SUBMISSION ON THE PROPOSED DRAFT
AN DAINGEAN ELECTORAL AREA
LOCAL AREA PLAN 2020-2026

IN RESPECT OF 5.6 ACRES OF LAND LOCATED ON EASTERN SIDE OF
MILLTOWN

PREPARED FOR MARCANN LTD., C/O ANN MARIE KISSANE,
BALLAGH, BEAUFORT, CO. KERRY.

1.0 Introduction
1.1

We, Reeks Consulting Engineer have been retained by Marcann Ltd. to

prepare this submission on the Draft An Daingean Electoral Local Area Plan 20202026 in respect of circa. 5.6 acres of Land on the eastern side of Milltown. The area of
land is also clearly delineated on the attached Site Location Map.
1.2

This particular section of land is located approximately 900m east

of the Milltown intersection of the N70 and the R563 which defines the centre of
activity. The land is within easy walking distance of key amenity, service provision
(existing waste water and mains water network within existing Ballyoughtragh
Heights development) and within the existing 50km speed limit. It is therefore
respectfully requested that having regard to the location of the subject land and the
surrounding characteristics that the subject land is zoned for New/proposed residential
use.
1.3

The purpose of this report is to secure appropriate residential zoning on the

land. The report will seek to clarify to the planning authority and any interested third
parties why zoning of the subject lands should be considered in the Draft An
Daingean Electoral Local Area Plan 2020-2026 and demonstrates how a proposed
development would comply with national regional and local policies and guidelines.

2.0

Context of Landholding
2.1

The land at present is undeveloped and can be described as prime development

potential, with access onto the main eastern approach to the town. The land can be
serviced via the public water supply and the public sewage system. Further more the
lands can be easily linked with the town centre through the provision of the existing
roads and footpaths and it is proposed to facilitate the development of the roads and
footpaths as part of the overall development of these lands. The existing entrance is
also located within the existing 50km speed limit. There is existing waste water and
mains water network within existing Ballyoughtragh Heights development that can
connected to for any future development.

3.0

Submission of the Landowners
3.1

It is our opinion that the inclusion of these lands will give an opportunity to

define the boundary on the eastern approach and create a clear distinction between
town and country. Development of these lands would counter the proliferation of a
linear form of ribbon development located on the outer lying extremities of the
settlement at present and eliminate the infill site of unzoned lands that is being
created.
The subject land is located approximately 0.9km from the town centre, within easy
walking distance of existing town amenities. It is respectfully submitted to the
planning authority that the subject land is located in closer proximity to the town
centre than other residential zoned land, located on the eastern approach into the
town.
Our clients are anxious to apply for planning permission on the lands as soon as the
residential zoning has been proposed and from there develop the lands.
The lands have not been highlighted as a flood risk in the CFRAM Maps.
The lands are strategically located on the R563 Regional Route, within the existing
50km speed limit and if zoned the lands would also allow for a connection to the
proposed Indicative Relief Road.
If the lands are not zoned New/proposed residential it could have huge financial
implications on my clients.

4.0

Compliance with Residential Zoning Criteria
4.1

It is further submitted to the council that the zoning/development of the

subject land would adhere with the European Charter of Pedestrian Rights in that it
provides pedestrians with the right to live in an urban centre tailored to the needs of
human beings and not to the needs of the car, given its location within walking and

cycling distance of amenities and services in the town centre and on this basis alone, it
is submitted to the planning authority that the subject lands should be appropriately
zoned for New/proposed residential use.

5.0

Requested Zoning
5.1

It is respectfully requested that the subject lands in their entirety are included

within the development boundary of the Draft An Daingean Electoral Local Area Plan
2020-2026 and zoned appropriately for New/proposed residential use.

6.0

Conclusion
6.1

It is considered that the Draft An Daingean Electoral Local Area Plan 2020-

2026 provides significant opportunity to co-ordinate the growth of the settlement in an
era of reduced development pressure, particularly given its location close to Tralee,
Killarney and Killorglin. The subject land provides significant opportunity at this
juncture to reinforce the physical fabric of Milltown and advocates sustainable
development practises making the most efficient and effective use of land that will
otherwise become overly constrained over time by the continued pattern of block
development along road frontage, which will sterilise the land to the rear.
The dezoning of lands in a town like Milltown is a massive overreaction to a problem
created in the smaller towns and villages of this Country during the Economic Boom.
In fact, if dezoning these lands would appear to be a further impediment to Local
Authorities to carry out the function of providing Housing.
We implore the Planning Authority to proposed New/proposed residential use status
on these lands. Please exercise the skill and local knowledge that the Planning
Authority do possess in order to allow for orderly development of
Milltown and to serve the people that you represent. Please do not place a further
impediment to the growth of housing in Milltown.

