G‘ Kerry

Minutes of the Kerry Local Community Safety Partnership Meeting

Date: Tuesday, 215t April 2026.

Time: Start 2.30 pm End 4:15 pm
Venue: Tralee Bay Wetlands, Tralee, Co. Kerry
Minute Taker Barbara Byar, LCSP Administrator

Present (16 Members)

Chairperson, ClIr. Niall Kelleher, Kerry County Council

Vice Chairperson, Mr. Derry O Murchu, Local Resident Representative — Castleisland Corca
Dhuibhne MD

Clir. Anne O’Sullivan, Kerry County Council

Supt. David Callaghan, An Garda Siochana

Supt. John Ryan, An Garda Siochana

Mr. Paul Neary, Kerry County Council

Ms. Olivia O'Rahilly, Health Service Executive

Ms. Linda Kearin, Kerry Community Youth Service

Mr. Pat O’Shea, North East West Kerry Development

Mr. Noel Spillane, South Kerry Development Partnership

Mr. Eamon Horgan, Local Resident Representative — Kenmare MD

Mr. Tom Walsh, Local Resident Representative — Killarney MD

Mr. Tony Hanlon, Local Resident Representative - Listowel MD

Ms. Brenda O'Connor, Local Resident Representative — Tralee MD

Mr. Sean Roche, Community and Voluntary Sector Representative

Mr. Michael O'Mahony, Representative from Kerry Older People’s Council

In Attendance

Mr. Padraig Corkery, Senior Executive Officer, Kerry County Council

Ms. Mags O’Connor, Local Community Safety Partnership Coordinator

Ms. Barbara Byar, Local Community Safety Partnership Administrator

Ms. Vilte Gaidelyte, Community Department, Kerry County Council

Mr. Declan Keogh, Road Safety Officer, Kerry County Council

Supt. Padraig O’Shea, Kerry Division Performance Assurance, An Garda Siochana
Inspector Bridget Foley, An Garda Siochana

Sergt. Stephanie Hegarty, An Garda Siochana

Apologies (11 Members)

Cllr. Tom Barry, Kerry County Council

Clir. Aoife Kennelly, Kerry County Council

Clir. Charlie Farrelly, Kerry County Council

Ms. Breda Lynch, Tusla

Ms. Gillian O’Sullivan, Munster Technological University

Ms. Helen O’Sullivan, IRD Duhallow

Mr. Dermot Lynch, Dingle Business Chamber

Mr. Diarmuid Cronin, Muintir na Tire

Mr. Daniel Quirke-Soundy, New and Minority Communities Representative

Kerry Local Community Safety Partnership Meeting Minutes — 21t April, 2026.



ClIr. Marie Moloney, Kerry County Council
Clir. Liam “Speedy” Nolan, Kerry County Council

| 1. Notice, Attendance, Apologies

e The Chairperson, CliIr. Niall Kelleher welcomed the members of the Partnership and went
through the attendance and said that the quorum of 11 (including 4 public and 4 non-public
members) was met.

e The apologies were noted.

e Mr. Padraig Corkery, Senior Executive Officer of Kerry County Council was introduced. Mr.
Corkery is taking over from Mr. Alex Grassick. The Chairperson thanked Mr. Grassick for
all his work and commitment to the LCSP and stated that he is looking forward to working
with Mr. Corkery.

e The Chairperson and the membership offered condolences to Clir. Tom Barry on the recent
death of his father.

| 2. Confirmation of minutes of the meeting of the LCSP of 17" February, 2026

On the proposal of Mr. Michael O’'Mahony and seconded by Mr. Derry O Murchd, it was
agreed that the minutes of the meeting of the Local Community Safety Partnership held on
17th February 2026 be confirmed.

There were no matters arising.

| 3. Declaration of Interest

There was no Declarations of Interest

| 4. Members Community Safety Survey

e The Chairperson referred to the members community safety survey and the importance of
members completing it to establish a clear baseline to support the work and development
of the Kerry Local Community Safety Partnership. The Chairperson requested that all
members in attendance complete a hard copy of the survey to be collected at the end of
the meeting.

e This survey is for members only. There will be a public survey at a later stage when we
receive guidance from the National Office for Community Safety.

| 5. Presentations

e Mr. Declan Keogh, Road Safety Officer, Kerry County Council gave a presentation on road
safety in Kerry and the recent “Safer Roads, Road Safety Conference” held in Killarney. He
highlighted his functions which were to educate, promote and engage the public on road
safety. He also drew members’ attention to upcoming road safety campaigns such as an
Older Drivers Safety Day to be held in October, 2026 and the ‘Be Safe, Be Seen’ campaign
to encourage the public, particularly in rural areas to wear hi visibility vests.

