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These minutes are edited for Data Protection purposes  

because in effect putting them on the Internet is publishing them.  
An unedited paper copy is available on request. 

 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF 
KENMARE HELD ONLINE AND, IN THE AREA SERVICE CENTRE, KILLORGLIN ON 
FRIDAY 27th MARCH 2026. 
 
MIONTUAIRISCÍ NA CRUINNITHE DE CHEANTAR BARDASACH NEIDÍN A THIONÓLADH 
AR-LÍNE/FÍORÚIL AGUS, I LÁRIONAD SEIRBHÍSÍ CHILL ORGLAN, AR AN HAOINE 27Ú 
MÁRTA 2026. 
 
PRESENT/I LÁTHAIR 
Councillors/Comhairleoirí  

Cllr. N. Moriarty (Cathaoirleach) 
Cllr. D. McCarthy 
Cllr. T. Cahill 
Cllr. J. Healy-Rae 
Cllr. T. O’Sullivan Casey 
Cllr. P. Foley 
 
IN ATTENDANCE/I LÁTHAIR 

Mr. J. Nolan    MD Manager Kenmare Municipal District 
Mr. P. Teahan   Municipal District Engineer SEE 
Ms. D. Griffin  Municipal District Officer  
Ms. S. Horgan   Meeting Administrator 
Mr. P. Curry   Senior Engineer Capital Delivery - Road Design 
Mr. D. Fitzgearld  Executive Engineer 
Ms. S. Munnelly  SSO Community 
Mr. K. O’Halloran  EE Kenmare  
Mr. M. Kelliher  EE Caherciveen  
Mr. C. Joy                          A/SEE Housing Capital  
Mr. J. Sugrue  EE Killorglin  
Mr. B. Teahan  Administrative Officer 
Ms. T. O’ Neill                    Head of I.T (Acting) 
Mr. D. Doyle   SE Capital Development Unit 
Mr. A. Cantwell  Press Office  
Mr. K. O’ Connor            I.T. Technical Support 
Ms. M. Galvin  C.O Corporate Services  
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The meeting commenced at 10.00am. 
 
Cathaoirleach Cllr. N. Moriarty took the chair.  
 
Ms. S. Horgan Meetings Administrator went through the protocol for Online and physical 
Municipal District Meetings in accordance with Standing Orders. 
 
The Meetings Administrator proceeded to take a roll call of the Elected Members. 
 
 
26.03.27.01 (a) Confirmation of the Minutes of the following meeting: 
 

• The minutes of the Kenmare Municipal District meeting held on 30th January 2026 were 

confirmed, as proposed by Cllr. D. McCarthy and seconded by Cllr. N. Moriarty. 

 
 
26.03.27.01 (b) Business prescribed by statute Standing Orders or Resolutions of the 
Municipal District Members for transactions at such meeting 
 
 

1. To consider and adopt the Schedule of Municipal District Works Plan for the 

Kenmare Municipal District, in accordance with the provisions under Section 58 

of the Local Government Reform Act, 2014 and guidelines issued by the 

Department of Environment, Community and Local Government (Circular LG 

27/2014).  

 
 
Mr. Pádraic Teahan, Senior Executive Engineer, outlined the Schedule of Municipal 
District Works Plan for the Kenmare Municipal District that had been circulated to the 
Elected Members. 
 
 
 
 
20th March 2026 
 
Chúig/To:  Cathaoirleach B. O’Connell, 

Gach ball de Cheantar Bardasach Neidín 
 
RE:    Schedule of Municipal District Works Plan 2026 –  
                         Kenmare Municipal District 

 
A Chomhairleoir, a chara, 
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The Schedule of Municipal District Works (SMDW) Plan has been prepared primarily on the basis of the 

2026 Department of Transport grant allocations for Regional and Local Roads announced on 17th 

February; Transport Infrastructure Ireland National Roads grant allocations announced on 17th 

February; Transport Infrastructure Ireland’s Greenways and National Road Active Travel grant 

allocations announced on 19th January; National Transport Authority (NTA) Capital grant allocations 

2026 announced on 19th January 2026; and the Department of Rural and Community Development Local 

Improvement Scheme allocations announced on 25th February 2026. 

These programmes have, in recent years, informed the Schedule of Municipal District Works (SMDW) 

Plan presented to members, having regard to the total level of funding available in the adopted budget. 