Regional Inspectorate,
Inniscarra,
County Cork, Ireland
Cigireacht Réigiúnach, Inis Cara
Chontae Chorcaí, Éire

Senior Planner
Planning Department
Kerry County Council
County Buildings
Rathass
Tralee
County Kerry
V92 H7VT

T: +353 21 487 5540
F: +353 21 487 5545
E: info@epa.ie
W: www.epa.ie
LoCall: 1890 33 55 99

28th September 2020

Our Ref: SCP190905.2

Re. Draft An Daingean Electoral Area Local Area Plan 2020-2026 and SEA Environmental
Report

Dear Mr O’Malley,
We acknowledge your notice, dated 11th August 2020, in relation to the Draft An Daingean
Electoral Area Local Area Plan (the ‘Plan’) and SEA Environmental Report.
The EPA is one of five statutory environmental authorities under the SEA Regulations. In
our role as an SEA environmental authority, we focus on promoting the full and
transparent integration of the findings of the Environmental Assessment into the Plan and
advocating that the key environmental challenges for Ireland are addressed as relevant
and appropriate to the plan. Our functions as an SEA environmental authority do not
include approving or enforcing SEAs or plans.
As a priority, we focus our efforts on reviewing and commenting on key sector plans. For
land use plans at county and local level, we provide a ‘self-service approach’ via the
attached guidance document ‘SEA of Local Authority Land Use Plans – EPA
Recommendations and Resources’.
This document is updated regularly and sets out our key recommendations for integrating
environmental considerations into Local Authority Land Use Plans. We suggest that you
take this guidance document into account and incorporate the relevant
recommendations, in finalising and implementing the Plan.
EPA SEA ER Submission
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Kerry County Council should also ensure that the Plan aligns with key relevant higher-level
plans and programmes and is consistent with the relevant objectives and policy
commitments of the National Planning Framework and the Southern Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy.
Specific Comments on the Plan
With regards the various proposed masterplans for opportunity sites and urban areas, in
addition to the various greenway related commitments, we suggest that where these
involve the zoning and/or development of lands, SEA Screening be considered, as
appropriate and where relevant. These masterplans should also align with the relevant
county and regional level policies and objectives to protect environmental sensitivities in
their implementation.
Specific Comments on the SEA ER
In Chapter 3 Methodology for the SEA of the LAP, consider updating the reference to the
Integrating Climatic Factors into the Strategic Environmental Assessment Process – A
Guidance Note (EPA, 2019). Additionally, recent guidance includes Good Practice Guidance
Note on Cumulative Effects Assessment in SEA, is also available.
Consideration of other plans and programmes
We note the various plans and programmes described in Appendix 1of the SEA. There may
be also merit in also referring to the Draft National Marine Planning Framework (under
preparation), given that it may impact on marine/fisheries operations/activities in the
area.
Additionally, the Agri-Food Strategy to 2030 (currently in preparation), may also influence
agriculture and related land management activities within the Plan area.
Assessment of Alternatives
We acknowledge the alternatives considered and the reasons for selecting the preferred
alternative (Alternative 3).
Assessment of Environmental Effects
We note, in Section 7 Likely Significant Effects on the Environment from the LAP. We also
acknowledge, the inclusion of the tables in Section 5.5 Water that show the water quality
status for the various water bodies, and also describe the status of the various critical
service infrastructure within the plan area. The Plan should provide for the protection, and
where possible the improvement of water quality status, in implementing the Plan. A clear
commitment should be included to work with Irish Water to ensure that development is
linked to the ability to provide the necessary supporting infrastructure.
Mitigation Measures
Chapter 8 sets out the recommended mitigation measures for the Plan. We acknowledge
the clarification that where development is referred to in Plan, that is relates to
sustainable development. We note in Section 8.2 Mitigation of LAP Objectives highlighted
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as having a possible significant effect on the environment, the various identified potential
significant effects as well as the related proposed mitigation measures.
In Subsection 8.3.2 – Castlemaine, tourism related objective CE-TM-4 refers to the
intention to develop a large landmark waterfront site. While reference is made to the
develop this in accordance with the Flood Risk Management Guidelines, additional
considerations such as landscape character, traffic management, waste water
infrastructure, etc., should also be taken into account.
We welcome the inclusion of Section 8.4 – Mitigation of Policies, which clearly shows how
the SEA has influenced the drafting of the policy wording, to provide for environmental
protection.
Monitoring
Chapter 9 – Monitoring Measures sets out the monitoring programme for the Plan. We
note the various objectives, targets, indicators and associated monitoring elements listed
in Table 9.1.
The Monitoring Programme should be flexible to take account of specific environmental
issues and unforeseen adverse impacts should they arise. It should consider and deal with
the possibility of cumulative effects. Monitoring of both positive and negative effects
should be considered. If the monitoring identifies adverse impacts during the
implementation of the Plan, Kerry County Council should ensure that suitable and
effective remedial action is taken.
Guidance on SEA-related monitoring is available on the EPA website at
https://www.epa.ie/pubs/advice/ea/guidanceonseastatementsandmonitoring.html
State of the Environment Report – Ireland’s Environment 2016
In finalising the Plan and integrating the findings of the SEA into the Plan, the
recommendations, key issues and challenges described in our most recent State of the
Environment Report Ireland’s Environment – An Assessment 2016 (EPA, 2016) should be
considered, as relevant and appropriate.
Future Amendments to the Plan
You should screen any future amendments to the Plan for likely significant effects, using
the same method of assessment applied in the “environmental assessment” of the Plan.
SEA Statement – “Information on the Decision”
Once the Plan is adopted, you should prepare an SEA Statement that summarises:
•