e Supt. Padraig O’'Shea, Performance Assurance Office gave an introduction and Inspector
Bridget Foley gave a presentation on the Kerry Divisional Service Plan, highlighting the 3
Strategic Pillars: 1. prevent, detect and disrupt crime; 2. protect and support victims and
vulnerable people; 3.safer communities and safer roads; This is an annual service plan,
and they are looking forward to collaborating with the LCSP for next year’s plan.
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Questions and Answers followed the Presentations.

e Ms. Olivia O’Rahilly highlighted road safety concerns on bank holiday weekends and
after large events around drink and drug driving. She questioned how the statistics
translate to available services in Kerry and asked how we can reach this large cohort of
dangerous drivers.

- Mr. Keogh referred to the Road Safety Matters Programme which tracks current
trends in drink and drug driving. They have been engaging with TY students on the
importance of road safety but not students in exam cycle. Mr. Keogh stated that
while deaths on the road can be measured, how many we are saving cannot. Their
goal is to keep delivering road safety programmes.

- Ms. O’Rahilly suggested speaking to Leaving Certificate students regardless of
exams as a lot of them are driving.

- Supt. O’Shea stated that there is a strong road safety message in the media around
bank holiday weekends and that An Garda Siochana will be on the roads. He said
that group programmes are very important

- Ms. O’Rahilly asked if we are looking at groups with highlighted risk, for example
GAA, 19 year-olds.

- Ms. O’Rahilly mentioned that the GAA have Healthy Ireland committees. The
audience is young men. She suggested collaborating with the MTU and stated she
is very concerned about the driving behaviours in our county and that the HSE is
happy to support any collaboration on Road Safety.

Mr. Pat O’Shea mentioned that the behaviour of passengers is also a concern.

o Mr Keogh highlighted GAA player, Sean O’Leary who was in a serious road traffic
collision and is now a Road Safety Ambassador who speaks to students. Peers are
great ambassadors and it's important to link up with the GAA, An Garda Siochana and
others and have the right people deliver the road safety message. He highlighted a Road
Safety Day of Action at the MTU Student Union

e Mr. O Murcht highlighted the recent Kerry vs. Mayo match and stated that the
management of the match by An Garda Siochana was excellent.

e Ms. O’Rahilly raised concerns regarding e-scooters and the high number of injuries
happening due to accidents.

- Supt. David O’Callaghan said there was a Garda operation regarding e-scooters
three weeks ago and that it is a big issue. Users disregard the rules of the road and
there are no regulations regarding the sale of these vehicles. He called for education
regarding these vehicles, and it can be difficult to get the safety message across and
parents need to be involved.

- Supt. O’Shea also reference language barriers with members of new communities.

e ClIr. Anne O’Sullivan mentioned the importance of including students at Kerry ETB as
well. Students have been injured and died on e-scooters and young people need to
hear personal stories and from role models to get the impact across. She also
mentioned the danger of digital applications such as WAZE that alert speeding vehicles
to speed vans and unmarked An Garda Siochana so they can avoid speeding detection.

e Mr. Eamon Horgan suggested we consider rural pedestrians and having hi visibility
vests available in pubs and bars in the countryside to hand out to people walking home
on rural roads.

e Ms. Linda Kerian said that young people are buying cars and parents need to have a
role in road safety. She also highlighted tractor safety.

e The Chairperson said he would be happy to see this hi visibility vest initiative. He also
brought attention to the “Lives Lost” signs in Kerry and how they are losing their
effectiveness at getting the message across as they are not updated. He enquired if the
data can be updated and relevant.
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e Addressing issues raised, Mr. Keogh said that they would include new communities in
future road safety messaging. He also referenced updating road sign messaging
relating to road fatalities.

e Supt. O’'Shea will liaise with Supt. Callaghan and Supt. John Ryan and that community
safety means something different for everyone.

e Mr. Keogh said that he would like to invite a member of the LCSP onto the Road Safety
committee and stressed the importance of working groups.

e The Chairperson said that there are key stakeholders in the community who are not on
the LCSP and requested that members reach out to himself, The Coordinator or the
Administrator regarding any community safety initiatives.

| 6. Kerry Community Safety Plan Working Group |

The Chairperson of the Kerry Community Safety Plan Working Group, Mr. Paul Neary gave an
update on the first meeting which was held on the 25th March, 2026.

e This working group is tasked with developing the first community safety plan for Kerry and
reporting back to the full LCSP membership.

