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Townland: Meenbannivane

Parish: Knocknagoshel (Civil)

Barony: Trughanacmy

Local name of graveyard: Knockane

ITM Co-ords: E506359, N619967

RMP No.: KE023-010, recorded as a Children’s Burial Ground in the NMS online database
and as a burial ground in the RMP, sheet 023..

No. of tombs: 1

No. of named headstones: 441

No. of graveslabs: 1

No. of unnamed gravemarkers: 8

No. of perforated stones: 1

Laurence Dunne Archaeology



Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.

1. Introduction

Knockane graveyard was surveyed using a Magellan ProMark 3 Rover and Base station
and presented in Irish Transverse Mercator (ITM). The GPS graveyard survey datasets
were exported using Hangle software from GPS Ireland and then exported into AutoCAD
and finished using Adobe lllustrator. Reference numbers mentioned in the main body
of the report relate to the ID point given when the survey was undertaken (see A3 plan,
Figure 2 below). A digital photographic record and surname database was also compiled
to complement the cartographic survey (see Appendices). Digital photographs of all the
features within the graveyard are referenced in the appendix and all photographs are

included on the attached disc.

The survey was undertaken with due regard to:
= Conservation principles as produced by ICOMOS in the Venice and Burra Charters

= The publication in 2004 of the Architectural Heritage Protection-Guidelines for
Planners by the DoEHLG, (now DAHG)

= The heritage objectives as outlined and adopted in the current Kerry County
Council Development Plan 2009-2015, Built Heritage (Chapter 10)

The Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe was signed at
the Granada Convention in 1985 and ratified by Ireland in 1997. The conservation aims as
stated in the Burra Charter are for the retention or restoration of historical significance
with the minimum of physical intervention and that such intervention work be reversible,
maintain the structure’s character and setting and that all conservation works should be

undertaken following comprehensive research.

An information booklet on care and maintenance for tombs should be compiled and sup-

plied to the relevant parish church.

All of these graveyards are recorded monuments protected under the National Monu-
ments (Amendment) Act 1994 and under the jurisdiction of Kerry County Council. All
proposed works should be carried out by experience competent personnel under ex-
pert archaeological / architectural guidance and supervision. As these sites are recorded
monuments conservation and restoration works can only be carried out under license
from the National Monuments Service of the Dept. of Environment, Heritage and Local

Gov.
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2. Site Location

Knockane graveyard is situated in the townland Meenbannivane approximately 1km
south-east of Knocknagoshel and circa 12 km north north-east of Castleisland (Figure 1).
The site is situated on sloping, south facing land overlooking the Tullyleague River, low
lying ground at OD 100m (Plate 1).

3. General

The burial ground at Meenbannivane dates to the latter half of the 19th century possibly
around 1860 and it may have been selected on the basis of an earlier Children’s Burial
Ground. No trace of the use of the local name ‘Knockane’ could be found in documen-
tary or cartographic sources. The name Meenbannivane is similar to Kilbannivane near
Castleisland (KE040-028).

4. Approach and parking

Knockane is approached from a third class road west from the N21 exit at Headleys
Bridge or south from Knocknagoshel village. There is ample carparking provided along
the roadway (Plate 2 & Figure 2).

5. Entrance

The entrance into the graveyard is via an iron gate set between two square, squat, rub-

blestone and uncapped piers (Plate 2).

1 Recommendations

No recommendations necessary
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6. Services & Signage

There are no water or waste collection services provided .

1 Recommendations

Water and waste collection should be provided.

7. Boundaries

The rectangular graveyard is enclosed by a low rubble stone cement capped wall along
its northern limits. While the west, south and east boundary walls are higher at 1.6m

with ‘soldier’ capping (Plates 2-3 ).

71 Recommendations

No recommendations necessary.

8. Pathways

There is a formal gravelled pedestrian path extending around the entire inner perimeter
of the burial ground (Figure 2 & Plates 2-4).Linked to the perimeter path is a N-S con-
nected at mid point to an E-W spur (Figure 2).

The steeply sloping terrain and density of the burial plots has made the possibility of in-
ternal desire lines unlikely. There are no other paths or desire lines in the interior of the

old graveyard which is well maintained and grass kept low.

1 Recommendations

No recommendations necessary
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9. Tombs

There is only a single tomb in Knockane graveyard (Plate 5). This is most likely due to the
fact that above ground family tombs were going out of fashion by the late 19th century
and the graveyard was only opened around 1860. The two tiered strong box type tomb

was erected by John O’Connor in 1862 of ashlar limestone and is in good repair.