How environmental considerations have been integrated into the Plan;

•

How the Environmental Report, submissions, observations and consultations have
been taken into account during the preparation of the Plan;

•

The reasons for choosing the Plan adopted in the light of other reasonable
alternatives dealt with; and,
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•

The measures decided upon to monitor the significant environmental effects of
implementation of the Plan.

You should send a copy of the SEA Statement with the above information to any
environmental authority consulted during the SEA process.
Guidance on preparing SEA Statements is available on the EPA website at the following
link: https://www.epa.ie/pubs/advice/ea/guidanceonseastatementsandmonitoring.html
Environmental Authorities
Under the SEA Regulations, you should also consult with:
•

The Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government,

•

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, and the Minister for the
Environment, Climate and Communications, where it appears to you as the
competent authority that the plan or programme, or modification to a plan or
programme, might have significant effects on fisheries or the marine environment,

•

The Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht where it appears to you as
the competent authority that the plan or programme, or modification to a plan or
programme, might have significant effects in relation to the architectural or
archaeological heritage or to nature conservation, and

•

any adjoining planning authority whose area is contiguous to the area of a planning
authority which prepared a draft plan, proposed variation or local area plan.

If you have any queries or need further information in relation to this submission, please
contact me directly. I would be grateful if you could send an email confirming receipt of
this submission to: sea@epa.ie.
Yours Sincerely,

________________________
Cian O’Mahony
SEA Section
Office of Evidence and Assessment
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Senior Planner
Planning Department
Kerry County Council
By e.mail; planpolicy@kerrycoco.ie
Dáta|Date
29 September, 2020
Re:

