a sign at the conserved wall stating that it forms part of the church would be of interest to the many visitors that frequent the graveyard.

4.12
Miscellaneous Items:

4.12 (i) 
Holy well

Miscellaneous No. 6: Named as Tobar Mhuire and illustrated on the OS First Edition 6” Map Sheet 17 (1839) and OS 25” Map Sheet 17-03 (1910) as “Tobermurry”, the holy well is situated adjacent the graveyard on the southern side of a small stream that runs parallel to the southern boundary (Plate 40). The well is situated on a north-facing slope and is surrounded by mature trees which are probably associated with the historic Duagh House Estate. Overall the well and associated features are in good condition and are enclosed by a large multi-sided polygon enclosure which consists of corner-sited square-profile render piers with painted metal railing. A short avenue to the north leads across a bridge over the stream to the splayed entrance adjacent the car-parking area.  Some ivy growth covers the piers around the bridge, but is of no immediate concern. A drainage ditch to the south and east of the enclosing boundaries protects the area from animal encroachment. 

Positioned at the top of the slope to the south of the enclosure is a recent altar dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary (Plate 41). The altar is in good condition and is comprised of a roughly dressed rubblestone pier surmounted by a white marble counter, on which is mounted a carved stone hoodmoulding/lintel (Miscellaneous No. 10, Plate 42) that is of historic origin, possibly locally sourced from the nearby ruins of the church or Duagh House. A statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary is positioned behind the carved stone hoodmoulding/lintel. Access to the altar is via a concrete path to the south which is in turn flanked by concrete staircases to the east and west.

The well itself is situated midway along the eastern staircase on the western side (Plate 43). Situated in a recess to the north, it is circular in plan and consists of mortared rubblestone walls (Plate 44) with an upturned tooled limestone window sill reused to form a step to the entrance of the well (Plate 45). During the time of this survey, the well itself was dry. A recent metal collection box flanks the entrance to the well to the south while a render Celtic Cross with the inscription “Tobar Muire” on the plinth block signifies the location of the well.

The entrance comprises of a set of double-leaf wrought-iron gates which are hung on the north side of the bridge. A wrought-iron archway displaying the name “Tobar Mhuire” surmounts the outermost piers of the splay entrance where they connect with the surrounding rubblestone walls of the graveyard and road boundaries.

4.12 (ii) 
Architectural Fragments

Miscellaneous No. 10: Currently forming part of an altar associated with the Holy Well (Miscellaneous No. 06) is a finely carved moulded granite lintel/hoodmoulding (Plate 41). The item is of historic origin, and may possibly have been sourced from the ruins of the church within the graveyard or from the closely located Duagh House when it was demolished. The stone is in good condition and does not show any signs of damage.

Miscellaneous No. 11: Another example of the reuse of an architectural item is the presence of an upturned tooled limestone window sill which forms a step at the Holy Well (Miscellaneous No. 06) (Plate 45). The sill survives in good condition.

4.12 (iii) Possible Saddle Quern

Miscellaneous No. 04: Located within a mound of rubble which partially covers the unnamed tomb (Grave No. 249) was a possible fragment of a saddle quern (Plate 46). The fragment appears to be broken and consists of a portion of a sub-oval shaped basin. A series of inscribed lines on one end might indicate that the item was also used as a whet stone for sharpening metal implements.
4.12 (iv) Miscellaneous Items

Miscellaneous No. 01: Situated on a gentle slope close to the southern boundary beside a plot (Grave No. 83) was a disturbed tooled limestone plinth block (Plate 47). Representing the base of a headstone, the original location of this grave memorial is unknown. A small maker’s plaque ‘T. McAuliffe’ was noted to the upper edge.
Miscellaneous No. 02: Also marking a burial (Grave No. 304), this carved stone is a broken off portion from the neighbouring headstone Miscellaneous No. 05 (Grave No. 305) with both originally forming part of a larger carved stone slab. The stone displays a simple raised moulding on the northern edge while the pecked portion of an arc is visible on the upper (southern) corner (Plate 37). The corresponding portion of the arch to Miscellaneous No. 03 is below the ground surface. It is not clear what this stone slab originally formed, it may possibly relate to the church which was located nearby to the south.

Miscellaneous No. 03: This large carved slab also marked a burial (Grave No. 305) and originally formed part of a large carved stone slab with Miscellaneous No. 02. The stone displays a simple raised moulding forming a border which develops into an ogee curved raided panel at the southern end. A deeply carved curvilinear channel is also visible above the grass at the south end (Plate 38). 