Maximising value for money, sustainability, and return on investment are key objectives underpinning 

the prioritisation of work and the allocation of available funding within each municipal district. This 

approach also ensures an appropriate balance in the allocation of resources between urban and rural 

areas across the district. 

Over the past 12 months, significant progress was achieved through the successful delivery of an 

extensive road works programme in the Kenmare Municipal District, including Restoration 

Improvement, Restoration Maintenance, Community Involvement Schemes, Local Improvement 

Schemes, Drainage Grants, Specific Improvement Grants, Safety Improvement Works, Bridge 

Rehabilitation, the Footpath Programme, and Discretionary Grants. 

Additionally, significant progress is being achieved in the MD across a range of capital funding streams.  

Construction continues on the South Kerry Greenway and TII have allocated €9,180,000 in 2026 towards 

Stages 2 and 3 between Glenbeigh and Caherciveen.  

In relation to national roads, TII again experienced funding constraints in 2025 which delayed the 

advancement of a number of projects.  However, it must be acknowledged that funding levels have 

increased in 2026, particularly across the grant categories of pavement and minor works which will have 

a positive impact on the municipal district.   
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In relation to pavement projects, in total, there is a sum of €4,010,000 allocated to commence 

improvement projects on the N70 Ring of Kerry road, including works in Caherciveen town; with 

€2,500,000 allocated to close out the N71 Kenmare to Bonane scheme. The pavement of the extensive 

national secondary network in the MD will need ongoing investment and the Council will continue to 

raise this matter with TII. 

In relation to the improvements that are envisaged under the Minor Works grant category, a total of 

€4,850,000 has been allocated to four schemes on the Ring of Kerry. A sum of €4,150,000 of this figure 

is being allocated towards the N70 Blackwater Bridge to Sneem scheme which will allow the project to 

proceed to tender/construction.   

Regular updates in relation to these schemes are provided at Municipal District meetings. 

Bridge Rehabilitation works will also be carried out at a number of locations on the N70 Ring of Kerry 

Route, where three structures will be replaced and a further one will be rehabilitated. 

Key elements of the RRDF schemes for Caherciveen and Killorglin have, following the approval of the 

Elected Members, now progressed beyond the statutory process stage to the tender/construction stage. 

A grant allocation of €6.5m has been secured for Caherciveen to renovate and extend the Carnegie 

Building, enhance the Fair Green and develop a waterfront amenity and board walk along the Fertha 

River.  An allocation of €640,000 has also been received for the conservation and renovation of the Court 

House Building in Killorglin. These projects will proceed to construction this year.   

The Municipal District continues to support and deliver a wide range of community schemes through 

ORIS, T&V, CLAR and Community Recognition Funding. These initiatives include improvements to public 

realm streetscapes, beaches and coastal access, public conveniences, playgrounds, parks and open 

spaces, and walking routes. 

Collectively, these projects enhance quality of life for residents, strengthen tourism infrastructure, and 

support the ongoing economic development of the Municipal District. 

In addition, Kerry County Council and the Kenmare Municipal District play a central role in promoting 

and protecting human rights and equality, and in fostering a culture of respect for human rights, equality, 
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and intercultural understanding across the County. In line with good practice, we recognise and value 

the importance of championing and developing projects that are responsive, accessible, resilient, and 

reflective of the communities we serve. 

As Municipal District Manager, I wish to pay tribute to the hard work and dedication of all staff, 

particularly those in the Kenmare Municipal District, for their continued commitment to delivering 

essential services throughout 2025. 

 

I recommend the Plan for adoption. 

____________ 
James Nolan, 
Kenmare Municipal District Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROADWORKS PROGRAMME 
Kenmare Municipal District 

 

Grant Allocations 

 

The following Government grant allocations have been considered in the preparation of the Programme 

(copy attached)   

 

- An Roinn Iompair (Department of Transport) Circular RW 03/2026 (dated 17th February 2026) 

– 2026 Regional and Local Road Grant Allocations  
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- An Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail (Department for Rural and Community Development) 

Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) (announced 25th February 2026)  

- Bonneagar Iompair Éireann (Transport Infrastructure Ireland) - 2026 Grant Allocations to Local 

Authorities for National Roads (announced 17th February 2026) and Greenways and National 

Roads Active Travel (announced 19th January 2026)  

- National Transport Authority (NTA) Capital Grant Allocations 2026 (announced 19th January 

2026) 

The substantive element of the Roads Maintenance and Operational Services Section within the 

Community Climate Action and Operational Services Directorate will be the maintenance of National, 

Regional and Local Roads, as well as the Urban Roads in the Kenmare Municipal District. The Council 

depends on National Government for the greater part of its funding to carry out these improvements to 

the road network.  