Ár dTag|Our Ref.
TII20-110419

Draft An Daingean Electoral Area Local Area Plan, 2020 – 2026

Dear Sir/Madam,
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) acknowledges receipt of referral of the Draft An Daingean Electoral Area Local
Area Plan, 2020 – 2026, and outlines the following observations for the Councils consideration;
1. MANAGING EXCHEQUER INVESTMENT AND STATUTORY GUIDANCE
The Council will be aware that national roads play a key role within Ireland’s overall transport system and in the
country’s economic, social and physical development. The national road network provides strategic transport links
between the main centres of population and employment, including key international gateways such as the main
ports and airports, and provides access between all regions in the state. Accessibility is also provided to more
remote peripheral communities.
The Authority therefore wishes to ensure in so far as practicable, the preservation of the efficiency, capacity and
safety of the N70 and N86 national roads contained within the Electoral Area Local Area Plan area.
Project Ireland 2040|National Planning Framework identifies maintaining the strategic capacity and safety of the
national roads network as part of National Strategic Outcome 2. The National Development Plan, 2018 – 2027,
outlines as an investment priority, ensuring that the existing extensive transport networks, which have been greatly
enhanced over the last two decades, are maintained to a high level to ensure quality levels of service, accessibility
and connectivity to transport users. The Strategic Investment Framework For Land Transport (DTTAS, 2014),
Smarter Travel (DTTAS, 2009) and the provisions of the Section 28 DoECLG Spatial Planning and National Roads
Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2012) all outline the critical need to manage national road assets in accordance
with official policy.
The Council will also be aware that safeguarding the strategic capacity and function of the national road network
in the An Daingean Electoral Area Local Area Plan area will give effect to supporting other critical strategic
objectives including those related to Tourism, Employment and Economic Activity in the Draft Local Area Plan.
TII would welcome consideration being given to including as Overall Strategic Development Objectives in Section
2.1.4 of the Draft Electoral Area Local Area Plan (EA LAP) objectives to; a) to maintain the strategic capacity and
safety of the national roads network and b) to safeguard the investment in national roads in the EA LAP area.
Related to the foregoing, TII welcomes the acknowledgement in the General Infrastructure Section included in
Section 2.4 of the Draft EA LAP that the Council will endeavour to maintain the strategic capacity and safety of the
national roads network and to safeguard the investment made in roads; Objective D-RI-03 also refers.

The reference to compliance with Development Plan policies and objectives in Section 2.6.4 is also noted and the
acknowledgement that it is important that any development in the rural area is acceptable in terms of traffic safety
and does not impact negatively on the carrying capacity and general safety of public roads.
The national road network through the EA LAP primarily comprises high speed 100kph locations outside areas
where reduced urban speed limits apply. It is critical in terms of road safety that development management policies
conform to the provisions of official policy included in the Section 28 Ministerial Guidelines ‘Spatial Planning and
National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (DoECLG, 2012).
The provisions of Section 7.2.1.3 of the County Development Plan, 2015 – 2021, outlines cases where development
accessing national secondary roads N69, N70 (Tralee – Killorglin), N72 and N86 will be considered subject to
satisfying stated criteria. As outlined in the course of consultation on the preparation of the County Development
Plan, the listed national secondary roads are not considered lightly trafficked where ‘exceptional circumstances’ in
accordance with Section 2.6 of the DoECLG Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines might apply. TII does
not agree with nor support the inclusions in the Development Plan in this regard as they are considered contrary
to the provisions of official policy.
This is particularly relevant to the An Daingean EA LAP as the strategic national road network through the area
includes sections of the N70 (Tralee to Killorglin) and the N86, national secondary roads. TII respectfully requests
that the Council include appropriate policies and objectives in the Draft EA LAP concerning access to national roads
to demonstrate compliance and adherence to the provisions of official Government policy outlined in the Section
28 Ministerial Guidelines ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (DoECLG, 2012).
2. SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES
Within the context of the above, the Authority requests that the following recommendations are considered and,
where relevant, addressed prior to the adoption of the EA LAP;
a)
Section 2.4 Infrastructure
TII notes that Objective D-RI-01 includes a number of proposed national road improvements and Objective D-RI06 includes general works to the N70 and N86, national secondary roads. Other local bypass schemes are also
included in individual settlement plans.
The Council will be aware of the investment in the N86 Tralee to An Daingean Scheme and would welcome
protection for the scheme included in the EA LAP, similar to Objectives included in the Draft Listowel MD LAP in
relation to the N69 Listowel Bypass Scheme.
In relation to the other national road improvements listed, any additional improvements relating to national roads
identified at a local level should be done so in consultation with and subject to the agreement of TII. The Council
will be aware that TII may not be responsible for the funding of any additional schemes or improvements.
The Council will be aware that the implementation of all national road schemes is subject to budgetary constraints
and is subject to prioritisation and adequacy of the funding resource available to the Authority. In these
circumstances and taking account of the Exchequer financial position and levels of funding available to the
Authority, the relative priority or timeframe for national road schemes may be subject to alteration.
b)
Section 2.6.6 Wild Atlantic Way
Objective WAW-01 outlines the objective to address traffic and visitor management issues along the Wild Atlantic
Way and Objective WAW-02 outlines the objective to facilitate the sustainable development of viewing points and
other facilities along the Wild Atlantic Way at appropriate locations.

