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Kerry Homecoming Festival at Halloween
Grants Programme  - Guidance Document

Kerry County Council will deliver the Kerry Homecoming Festival at Halloween from 18th October to 1st November  2024 as part of the 2023 – 2024 Global Irish Festival Series. The festival is supported by Fáilte Ireland and the Department of Foreign Affairs, to deliver a festival to encourage Kerry’s diaspora to visit during the festival and reconnect to their communities. 

The key objectives of the festival are to: 
· To galvanise and mobilise communities and places at a county level, and to connect these with their Irish Diaspora worldwide. 
· To re-energise the Irish Diaspora so that they feel affirmed and valued, as well as connected to the county of their heritage. 
· To drive tourism to specific locations, including non-hotspots, in the off/shoulder seasons therefore dispersing tourism benefits to a wider base. 
A further objective of the Kerry Homecoming Festival is also to promote and celebrate the ancient autumn tradition of Samhain. The Global Irish Festival Series is a truly unique opportunity for the thousands of Kerry people around the world to make the trip home and celebrate the culture of their home county, uncover shared histories and forge new, lasting connections. The goal is to motivate our Kerry diaspora to visit the county during the festival and to encourage the development of new festivals and events during the Halloween holiday period.

Halloween, or All Hallow’s Eve, comes from an ancient Celtic festival called Samhain.  The festival of Samhain celebrates the end of the annual harvest season and the coming of winter. The festival programme will feature Samhain / Halloween spectacle events in towns and villages and will include a range of sporting, heritage, cultural, food, community festivals and business events. 

Qualifying Conditions
To be considered for funding the Festival must:

1. Support the objectives of the Kerry Homecoming Festival and focus on encouraging our Kerry Diaspora home
2. Take place between 18th October to 1st November, 2024
3. Generate attendance from overseas visitors
[bookmark: What_are_the_Evaluation_Criteria?]
It is also desirable that your application shows a linkage with the County and it’s ancient Samhain traditions, as relevant.







Funding Available
· A total fund of €15,000 will be allocated under this programme call to support small scale activity to achieve the goals of the Kerry Homecoming Festival at Halloween. 

· Grants awarded will be subject to available funding and the number of applications approved. There is no guarantee of funding for applications.  The fund is limited, and all eligible applications will be evaluated on a competitive basis against the criteria set out. Maximum funding available is 90% of festival costs.

· Double Funding – Funding is not available to any Festival that was awarded funding under the Festival and Participative Events Programme 2024. 



Evaluation Assessment Process

Eligible Applications with be assessed on the following criteria

· Quality of proposal and the degree that it meets the objectives of the Kerry Homecoming Festival (40%)
· Tourism Impact (20%)
· Marketing of Festival (including digital marketing) (20%)
· Capacity to deliver a quality festival during October 18th to November 1st (20%)


Eligible Costs
The following costs are eligible expenses and may be funded under the programme:
· Marketing Activity: The cost of marketing activities with an international reach.  This may include advertising, digital marketing and similar activities.  Eligible costs may also include the cost of site-branding the location during the event.  
· Programming of Events/Activities associated with the Festival/Participative Event:  This may include venue costs, equipment hire, artist/ performer fees, trophies/ medals.

Ineligible Costs
The following costs are ineligible for funding:

· Cash expenditure.
· Unpaid Expenditure.
· In-kind contributions.
· Hospitality costs.
· Expenditure paid for by a person other than the grantee.
· Operational costs/overheads/administrative expenses e.g. salaries, rent, phone, office supplies, postage, photocopying, food, accommodation and subsistence for the festival delivery team.
· In general, the cost of items for resale are ineligible, except where it can be demonstrated that they will deliver significant tourism benefits and where they have been expressly allowed in the letter of offer.
· Travel and related costs of committee members/festival-event team members.
· Activities not specifically related to and required for the festival/participative event.
· Recoverable VAT.
· Fines, penalty payments, legal costs, audit fees, financial consultancy fees.
· Trade Association membership fees or equivalent.




    Tax Clearance
The need for a current Tax Clearance Access Number applies to all grants awarded under this scheme.  Successful applicants will be required to submit these details in advance of receiving payment under this scheme.

Public Procurement:
Please note that National and EU public procurement procedures must be followed where applicable.  For further information refer to: gov - Public procurement guidelines for goods and services (www.gov.ie)

Freedom of Information
Applicants should note that under the Freedom of Information Act, 2014, information provided by them in their application maybe liable to be disclosed. Applicants are asked to consider if any of the information supplied by them in their application should not be disclosed because of its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity.  If applicants consider that certain information should not be disclosed due to confidentiality or commercial sensitivity, they must clearly identify such information and specify the reasons why it is confidential or commercially sensitive.  
Any information not identified as confidential or commercially sensitive is liable to be released in response to a Freedom of Information request without further notice to the applicant.  Kerry County Council will, where possible, consult with applicants about confidential or commercially sensitive information so identified before deciding on a request received under the Freedom of Information Act.

GDPR
All personal data collected is in compliance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2016 and the Data Protection Acts 1988-2018.  Please refer to the Privacy Notice for the Tourism Unit which is available to view at www.kerrycoco.ie/home3/data-protection-gdpr/  

Confidentiality
Kerry County Council acknowledges its statutory duty of confidentiality to the applicant in respect of all the information received in regard to the proposed festival/participative event and undertakes not to disclose such information without prior written consent from the applicant or as required by law.


Completed application forms should be emailed to the 
Economic Development and Tourism Unit, Kerry County Council tourismoffice@kerrycoco.ie  
Closing date, Friday, 31st May 2024

If you have any queries, please email or phone Kerry County Council
Email: tourismOffice@kerrycoco.ie  Phone 066 7183591 
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