 

National Roads 

The grant allocation from Transport Infrastructure Ireland for National Roads, announced on 17th 

February 2026, amounts to €33,690,825.  

 

In addition, the grant allocation from Transport Infrastructure Ireland for Greenways and National Roads 

Active Travel 2026, announced on 19th January 2026, totals €9.95 million for projects across the county. 

The substantive element of this allocation is €9,180,000 to progress the South Kerry Greenway stages 2 

and 3 between Glenbeigh and Caherciveen.  

 

Non-National Roads    

The overall grant allocation for the non-national roads is €31,367,325 which is a decrease of €1,993,125 

(6.0%) on the 2025 allocation. Kerry County Council welcomes the additional Restoration Improvement 

grant allocation for strengthening and rehabilitation works, which represents an increase of €984,500 

compared to the 2025 allocation under this heading. The additional €63,000 allocated for Safety 

Improvement Works across the County is also welcomed. 
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The overall reduction in Regional & Local Roads Grant funding is largely attributable to the completion 

of Phase 1 of the Tralee Northern Relief Road, which formed a significant element of the 2025 allocation, 

together with the completion of Phase 1 of the Speed Limit Review Works. Table 1 below provides an  

overview of the grant allocations.   

 

 

 

 

Kerry County Council DoT Grants 2026 

Department of Transport Grant Category 
R & L Roads  

2026 Allocation 
2025 Allocation 

(R1) 
Delta % 

1.      Restoration Improvement €16,426,500 €15,442,000 €984,500 6.4% 

2.      RM €1,939,000 €1,939,000 €0 0.0% 

3.      SRM €1,793,500 €1,696,500 €97,000 5.7% 

4.      Discretionary Grant €4,054,000 €3,929,000 €125,000 3.2% 

5.      Bridge Rehabilitation €900,000 €930,000 -€30,000 -3.2% 

6.      Specific Improvement Grants €1,050,000 €1,555,000 -€505,000 -32.5% 

7.      Strategic Regional & Local Roads €1,400,000 €3,775,000 -€2,375,000 -62.9% 

8.      Safety Improvement Works €728,000 €665,000 €63,000 9.5% 

9.      PSCI:Survey Support €34,000 €34,000 €0 0.0% 

10.   Training Grant €113,000 €105,000 €8,000 7.6% 

11.   Drainage Works €857,500 €857,500 €0 0.0% 

12.   Former National Roads €400,000 €500,000 -€100,000 -20.0% 

13.   Speed Limit Review Signs   €310,500 -€310,500 -100.0% 

14.   Climate Adaptation & Resilience 
Works 

€820,000 €836,000 -€16,000 -1.9% 

15.   Community Involvement Scheme €851,825 €785,950 €65,875 8.4% 

          

Total Budget €31,367,325 €33,360,450 -€1,993,125 -6.0% 

Table 1 2026 RLR Grant Allocations ref. Circular RW 03/2026 

Restoration Improvement 

The grant allocation under the Restoration Improvement (RI) Programme is €16,426,500 which is an 

increase of €984,500 (6.4%) on Round 1, 2025. This funding is for surface restoration and road 

reconstruction where the existing pavement is in very poor condition. The Department has stipulated 

that flexibility is not available to transfer funding from the RI Programme to the Discretionary Grant in 

2026.  
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The projects proposed under the 2026 RI programme are based on the 2025-2027 Multi-Annual 

Restoration Improvement Programme, as adopted by Council on 21st October 2024. It was envisaged, 

when adopting this programme, that some schemes, could be advanced if additional funding was made 

available in the 2026 grant allocations.  

The 2026 RI programme will result in approximately 37.5km of local and regional roads being upgraded 

across the Municipal District. 