Miscellaneous No. 07: Situated within the grave and overlooking the car park area from the north is a statue of the Sacred Heart (Plate 48). The statue is mounted on a rendered pedestal which has an inscription on the southwest elevation:

‘In Memory of

The

Golden Jubilee

Of Holy Cross Convent

Listowel

1984’

 While to the rear (north-east) elevation, there is a recently mounted plaque inscribed:

‘Kindly Donated

To Springmount

Graveyard Duagh

By The

Presentation

Sisters

Listowel

2007’

The statue is in fair condition however some damage was noted at the base of the statue and some of the paint is beginning to flake off. 

Miscellaneous No. 08: Located adjacent to the north-western boundary of the extension is a Grotto (Plate 4). The grotto consists of a carved crucifixion (either carved marble or caen stone) which surmounts a render pedestal with a statue of the Grieving Mary. The pedestal appears to be a later addition to the crucifixion scene as it is made using render. Differences in the form of the Christ and Mary statues indicate that they belong to different periods. Enclosing the grotto is a recent iron mesh arbour arch which is flanked by rose bushes.
Miscellaneous No. 09:  Located in the central area of the graveyard extension is ‘Saint Brigid’s Altar’ (Plate 3). The altar is situated within an enclosed brick paved patio which also accommodates two galvanised benches. A plaque at the altar commemorates its installation by the Duagh Graveyard Committee in 2003.
5
Summary of recommendations for future management/ conservation
The following recommendations are made in relation to the on-going and future management and conservation of the graveyard at Duagh:
· The control of certain areas of overgrowth within the graveyard should be a primary concern to prevent further degradation and collapse of interior features including gravemarkers and tombs. This should not take place at the expense of the natural habitats that this vegetation provides to local wildlife and any such works should be avoided during the period from the 1st March and the 31st August in accordance with Section 40 of the Wildlife Act 1976, incorporating section 46 of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000.

· Attention is drawn to the poor condition of the majority of the tombs within Duagh Graveyard. Most are severely impacted by vegetative overgrowth which has caused structural collapse. Many require immediate restoration to ensure their structural stability. Any such works should use available methods and materials that are sympathetic to the historic character of the graveyard and do not detract from its historic appeal.

· In particular, tomb (Grave No. 285) requires immediate attention with regards to the management of overgrowth and to assess if the structure represents an enclosed tomb or an open mausoleum. This would facilitate the provision of an appropriate management plan for this tomb. 

· Complete removal of the vegetative overgrowth around the remains of the possible church walls (Miscellaneous No. 05) is necessary as it has had a severe impact on the masonry. Such works will require immediate conservation and restoration of the wall including repointing.
· An application of a suitable rust inhibitor and fresh coat of paint should be applied to all the wrought and cast-iron railings at the various plots to prolong their life.

· Control and management of the overgrowth on the boundary walls.

· Spraying or broadcast application of herbicides must be avoided on the boundaries although spot and wipe-on applications may be necessary with the occurrence of some noxious weeds. Broadcast spraying of herbicides on the walls is undesirable as it is both harmful to wildlife and can destroy the natural lichens that grow on the stonework, which are a characteristic of historic masonry walls. Broadcast spraying can also promote ivy growth since the sprays remove other plants that compete against the ivy for space.

· Immediate remedial works should be carried out on the eastern boundary wall of the graveyard extension where weather conditions have had a detrimental effect. 

· Areas of dead trees within the surrounding enclosing hedgerow of the graveyard extension should be replaced.

· Any extensive works related to the management of the overgrowth at the boundaries and the repairing of dead areas of hedgerow should be avoided during the period from the 1st March and the 31st August in accordance with accordance with Section 40 of the Wildlife Act 1976, incorporating section 46 of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000.

· General maintenance of the gravel paths should be undertaken. Offending weed growth should be removed and supplementary gravel should be added to areas where the gravel is thin. 

· Rubbish bins should be regularly emptied. 

· The publications: Guidance for the Care, Conservation & Recording of Historic Graveyards by the Heritage Council (October 2010). And The Care and Conservation of Graveyards by the Office of Public Works should be consulted prior to the carrying out of any maintenance work on the burial grounds or church.

· An information board presenting historical and archaeological information would make an excellent addition to the site.

· Any proposed ground works should be monitored by a suitably qualified archaeologist.

· The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) should be updated with the recently found archaeological items: Broken carved stones (Miscellaneous Nos. 02 & 03), Broken saddle quern fragment (Miscellaneous No. 04) and the architectural fragments (Miscellaneous Nos. 10& 11).
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