Marketing, Sale, Distribution & Use of Domestic Solid Fuels in County Kerry.

1. Background :
The marketing, sale, distribution and use of domestic solid fuels is dealt with by way of national legislation : Air Pollution Act (Marketing, Sale, Distribution and Burning of Specified Fuels) Regulations.

The regulations set out the minimum general standards applicable to domestic solid fuels, such as the allowable sulphur content etc.  In addition, the regulations introduced a ban on the marketing, sale, distribution and use of bituminous coal (smokey-coal with a high sulphur content) in urban areas with populations in excess of 10,000.   Accordingly, Low Smoke Zones (areas to which the ban applies) came into force in the Tralee area in 2002 and in the Killarney area on the 1st September, 2020.  
The primary purpose of the regulations is to protect public health through a reduction in air-polluting substances, such as fine particulates, generated from the burning of domestic solid fuels.
In terms of the general standards applicable to bituminous solid fuels supplied around the country, the sulphur content of such fuels must not exceed 0.7% by weight and the fuel must comply with the relevant national standard such as SWiFT 7.  However, it should be noted that tighter restrictions apply in Low Smoke Zones and, in particular, fuel merchants, shops, garages, forecourts etc. are prohibited from marketing, selling and/or distributing banned fuels within these zones.  In addition, householders and businesses are prohibited from burning banned fuels within the zones.  Further details of the restrictions applying to Low Smoke Zones are outlined below.

2. Prohibited Activities within Low Smoke Zones : 

· A prohibition on the marketing, sale and distribution of specified fuels (bituminous coal or other solid fuel having a sulphur content greater than 2% by weight on a dry ash-free basis) within the Low Smoke Zone (Note : the following fuels may currently be sold and distributed within the specified area – “smokeless” coal products, peat and untreated timber); 
· A prohibition on the burning of specified fuels within the zone (ie. bituminous coal may not be burned in private dwellings within Low Smoke Zones).
· Bags of smokeless fuels which are marketed, sold or distributed within the zone must be sealed and must display the following notice (along with the name and address of the person who packed the bag and the relevant “SWiFT 7” logo) printed on the bag :

“APPROVED FUEL – Contents comply with the Air Pollution Act Regulations”
· Solid fuel suppliers who are based within these zones may store specified fuels within the zone and may transport such fuels through the zone subject to certain specified requirements.  
· Where the unit of sale for such bituminous coal is a bag, the bag must be sealed and the product in question must have been bagged by a bagging operator who is registered with the EPA.  

3. Monitoring & Enforcement :
Kerry County Council is the monitoring and enforcing authority for the regulations in question in County Kerry, including for both the Killarney and Tralee Low Smoke Zones.  There are a number of enforcement options available to deal with breaches of the legislation, including the issuing of Fixed-Penalty-Notices (penalties range for €250 to €1,000 depending on the breach in question) and, ultimately, prosecution through the courts.
4. Conclusion :
Details of the Low Smoke Zones in County Kerry are available through the Kerry County Council and relevant government websites (see link below).  In this regard it should be noted that the department website includes an interactive online map which allows householders check whether they are located within the zone based on their Eircode:

(https://dcenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=feee728a0ee1427d9a3973a090a9f292)
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