e The three pilots LCSPs Longford, Waterford and Dublin North Inner City adopted community
safety plans. The priority areas and actions of these community safety plans and the Rural
Safey Plan to be examined.

e Additional members were requested for this working group based on demographics

The additional members of the plan working group will be as follows:
- Mr. Noel Spillane, South Kerry Development Partnership
- Ms. Linda Kearin, Kerry Community Youth Service
- Ms. Davina Griffin, Age Friendly Kerry Programme Manager
- Ms. Courtney Sheehy, Local Authority Integration Team
The new membership was proposed by Mr. O’Shea and seconded by Mr. O Murch

e Survey on community safety to be distributed to all members to establish baseline

¢ An additional working group to be formed on community safety initiatives and two members
of the plan working group, Mr. O’'Mahony and Mr. O Murchu will move to the new working
group to ensure community representation.

e The Chairperson stated that the working group have a lot of work to do but the member
survey will be a good starting point.

| 7. Second Working Group to be formed |

The Chairperson spoke of the need for an additional working group focused on community

safety initiatives.

The functions of this working group will include

e Organisation of community safety information days.

e Coordination of community safety initiatives/events.

e Mapping of current community safety initiatives in Kerry and identifying gaps.

e Members of the Community Safety Initiatives working group were proposed as follows:
- ClIr. Anne O’Sullivan, Kerry County Council

Kerry Local Community Safety Partnership Meeting Minutes — 21t April, 2026.



- Mr. Derry O Murchu, PPN Local Resident

- Mr. Michael O’'Mahony, PPN Kerry Older People’s Council

- Ms. Martina Culloty, MTU Student Services Officer

- Mr. Mike Crean, North East West Kerry Development

- An Garda Siochana North Community Engagement representative
- An Garda Siochana South Community Engagement representative
- HSE Community Works Department representative.

Clir. Anne O’Sullivan will sit on both working groups and be the link between the two.

The formation and membership of the second Working Group was proposed by Mr. O’'Shea
and seconded by Mr. Roche.

Clir. O’Sullivan offered to sit on both working groups and to be a link between the two.

Ms. O’Rahilly mentioned that October is the month of Older People and that the HSE will
be going to all Kerry towns and doing bespoke engagements focusing on vulnerable older
people with medical teams. She said that if there’s an element the LCSP would like to
include there to let her know.

Ms. Brenda O’Connor asked how as a Partnership can we get the message out there
regarding initiatives. We can’t do big engagements every week. How can we regularly
update people? The Chairperson replied that as a group we need to mobilise people with
the message we’'re trying to get out by going to libraries, community centres etc. We need
to know where all these community alert schemes are so that we can reach out through
that. He stated that there are large community groups represented by the membership and
that it's not going to be easy but that’s our job as a Partnership. This is where the working
groups come in.

Ms. O’Connor mentioned that the Ardfert Community Text Alert Scheme was set up as a
result of the last LSCP meeting and that the LCSP is working.

The Coordinator requested to be kept informed of any new or ongoing community safety
initiative and that there will be community safety events organised in the communities.

Mr. O Murchu said that we should collaborate with existing groups and get them on board.
The Chairperson stated that the LCSP is not competing with existing groups but connecting
everyone to get the community safety message across.

| 8. National Office for Community Safety Update |

The Coordinator gave an update from the National Office for Community Safety.

The National Strategy survey closed at the end of February. There were over 7,000
respondents. They are now analysing the data.

The National Office is currently developing Ireland’s first National Strategy for Improving
Community Safety.

The Guidance for Community Safety Plans has not been received yet. LCSPs were provided
with copies of the National Strategy survey and other resources to use as templates for their
public surveys.

The National Strategy survey was reviewed by the National Data and Analytical Department
and the Department of Research and Innovation at the Department of Justice.

Community Safety Fund 2026

Funding applications for the 2026 Community Safety Fund have opened.
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Applications are invited from community safety initiatives as well as groups co-funded with
local authorities, NGOs and community organisations working on issues relevant to community
safety and youth justice.

Applications may be submitted by individual organisations, or by a consortium involving two or
more organisations where the lead partner is a community organisation, not-for-profit, social
enterprise or similar with a remit relevant to community safety and/or youth justice.

If anyone has any ideas on proposals between member to let the Coordinator know.