In the event such proposals correspond to locations on the strategic national road, TII recommend that proposals
should be progressed complementary to safeguarding the strategic function and safety of the national road
network and subject to adherence to the provisions of official policy. TII is available to liaise with the Council and
Failte Ireland in relation to such proposals with implications for the national road network.
3. Town & Village Settlements
a)
Masterplans
It is noted that Section 2 and Section 3 of the Draft EA LAP includes references to the requirement for Masterplans
for residentially zoned landbanks (Section 2.2.3 and Section 3.1.1.2) and in relation to Renewal and Regeneration
Objective RR-02.
TII considers that where proposals are subject to Masterplan exercises, appropriate consultation with statutory
stakeholders should be undertaken and TII recommends that any adoption process or framework should be clearly
identified. TII is available for liaison with the Council in relation to any such masterplan lands impacting the national
road network.
Conclusion
It is requested that the foregoing observations are taken into consideration prior to the adoption of the An
Daingean Electoral Area Local Area Plan, 2020 – 2026. TII is available to assist the Executive of the Council in
addressing any of the issues identified in the foregoing.
Yours sincerely,
____________________
Michael McCormack
Senior Land Use Planner

Senior Planner,
Planning Department,
Kerry County Council,
County Buildings,
Rathass,
Tralee.
29/09/2020
Re: Draft An Daingean Electoral Area Local Area Plan 2020 - 2026

Dear Sir/Madam,
The Office of Public Works (OPW), as lead agency for flood risk management in Ireland,
welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Draft An Daingean Electoral Area Local Area
Plan 2020 – 2026 and associated Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. The OPW welcomes
Kerry County Council’s commitment to adhering to “The Planning System and Flood Risk
Management - Guidelines for Planning Authorities”, from here on referred to as the
Guidelines. The following comments highlight opportunities for the Draft Area Plan before its
finalisation.

Flood Zones Mapping
The Guidelines define flood zones within which the likelihood of flooding is in a particular
range and they are a key tool in flood risk management. It is clear from the SFRA that flood
zone maps have been prepared and considered in the preparation of the LAP. These flood
zone maps have not been provided as part of the SFRA or the LAP. It would be helpful if the
SFRA included figures that illustrate the mapped flood zones with the proposed development
zoning.
Sequential Approach
The Guidelines highlight the need for a Sequential Approach to managing flood risk, using
mapped flood zones alongside considerations of the vulnerability of different types of
development to give priority to development in zones of low flood probability. Only if there
are no reasonable sites available in zones of low flood probability should consideration be
given to development in higher flood probability zones.
It is recommended that the Sequential Approach be applied to all stages of the planning and
development management process.
Justification Test
The Justification Test as set out in the Guidelines does not appear to have been applied or
reported in the preparation of the LAP. Please note that the Justification Test applies only
to the urban centre (i.e., the core area of a city, town or village which acts as a centre for a
52 Faiche Stiabhna, Baile Átha Cliath 2, D02 DR67
52 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2, D02 DR67
T +353 1 647 6000 | info@opw.ie
www.opw.ie

broad range of employment, retail, community, residential and transport functions), and
would not be applicable to the periphery of urban areas.
Proposed land use zones within Flood Zones A and B are provided in a table format; some
of these zone types are classified as Highly Vulnerable in the Guidelines. A non-exhaustive
list of examples of these are detailed in the Comments on Specific Settlements section below.
No commentary has been provided to demonstrate that the Justification Test has been
applied in proposing vulnerable development zoning within Flood Zones A and B.
Policy Objectives
The OPW recommend that where the SFRA requires sites to have a FRA, this requirement
should be transferred into the Policy Objectives for these areas.
Historic events
Flood event records have been submitted by Kerry County Council to OPW for Dingle (2018),
Castlemaine (2014 and 2016) and Firies (2018). These records, that are currently not shown
on the floodinfo.ie website, have not been included in the SFRA.
Approximate flood depths from the Tidal Maps produced as part of the South Western
CFRAM Study are included in the discussion on historic flooding. These maps show areas
predicted to be inundated during a theoretical or ‘design’ flood event with an estimated
probability of occurrence and do not provide information for actual floods that have occurred
in the past. It is advised that reference to CFRAM mapping be removed from this section.
National CFRAM Programme
The documents reference the CFRAM Studies as being ongoing, this is not the case, as the
National CFRAM Programme was completed in 2018.
The National CFRAM Programme included analysis of fluvial and tidal flood hazard in Dingle
and Milltown as well as for a number of Medium Priority Watercourses within the area subject
to this LAP. The resulting flood maps, including those for potential future scenarios taking
account of the possible impacts of climate change, are available to view on the OPW portal,
www.floodinfo.ie, and may be obtained in GIS format from the OPW Data Management
Section via email (flood_data@opw.ie).
Arterial Drainage
The Maine Arterial Drainage Scheme is within the LAP area and while it has not been
specifically referenced in the SFRA, it is noted that Benefiting Land Maps were a data source
in the preparation of the SFRA.
Consideration should be given to preserving the access requirements for the maintenance
of Arterial Drainage Schemes and Drainage Districts. Applications for development on land
identified as benefiting land may be prone to flooding, and as such site-specific flood risk
assessments may be required in these areas. The location of Arterial Drainage Schemes
and Drainage Districts may be viewed on www.floodinfo.ie.