Restoration Maintenance & Supplementary Restoration Maintenance 

A grant allocation of €3,732,500 is provided under the Restoration Maintenance (RM) and 

Supplementary Restoration Maintenance (SRM) which is an increase of €97,000 (5.7%) on the 2025 

allocation. This funding is solely for surface dressing. Works involving other materials (e.g. wearing 

course macadam) which are often used in urban roads are not permissible under the RM/SRM 

Programmes and may only be carried out under the Restoration Improvement Programme or under the 

Discretionary Grant. The RM/SRM Programmes are targeted at roads which are in a reasonable condition 

and where the sealing of the road will protect it from requiring extensive repairs over a potential period 

of 8 to 10 years. Any preparatory works, including limited pothole repairs, drainage etc. must be funded 

from the Discretionary Grant. The funding for each Municipal District under the RM/SRM Programmes 

has been allocated on a proportional basis having regard to the total length of roads in each district. The 

unit rates for delivering this programme were adjusted in 2024 in line with the Department of Transport’s 

‘Memorandum on Grants for Regional and Local Roads – January 2024’ to reflect price increases in 

bitumen and fuel costs and this programme will be kept under review and Members advised of any 

adjustments that may be necessary throughout the year.  

Discretionary Grant 

The Discretionary Maintenance Grant allocation of €4,054,000 has increased by €125,000 on the 

allocation for 2025. This funding is used for the maintenance of the non-national road network in the 

county, which includes general roads upkeep, winter maintenance, routine maintenance, footpath 

repairs, bridge maintenance, etc. For 2026, a specific allocation of €25,000 or €5,000 per Municipal 

District, is again being ringfenced for the treatment of Invasive Plant Species on Non-National Roads as 

identified in the Invasive Species Register for each Municipal District. In addition, €50,000 is ringfenced 
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for School Warning Lights Maintenance or €10,000 per Municipal District. Circular RW 03/2026 requires 

Local Authorities to set aside a contingency sum to address possible severe weather issues, including 

treatment of additional routes not on the Winter Maintenance Service Plan or to deal with damage 

caused by severe weather events, such as flood damage. A sum of €400,000 has been set aside from the 

Discretionary Grant for this purpose. Additionally, a contingency sum of €200,000 is being set aside for 

emergency bridge repairs. Any unclaimed monies under these budget contingencies will be re-allocated 

to regional and local roads upkeep in advance of the end of year deadline for grant drawdown at the end 

of November. 

An allocation of €400,000 from the Discretionary Grant is once again proposed to address footpath 

maintenance. The allocation for the Municipal District is determined having regard to the length of 

footpaths in the county, the condition of the infrastructure, the level of footfall and commitments to 

other funding programmes such as urban regeneration and town & village renewal schemes.  The 

footpath allocation for the Kenmare Municipal District amounts to €60,000.  

Bridge Rehabilitation Works 

An allocation of €900,000 is provided for Bridge Rehabilitation Works in 2026. This is allocated to 

complete upgrade works on bridges across the Municipal Districts in 2026.  

In the Kenmare MD, design work is proceeding on three bridges, the L4047 Gearha South, Blackwater 

Bridge, the R568 Gearha (Boston) Bridge and the L4039 Gearha Bridge, Beaufort. The proposed works at 

each of these structures will be the subject of Section 177AE applications to An Coimisiún Pleanála during 

the course of the year. Refurbishment works will be undertaken on a further bridge on the L11643 at 

Letter West, Glenbeigh. 

Specific Improvement Grants 

An allocation of €1,050,000 is provided for Specific Improvement Grants in 2026, including an allocation 

of €30,000 for the design of improvements at a bridge structure in Dunloe Upper in the Gap of Dunloe. 

Strategic Regional & Local Roads 
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An allocation of €1,400,000 is provided for Strategic Regional and Local Roads in 2026. This includes 

€1,000,000 allocated to the Tralee Northern Relief Road, €350,000 to progress the Killarney Strategic 

Links Project and €50,000 for the design development of the Kenmare Relief Road Phase 2. 

Safety Improvement Works 

An allocation of €728,000 is provided for Safety Improvement Works in 2026. This reflects an increase 

of €63,000 (9.5%) on the 2026 allocation. This funding is for works on sections of the network with the 

most prevalent safety issues, where value for money interventions could reduce or eliminate collisions. 

Proposals for individual safety improvement schemes costing in excess of €250,000 (incl. VAT) are 

outside of the scope of this scheme. The 2026 funding category includes an allocation of €50,000 for 

safety improvement works at a junction on the R566 Skellig Ring Road at Ballinskelligs including the 

provision of anti-skid surfacing, lining and signing. A sum of €8,000 is being provided for driver feedback 

signage on the R565 regional road approach to Knightstown. 