91 Recommendations

No recommendations necessary

10. Named Headstones

There are four hundred and forty one (441) recorded named headstones in total at Knock-
ane. The earliest headstone recorded in Knockane records the death of Denis Leane who
died in 1876, (Appendix 2). The vast majority are in good order however a few of the
‘Celtic’ style type in the older area are completed engulfed in ivy. A large unusual head-
stone to Catherine O’Halloran in the church has partially collapsed while another, (Barry
HS No. 186), lies shattered on the ground. Many of the headstones in the medieval burial
ground area also require professional cleaning as the lichen has made the inscriptions
virtually illegible.

A single headstone was inscribed in Irish. This unusual Celtic revivalist stone is also paint-
ed in a variety of colours (HS No.175). There are four headstones of Irishmen who served
with the U.S. armed forces two of whom are O’Connor’s which is one of the most com-
mon names in the area (HS Nos. 236, 292, 296 and 434, Appendix 2).

10.1 Recommendations

No recommendations necessary
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11. Graveslabs

There is one horizontal rectangular graveslab in Knockane for the Carmody family in good
order (GRVS 1, Figure 2 & Appendix 3).

12. Unnamed, unhewn, Gravemarkers

There are eight unhewn, unnamed gravemarkers in Knockane. These unnamed grave-
markers are denoted on the plan of the graveyard as blue triangles (Figure 2). It is evident
from the spatial patterning of them that they reflect an informal grave-setting in that the

ground around them is usually simply grass without a formal plot.

121 Recommendations

The unnamed headstones and their associated informal grass covered graves should be
retained and protected without further intrusion from nearby formalised grave settings.
No burials should take place in these informal burial areas unless proof of ownership can
be established.

13. Perforated stone

There is one perforated or holed unhewn gravemarker in Knockane graveyard. The low
rectangular slab has small centrally disposed hole in its upper limits. The hole is straight
and was most likely mechanically drilled (Figure 2 & Plate 6).

13.1 Recommendations

No recommendations necessary
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14. Summary of recommendations for future manage-
ment/conservation of Knockane church & graveyard

= Services, including water and waste collection should be provided.

Note on Recommendations

All recommendations as set out above are recommendations only based on visual site
fieldwork undertaken by the writer. No invasive or other intervention work was un-
dertaken in the course of producing this report. Access into the surviving church tower
was not possible as the entrance was boarded up. Ultimately, no responsibility will
be accepted by the writer with regard to the undertaking of the conservation work as
recommended in this report and based only on visual inspection. The ultimate deci-
sion on recommendations etc rests with Kerry County Council and the National Monu-
ments Service of the Dept. of Environment Heritage and Local Government.
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Fige 1: Site location map. Extract from OSI online mapping. Knockane graveyard encircled.
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Figure 2: Archaeological survey plan of Knockane graveyard.
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17. Plates

Plate 2: View of exterior of Knockane graveyard from north-west
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Plate 3: Downslope view from north of western limits of Knockane. Note the gravelled
perimeter path and high robust, rubblestone boundary wall

Plate 4: Downslope view of eastern half of Knockane graveyard
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Plate 5: View of the John O’Connor tomb from north-east
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18. Appendix 1 Tombs

Surname: O'Connor
Tomb No: 1
Photo No: 456, 457 and 458

Notes:

Collapsed N Open N Rendered N Overgrown N

Laurence Dunne Archaeology
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19. Appendix 2 Named Headstones

Surname: Ahern Surname: Ahern Surname: Ahern
Grave No: 84 Grave No: 321 Grave No: 322
Photo No: 471 Photo No: 101-4703 Photo No: 101-4704

Surname: Begley Surname: Begley Surname: Begley
Grave No: 121 Grave No: 297 Grave No: 11
Photo No: 507 Photo No: 101-4718 Photo No: 410

Surname: Begley Surname: Begley Surname: Breen
Grave No: 439 Grave No: 10 Grave No: 369
Photo No: 409 Photo No: 408 Photo No: 101-4694
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Surname: Breen Surname: Broderick Surname: Brosnhan
Grave No: 368 Grave No: 20 Grave No: 281
Photo No: 101-4693 Photo No: 419 Photo No: 101-4722

Surname: Brosnan Surname: Brosnan Surname: Brosnhan
Grave No: 431 Grave No: 44 Grave No: 37
Photo No: 101-4650 Photo No: 466 Photo No: 438

Surname: Brosnan Surname: Brosnan Surname: Brosnan
Grave No: 58 Grave No: 39 Grave No: 61
Photo No: 445 Photo No: 440 Photo No: 486
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Surname: Brosnan Surname: Brosnan
Grave No: 287 Grave No: 405
Photo No: 101-4728 Photo No: 101-4653

Surname: Brosnan Surname: Brosnan
Grave No: 40 Grave No: 401
Photo No: 449 Photo No: 101-4666

Surname: Browne Surname: Browne
Grave No: 102 Grave No: 156
Photo No: 551 Photo No: 538