…..
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Climate Change Impacts
The OPW recommend that the potential impacts of climate change be noted in the SFRA.
These impacts include increased rainfall intensities, increased fluvial flood flows and rising
sea levels.
In line with the Guidelines, it is recommended that these impacts be considered, by avoiding
development in areas potentially prone to flooding in the future, providing space for future
flood defences, specifying minimum floor levels and setting specific development
management objectives. It should be noted that the flood maps prepared under the National
CFRAM Programme include maps for two potential future scenarios taking account of
different degrees of climate impact.
Coastal Change
While not specifically covered by the Guidelines, it is recommended that Kerry County
Council have regard to areas that may be at risk or vulnerable to coastal erosion or coastal
change, including change associated with climate change (e.g. sea level rise, increased
storm frequency, accelerated rates of coastal erosion, etc). A precautionary approach should
be taken in this regard where analysis of potential future coastal change, including potential
climate effects, has not yet been carried out.
Comments on Specific Settlements
Dingle
Objective D-FR-2 for Daingean Uí Chúis to progress the flood relief scheme in the area, and
that the land proposed storage area on the Dingle Stream upstream of the town has been
included in the zoning maps is welcomed by the OPW.
Justification Tests should be provided for proposed land use zones within Flood Zones A and
B. For example, R.1.6.1 New / Proposed Residential, which is classified as Highly Vulnerable
in the Guidelines, is noted as being at risk of fluvial flooding (Zone A & B) and therefore must
satisfy a Plan-making Justification Test.
Castlemaine
The OPW notes Objective CE-O-4 for Castlemaine that the development of riverside walks
is subject to discussion and agreement with the OPW. Kerry County Council should contact
the OPW for these discussions prior to concept design stage.
Justification Tests should be provided for proposed land use zones within Flood Zones A and
B. For example, R.1.6.1 New / Proposed Residential, which is classified as Highly Vulnerable
in the Guidelines, is noted as being at risk of fluvial flooding (Zone A & B) and therefore must
satisfy a Plan-making Justification Test.
Miltown
Justification Tests should be provided for proposed land use zones within Flood Zones A and
B. For example, C2.1.1 Commercial / Industry / Enterprise / Economic Development

…..
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(Industrial / Enterprise / Employment), which is classified as vulnerable in the Guidelines, is
noted as being at risk of fluvial flooding (Zone A & B) and therefore must satisfy a Planmaking Justification Test.
Annascaul
Justification Tests should be provided for proposed land use zones within Flood Zones A and
B. For example, M1.1 Mixed Use / Opportunity Site, is noted as being at risk of fluvial flooding
(Zone A & B) and therefore must satisfy a Plan-making Justification Test.
Castlegregory
Justification Tests should be provided for proposed land use zones within Flood Zones A and
B. For example, C5.1 Tourism and Related is noted as being at risk of fluvial flooding (Zone
A & B). The section on Castlegregory in the LAP makes reference to the provision of camping
/ glamping facilities and overnight motorhome facilities, which are classified as Highly
Vulnerable in the Guidelines, and therefore must satisfy a Plan-making Justification Test.

If further information or input is required, please do not hesitate to contact the OPW
(floodplanning@opw.ie) in advance of the completion of the Draft An Daingean Electoral
Area Local Area Plan 2020 – 2026.