 

 

Drainage Works 

A specific allocation is provided for again in 2026 for Drainage Works (DW) and the allocation of 

€857,500 is equal to the 2025 allocation. It is anticipated therefore that the number of local secondary 

and tertiary roads to be addressed under drainage works will be commensurate with 2025 and this year’s 

allocation will once again allow for approximately 10% of the 2,770km of the local secondary and tertiary 

road network being maintained. The allocation of the drainage funding for each Municipal District will 

be based on a proportional basis having regard to the length of roads in each district. This is primarily 

for the opening of roadside drains and some skirting. Any extensive repairs to drainage pipes will have 

to be funded from the Discretionary Maintenance Grant. 

Strategic Rehabilitation Regional Roads (Former National Roads) 

The Department has continued with the programme to rehabilitate former national roads and have 

made an allocation of €400,000 under this programme in 2026, which is allocated to reconfiguring the 

road cross section on the R-878 former N-69 at Laharan, Tralee, and the provision of traffic calming and 

footpaths linking residential areas to existing footpaths.  
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Climate Adaptation  

The Department has continued with this funding allocation for 2026, having first introduced it as part of 

the July 2020 Government Stimulus Plan. The 2026 allocation amounts to €820,000 which is a decrease 

of €16,000 (1.9%) on the 2025 allocation. The allocation allows for the advancement of drainage and 

similar works at 16 locations across all Municipal Districts including €190,000 for 3 projects in the 

Kenmare Municipal District as follows: 

 

• L11652 Curra Road, Glenbeigh - Retaining Wall;    €130,000 

• R-568 Direen, Molls Gap Rd. - Embankment works;      €35,000 

• L-11504 Ballyhearny West, Valentia Road - Edge protection works;    €25,000 

Community Improvement Schemes (CIS) 

The Community Improvement Scheme (CIS) 2026 allocation of €851,825 represents a €65,875 (8.4%) 

increase on 2025 funding. The Community Improvement Scheme is for works on public roads where the 

community will contribute towards the cost of the works. The Department has advised that for 2026, 

the community monetary contribution will be reduced to 8%. The level of funding being made available 

allows for 7 roads to be improved under this programme in 2026, subject to receipt of local 

contributions.  

Local Improvement Schemes (LIS) 

Applications to the Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) scheme were invited in 2018 and over 800 

applications were received. These applications were assessed, and a priority list prepared in accordance 

with the marking scheme agreed with Council in 2018. 

Details of the grant allocation for Kerry under the Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) for improvement 

works to private roads were notified by the Department of Rural and Community Development on the 

25th February 2026. The 2026 allocation of €1,133,190 will allow for the advancement of further projects 

from the 2018 LIS list. The unit rates for delivering this programme have been adjusted to reflect price 
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increases and this programme will be kept under review and Members advised of any adjustments that 

may be necessary throughout the year.  

National Transport Authority Capital Grant Allocations 2026 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has continued with the Active Travel Programme and Kerry 

County Council received a 2026 Grant Allocation of €2,750,000 from the NTA for Active Travel and Safe 

Routes to Schools Measures across the county including grant support for the design of projects at the 

Intermediate School Killorglin, Cullina NS, and Glounaguillagh NS. 

In addition, an allocation of €500,000 is being provided again in 2026 in respect of a “Bus Stop 

Enhancement Programme” in Kerry, which is intended to continue the upgrade of bus stops in various 

locations across the county, including the installation of bus poles and hard standing areas. 

Conclusion   

The attached tables set out all the maintenance and repair work to be provided in the Kenmare Municipal 

District, as outlined in 2026 State Grants. 

 
Elected members thanked Mr. P. Teahan for the update and welcomed the Schedule of 
Municipal District Works Plan for the Kenmare Municipal District.  
 
Cllr. J. Healy-Rae said funding is not sufficient for maintenance/footpath works. He also 
referenced the playground in Killorglin, adding that it requires maintenance.  
 
Mr. J. Nolan Municipal District Manager paid tribute to the hard work and dedication of 
all the staff, particularly those in the Kenmare Municipal District. 
 