Surname:

Grave No:
Photo No:

Surname:

Grave No:
Photo No:

Surname:

Grave No:
Photo No:

Brosnan
406
101-4654

Brosnan
38
439

Browne
158
539

Laurence Dunne Archaeology
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Surname: Browne Surname: Browne Surname: Browne
Grave No: 101 Grave No: 104 Grave No: 19
Photo No: 550 Photo No: 552 Photo No: 418

Surname: Browne Surname: Browne Surname: Browne
Grave No: 103 Grave No: 107 Grave No: 108
Photo No: 553 Photo No: 556 Photo No: 557

Surname: Browne Surname: Browne Surname: Browne and Broder
Grave No: 3 Grave No: 430 Grave No: 21
Photo No: 401 Photo No: 101-4649 Photo No: 420

Laurence Dunne Archaeology 19
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Surname: Bunworth Surname: Burke Surname: Cahill
Grave No: 146 Grave No: 201 Grave No: 226
Photo No: 543 Photo No: 622 Photo No: 624

Surname: Cahill Surname: Cahill Surname: Cahill
Grave No: 392 Grave No: 391 Grave No: 383
Photo No: 101-4628 Photo No: 101-4627 Photo No: 705

Surname: Cahill Surname: Cahill Surname: Carmody
Grave No: 344 Grave No: 348 Grave No: 155
Photo No: 690 Photo No: 694 Photo No: 541
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Surname: Carmody Surname: Carmody Surname: Carmody
Grave No: 148 Grave No: 5 Grave No: 6
Photo No: 562 Photo No: 403 Photo No: 404

Surname: Carmody Surname: Carmody Surname: Casey
Grave No: 379 Grave No: 147 Grave No: 206
Photo No: 101-4680 Photo No: 561 Photo No: 601

Surname: Casey Surname: Casey, Quirke, Murp Surname: Collins
Grave No: 207 Grave No: 197 Grave No: 364
Photo No: 600 Photo No: 618 Photo No: 101-4689
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Surname: Collins Surname: Collins
Grave No: 150 Grave No: 151
Photo No: 565 Photo No: 566

Surname: Collins Surname: Collins
Grave No: 191 Grave No: 428
Photo No: 615 Photo No: 101-4647

Surname: Collins Surname: Collins
Grave No: 229 Grave No: 420
Photo No: 627 Photo No: 101-4639

Surname:
Grave No:
Photo No:

Surname:
Grave No:
Photo No:

Surname:
Grave No:
Photo No:

Collins
367
101-4692

Collins
228
626

Collins
190
614

2
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Surname: Corcoran Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 88 Grave No: 312
Photo No: 467 Photo No: 675

Surname: Cotter Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 111 Grave No: 393
Photo No: 560 Photo No: 101-4629

Surname: Cotter Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 273 Grave No: 105
Photo No: 652 Photo No: 554

Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 311
Photo No: 674

Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 394
Photo No: 101-4630

Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 272
Photo No: 651

Laurence Dunne Archaeology
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Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 109
Photo No: 559

§ e gl [ [E———

__'il_.-l.-r

Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 71
Photo No: 496

Surname: Cotter

Grave No: 116
Photo No: 502

Surname: Cotter

Grave No: 70
Photo No: 495

Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 99
Photo No: 548

Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 424
Photo No: 101-4643

Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 425
Photo No: 101-4644

Surname: Cotter

Grave No: 69
Photo No: 494

Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 117
Photo No: 503
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Surname: Cotter Surname: Cotter Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 314 Grave No: 385 Grave No: 261
Photo No: 677 Photo No: 707 Photo No: 101-4740

Surname: Cotter Surname: Cotter Surname: Cotter
Grave No: 260 Grave No: 384 Grave No: 313
Photo No: 101-4739 Photo No: 706 Photo No: 676

Surname: Creamins Surname: Cronin Surname: Cronin
Grave No: 175 Grave No: 198 Grave No: 332
Photo No: 580 Photo No: 619 Photo No: 101-4697
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Surname: Cullinane Surname: Curtin
Grave No: 87 Grave No: 351
Photo No: 468 Photo No: 697

Surname: Curtin Surname: Curtin
Grave No: 283 Grave No: 299
Photo No: 101-4724 Photo No: 101-4720

Surname: Curtin Surname: Curtin
Grave No: 220 Grave No: 238
Photo No: 101-4753 Photo No: 636

Surname: Curtin
Grave No: 352
Photo No: 698

Surname: Curtin
Grave No: 262
Photo No: 101-4741

Surname: Curtin
Grave No: 25
Photo No: 424

Laurence Dunne Archaeology
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Surname: Curtin Surname:
Grave No: 24 Grave No:
Photo No: 423 Photo No:

Surname: Curtin Surname:
Grave No: 23 Grave No:
Photo No: 422 Photo No:

Surname: Daly Surname:
Grave No: 413 Grave No:
Photo No: 101-4661 Photo No:

s
o

Curtin
309
672

Curtin
355
701

e

Dillane
250
101-4748

Surname: Curtin
Grave No: 407
Photo No: 101-4655

Surname: Dalton
Grave No: 419
Photo No: 101-4638

Surname: Dillon
Grave No: 224
Photo No: 101-4757
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Surname: Donoghue Surname: Doody
Grave No: 49 Grave No: 140
Photo No: 461 Photo No: 510

Surname: Doody Surname: Doody
Grave No: 122 Grave No: 259
Photo No: 508 Photo No: 101-4738

Surname: Doody Surname: Doody
Grave No: 240 Grave No: 139
Photo No: 638 Photo No: 509

Surname: Doody
Grave No: 374
Photo No: 101-4675

Surname: Doody
Grave No: 270
Photo No: 649

Surname: Doody
Grave No: 94
Photo No: 482

Laurence Dunne Archaeology
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Surname: Downey Surname: Downey Surname: Downey
Grave No: 137 Grave No: 372 Grave No: 57
Photo No: 526 Photo No: 101-4673 Photo No: 446

Surname: Downey Surname: Downey Surname: Downey
Grave No: 371 Grave No: 93 Grave No: 138
Photo No: 101-4672 Photo No: 477 Photo No: 527
Surname: Driscoll Surname: Falvey Surname: Fitzgerald
Grave No: 68 Grave No: 81 Grave No: 437
Photo No: 493 Photo No: 443 Photo No: 101-4761
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Surname: Fitzgerald Surname: Fitzgerald Surname: Fitzpatrick
Grave No: 286 Grave No: 436 Grave No: 27
Photo No: 101-4727 Photo No: 101-4760 Photo No: 426

Surname: Geaney Surname: Geaney Surname: Geaney
Grave No: 141 Grave No: 194 Grave No: 323
Photo No: 511 Photo No: 608 Photo No: 101-4705

Surname: Gould Surname: Greaney Surname: Greaney
Grave No: 125 Grave No: 315 Grave No: 354
Photo No: 514 Photo No: 678 Photo No: 700
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Surname: Greaney Surname: Griffin Surname: Griffin
Grave No: 124 Grave No: 18 Grave No: 410
Photo No: 513 Photo No: 417 Photo No: 101-4658

Surname: Griffin Surname: Griffin and Curtin Surname: Guiney
Grave No: 17 Grave No: 418 Grave No: 308
Photo No: 416 Photo No: 101-4637 Photo No: 671

Surname: Halpin Surname: Hartnett Surname: Hartnett
Grave No: 396 Grave No: 230 Grave No: 73
Photo No: 101-4632 Photo No: 628 Photo No: 485
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Surname: Healy Surname: Heffernan Surname: Heffernan
Grave No: 244 Grave No: 290 Grave No: 404
Photo No: 101-4742 Photo No: 101-4731 Photo No: 101-4669

Surname: Herlihy Surname: Herlihy Surname: Herlihy
Grave No: 179 Grave No: 177 Grave No: 237
Photo No: 576 Photo No: 578 Photo No: 635

Surname: Herlihy Surname: Herlihy Surname: Herlihy
Grave No: 319 Grave No: 225 Grave No: 180
Photo No: 682 Photo No: 623 Photo No: 575
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Surname: Herlihy Surname: Hickey Surname: Hickey
Grave No: 363 Grave No: 222 Grave No: 421
Photo No: 101-4688 Photo No: 101-4755 Photo No: 101-4640

Surname: Hickey Surname: Hickey Surname: Hickey
Grave No: 409 Grave No: 408 Grave No: 380
Photo No: 101-4657 Photo No: 101-4656 Photo No: 702
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.

Surname: Mangan Surname: Mangan Surname: Mangan
Grave No: 337 Grave No: 1 Grave No: 336
Photo No: 101-4702 Photo No: 399 Photo No: 101-4701

Surname: Moc Auliffe Surname: Moc Auliffe Surname: Moc Auliffe
Grave No: 359 Grave No: 85 Grave No: 399
Photo No: 101-4684 Photo No: 470 Photo No: 101-4664

Surname: Moc Auliffe Surname: Moc Auliffe Surname: Moc Auliffe
Grave No: 358 Grave No: 184 Grave No: 183
Photo No: 101-4683 Photo No: 571 Photo No: 572

Laurence Dunne Archaeology



Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.
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Archaeological Survey, Knockane Graveyard, Co. Kerry.

20. Appendix 3 Graveslabs
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21. Appendix 4 Perforated Stones
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Notes: Perforated Stone
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