Yours sincerely,

______________
pp Mark Adamson
Flood Relief and Risk Management Division

…..
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Senior Planner
Planning Department
Kerry County Council
County Buildings
Rathass
Tralee
Co. Kerry

1.10.2020

Re: Draft An Daingean Electoral Area Local Area Plan 2020-2026

Dear Sir / Madam,

The OPW welcomes the publication of the Draft An Daingean Electoral Area Local Area Plan 20202026. In particular, the focus in the Draft LAP on An Blascaod Mór (Section 2.7) – a significant portion
of which is in state ownership – is welcomed.
As outlined in the An Blascaod Mór Management Plan (2004), the OPW is committed to maintaining
and preserving the heritage and culture of An Blascaod Mór. A recent development in this regard is
the newly opened Wild Atlantic Way Viewing Platform at the OPW-run Ionad an Bhlascaoid (Blasket
Centre). This was built by the OPW in partnership with Failte Ireland.
The OPW notes that the strategic vision of the Draft LAP is to balance future development with the
conservation and enhancement of the natural and built environment of each settlement in An
Daingean Electoral Area. In this regard, the goal of Kerry County Council to enhance accessibility
between key urban centres of population in and their surrounding regions is welcomed by the OPW.
To this end, it is considered that ‘Objective WAW-03 (Wild Atlantic Way – Traffic and Visitor
Management: Facilitate road improvement works, the provision of lay-byes / passing spaces and
parking spaces in appropriate locations’ is of critical importance.
The Draft LAP refers to the designation of the Blasket archipelago of islands and surrounding waters
as a Special Area of Conservation as per S.I. No. 296 of 2019 European Union Habitats (Blasket Islands
Special Area of Conservation 002172) Regulations 2019. The OPW acknowledges the efforts of the
Draft LAP to ensure that tourism is carried out in a manner which does not unduly harm sensitive
species or habitats. This is of particular relevance to An Blascaod Mór which is a designated SAC &
SPA.
Similarly, the emphasis in the Draft LAP on the protection and/or enhancement of local biodiversity
features (e.g. field boundaries, tree lines and water features) in rural areas is welcomed. The OPW is
keen to promote local biodiversity in conjunction with the protection of our built heritage. This is of
particular relevance to the vernacular buildings on An Blascaod Mór.
Oifig na nOibreacha Poiblí
Office of Public Works
Seirbhísí Oidhreachta, Caisleán Bhaile Átha Cliath, BÁC 2
Heritage Services, Dublin Castle, Dublin 2T +353 1 647 6000 | info@opw.ie

We wish to make the following observations on the Draft LAP:


The OPW supports the proposal to avoid construction of new buildings on the island, save
what is already envisaged;



The OPW believes that the proposed preclusion on the restoration of further existing
buildings, except those whose roofs are currently intact, may mitigate against beneficial long
term conservation works in the island village. We suggest that the detail of Development
Control Objective No. D-BM-C-01 be revisited with this in mind. Any such works would be
subject to approval of Kerry County Council and the relevant Minister in relation to S.I.
296/2019;



The OPW continues to support the ability of landowners who might wish to undertake
improvements / restoration and activities within the footprint of existing structures, subject
to the individual approvals as mentioned above, on a case by case basis, as per the An
Blascaod Mór Management Plan (2004);



The OPW is committed to An Blascaod Mór being a living island available to visitors into the
future in a context which facilitates the conservation imperatives and managed tourism
requirements;



The provision of suitable public toilet facilities on the island is an important objective from
the point of view of safety and hygiene;



The OPW fully supports the development of a new pier for the island, both to provide safe
long-term access and as a key management mechanism. We note the comment regarding
existing permission for a pier granted to Kerry County Council in Section 2.3.8 of the Draft
LAP and development objective D-BM-05 in this regard. However, we are of the view that the
current planning consent may require additional consideration.

The OPW would welcome an early opportunity to dialogue with Kerry County Council in relation to
the above mentioned aspects of the future development of An Blascaod Mór, prior to the finalisation
of the LAP.

Yours sincerely,

________________________________

________________________________

Lorcán Ó Cinnéide

Brian Farrell

Bainisteoir

Assistant Principal officer

Ionad an Bhlascaoid / The Blasket Centre

National Historic properties
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