Ms. S. Horgan meeting administrator indicated a vote would take place and read out the 
following:  
 
On the PROPOSAL of Cllr. D. McCarthy and SECONDED by Cllr. J. Healy-Rae, that 
having considered the report as circulated and as presented and dealt with at the 
meeting, that the recommendations in the report and that the Proposal as set out be 
noted and that the members approve the project proceeding as recommended. 
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A vote was taken which resulted as follows: 

For: Cllrs – N. Moriarty, P. Foley, D. McCarthy, J. Healy-Rae, T. O’Sullivan 
Casey (5) 
 
Against: None (0) 

Absent: Cllrs – T. Cahill (1) 
 
Ms. S. Horgan declared the proposal to be CARRIED. 
 
 
 
 
26.03.27.02. (a) To note report from Active Land Management & Economic Development 
 

It was agreed to note the following Report which was circulated: 
 

ACTIVE LAND MANAGEMENT & 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

 
 

Kenmare Municipal District 
 
 
 

Friday 27th March 2026. 
 

 
 

 
Director of Services: James Nolan 
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1.ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM 
 
1.1RDI Hub Recognition Highlights Impact of Kerry County Council’s Support for High-Tech 
Innovation 

Two AI companies based at the RDI Hub — Neural Bi and Graphite Note — were recently 
recognised by international publication TechRound among Ireland’s top AI startups, 
highlighting the high-calibre firms choosing to locate in Kerry. Neural Bi’s founder, Sudha 
Alagappan, has also strengthened her global profile in AI ethics through international 
networking opportunities supported by the Council, including her participation in the Global 
Economic Summit.  
Kerry County Council’s partnership in the RDI Hub — alongside Fexco and MTU — continues 
to deliver tangible benefits, attracting high-potential technology companies and reinforcing the 
county’s position as a national leader in emerging technology. 
 

 

1.2 World Heritage Structural Infrastructural Fund (WHSIF) 2026 

The pilot World Heritage Strategic Investment Fund for 2026 was announced on January 28th, 
providing €350,000 nationally to support the conservation, protection and enhancement of 
Ireland’s UNESCO World Heritage Properties and Tentative List Sites. This fund is open to 
local authorities, NGOs and private owners. The main aim of the fund is to assist with 
protecting the attributes or potential attributes of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of World 
heritage listed properties or those on the Tentative List. Eligible projects apply to monuments, 
buildings or sites that contribute to OUV and are listed on heritage registers, within protected 
structures lists or within conservation areas. The fund helps to improve understanding, 
interpretation and accessibility of heritage structures; focusing on conservation and 
climate-resilience works; strengthen overall protection. Stream A offers up to €30,000 for 
interpretation, presentation and access initiatives while Stream B provides up to €100,000 for 
conservation, essential repairs, expert advice and Conservation Management Plans 
 

1.3Film Office-Screen Kerry 2026 update 

Kerry continues to strengthen its reputation as a premier screen production location, with 
strong momentum across the past twelve months and into 2026. February saw the 
commencement of filming for the French/Irish co-production ‘Les Brumes’, a major Netflix 
television series shooting across the Dingle Peninsula with approximately 50–80 cast and crew 
over a three-and-a-half-week schedule. Engagement with the production on location 
highlighted very positive feedback from international producers and the location management 
team regarding the efficiency, flexibility and support of Kerry County Council and the value of 
having a dedicated Film Officer as a single point of contact. Further activity is already 
scheduled for 2026, including both an international production and a national film production 
planned for South Kerry in May, alongside several additional enquiries currently in 
development stages. These include a potential visit by an AMC production later in the spring, 
as well as other international scouting enquiries. Building on Kerry’s established screen profile 
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through productions such as Star Wars and more recent projects filmed across the county, this 
ongoing pipeline of productions continues to deliver economic benefit to local communities 
through accommodation, services and employment, while also strengthening the county’s 
international visibility as a distinctive filming destination. 
 
 
 
 

1.4 Kerry Tourism Industry Federation event 

The Kerry Tourism Industry Federation (KTIF) hosted its 2026 Members’ Day at The Brehon 
Hotel, Killarney, on Tuesday 3 March, welcoming tourism businesses, industry leaders and key 
stakeholders from across the county. The event provided an opportunity for members to review 
progress, engage with key decision-makers and contribute to discussions on the future 
development of tourism in Kerry. Keynote speakers included Alice Mansergh, CEO of Tourism 
Ireland; Fearghal Reidy, Chief Executive of Kerry County Council; and Miriam Kennedy, Head 
of the Wild Atlantic Way with Fáilte Ireland. 
 