Applications close on 18 May 2026.

e Ms. Kearin said she was looking at making an application and will link in with the
Coordinator.

e Mr. Neary said that any ideas are very welcome.

| 9. Community Safety Information Day

The Coordinator said a Community Safety Information Day is planned for quarter three. The
community safety initiatives working group is now set up and will hold its first meeting in May
and will determine a date and venue. The Coordinator asked that if any member wanted to be
involved to let her know.

| 10.Crime Prevention Event

The Chairperson stated that two property marking machines have been approved by Kerry

County Council and have been ordered. We want to work with other organisations such as

NEWKD and An Garda Siochana to hold property marking events.

e Mr. O'Shea said that NEWKD have a machine and are holding an event on 71" August,
2026 at the Agricultural Show.

e The Chairperson said that he hopes the machines will be used regularly.

| 11.Members Interest Items

A request was received from the PPN Kerry Older People’s Council representative Mr
O’Mahony for better awareness of personal safety systems for older people.

e Ms. O’Rahilly said that people need to complete application forms and this can prove
challenging for seniors. The HSE can go into homes and assist but people can be
suspicious.

e Mr. O’Shea said that NEWKD help people to fill out the forms if they come into the office,
but some people might not have coverage particularly in rural areas.

e Mr. O’'Mahony enquired about funding and the Chairperson said that John Gleeson of
Healthy Age Friendly Homes has been asked to do a presentation at the next meeting.

| 12.Next meeting of Kerry LCSP

The next meeting of the Kerry LCSP will be on 16™ June, 2026 from 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm in
Manor West Hotel.

| 13.A0B
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The Chairperson stated that The Kerry LCSP currently has 27 members and there are three

vacant member seats.

¢ A request for membership had come in from Jason Fleming, Chairperson of the Irish
Farmers Association. They are on a number of other LCSP’s and they on the National
Rural Safety Forum. The Chairperson proposed him as a member of the LCSP. Sean
Roche seconded.

e The Chairperson said that we will leave the remaining two seats vacant while we are
developing the plan.

e Mr. Tony Hanlon suggested that we reach out to groups such as Active Retired and
Ramblers Houses to provide information on community safety initiatives to be distributed to
the community.

The meeting concluded at: 4:15 pm

Next Meeting

Date: Tuesday, 16" June, 2026

Time: 2.30 - 4.30 pm

Venue: Manor West Hotel, Tralee, Co. Kerry
Prepared by: Reviewed by
Barbara Byar Mags O’Connor
LCSP Administrator LCSP Coordinator

Clir. Niall Kelleher
LCSP Chairperson
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Q‘ Kerry

Membership Attendance Log
21st April, 2026.

Member Name Representative Body In
Attendance
YIN
1 ClIr. Niall Kelleher Kerry County Council Elected Member - Chairperson Y
2 Mr. Derry O Murch PPN Local Resident — Castleisland Corca Dhuibhne MD — Y
Vice Chairperson
3 Clir. Tom Barry Kerry County Council Elected Member N
4 Clir. Marie Moloney Kerry County Council Elected Member N
5 ClIr. Liam "Speedy" Nolan Kerry County Council Elected Member N
6 CliIr. Aoife Kennelly Kerry County Council Elected Member N
7 Clir. Charlie Farrelly Kerry County Council Elected Member N
8 Clir. Anne O’Sullivan Kerry County Council Elected Member Y
9 Mr. Paul Neary Kerry County Council Y
10 | Supt David Callaghan An Garda Siochana Y
11 Supt John Ryan An Garda Siochana Y
12 | Ms. Olivia O'Rahilly Health Service Executive Y
13 | Ms. Breda Lynch Tusla N
14 | Mr. Dermot Lynch Dingle Business Chamber N
15 | Ms. Gillian O’Sullivan Munster Technological University N
16 | Ms. Linda Kearin Kerry Community Youth Service Y
17 | Mr. Pat O’'Shea North East West Kerry Development Y
18 | Mr. Noel Spillane South Kerry Development Partnership Y
19 | Ms. Helen O’Sullivan IRD Duhallow N
20 | Mr. Diarmuid Cronin Muintir na Tire N
21 Mr. Eamon Horgan PPN Local Resident Rep—Kenmare MD Y
22 Mr. Tom Walsh PPN Local Resident Rep—Killarney MD Y
23 | Mr. Tony Hanlon PPN Local Resident Rep-Listowel MD Y
24 | Ms. Brenda O'Connor PPN Local Resident Rep—Tralee MD Y
25 | Mr. Sean Roche PPN Community and Voluntary Sector Y
26 | Mr. Daniel Quirke-Soundy PPN New and Minority Communities N
27 | Mr. Michael O'Mahony PPN Kerry Older People's Council Y

Total Membership 27/30 filled
Total Attendance 16
% in Attendance 59%

Chairperson Signature