 

 

2. LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE 
 
2.1 Local Enterprise Week  

 
The LEO had a successful Enterprise Week from 2nd – 6th March highlighting the range of 
activities, funding and programmes on offer. Eleven events were held including: 
 

• Business Efficiency Supports and Grants  

• Shop layout and merchandising clinic 

• International Women’s Day event with Kerry Businesswomen’s Network – 

• Start Your Own Business Programme morning course  

• How to use AI to transform your social media marketing 

• Digital Review Clinics 

• Grow Your Business – Management Development Programme 

• Sustainable procurement – A practical guide for SMEs 

• Creative clinic for the craft and visual arts sector – one to one 

• Start Your Own Business evening course  

• Planning your HR Priorities in 2026 
 
300 business participated across the events. 
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2.2 Project Evaluation and Assessment Committee 

The first meeting of the LEO grant approvals committee took place in mid-February and six 
businesses were approved c. €100,000 in grant aid. The next meeting is scheduled for mid-
April 
 
2.3 Schools Programme – Student Enterprise Awards 

 
The County Finals of the Student Enterprise Awards took place on Friday 13 
March 2025 at The Business & I.T. Building, MTU, Tralee. Schools from the MD 
were very well represented in the finals and picked up a number of awards.  
 
3.VACANT HOMES OFFICE  
3.1 Vacant Home Figures 

 

Kenmare MD 

Date 09/03/2026 

Applications Received - Kenmare 162 

Applications Fully Approved - Kenmare 88 

Applications Approved in Principle - Kenmare 6 

Applications Paid - Kenmare 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4.DERELICT SITES 
4.1 Derelict Sites Figures- Kenmare MD 

 
 

Derelict Sites 
(as at 03/03/2026) County Kenmare MD 

Open Case Files 241 55 

Files with Active Engagement 106 32 

Closed Files 43 5 

Section 8(2) Notices (Warning 
Notice) 

148 43 
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Other Notices (Section 8(7) 
Levies, Compulsory 
Acquisitions, Etc) 

217 24 

Derelict Sites Register 83 12 

(b) Notices of Motion 
 
1. Cllr. P. Foley: Can Kerry County Council acquire the cinema in Killorglin, as it is of huge 
importance to the town. 
 
REPLY: Kerry County Council have appointed a consultant to undertake a Feasibility Study in 
respect of the development of art centre in Killorglin. This will include examining the potential 
reuse of the Killorglin Cinema.  
 
Cllr. D. McCarthy seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. J. Nolan Municipal District Manager noted that engagement is taking place with a 
consultant team and that a report is expected within the coming months. 
 
(c) Questions  
 
1. Cllr. J. Healy-Rae: Can Kerry County Council outline our understanding now of planning 
requirements for people with short term lets in places outside of towns with a population of over 
20,000 residents? 
 
REPLY: Effective from May 20, 2026, all STL units will be required to be registered with Fáilte 
Ireland and display a unique registration number online. The circular mandates that properties 
in Rent Pressure Zones (RPZs) used as second homes or entire principal residences for more 
than 90 days annually will generally need change-of-use planning permission. (as per Circular 
SPI 01/2026 from the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage).  
In order to ensure compliance with statutory planning requirements, many short-term letting 
hosts are required to make a planning application to the relevant local authority.  This should be 
for change of use in the case of a new proposal for short-term letting, or retention of change of 
use in seeking to continue an existing short-term letting operation, in accordance with the 
regulations summarised above.  In either case, new works may also be sought.  
 
In assessing any such planning applications, planning authorities must make a planning decision 
on the merits of the particular application, having regard to any relevant policies set out in the 
local authority development plan for the area in question.  In conjunction with, or absent 
development plan policies, the assessment of a planning application for short-term letting may 
also consider relevant planning matters to determine suitability, which may include:- 
 

• Access, traffic, parking, drainage, waste management, design, privacy, noise, 
disturbance, open space and amenities.   

• The nature of the site/location and any relevant statutory designations.   
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• Evidence of the level of housing demand in the area and in particular, the nature of the 
rental market. 

 
There is currently no statutory national-level planning policy in place with regard to short-term 
letting, although individual local authorities may devise their own locally determined county or 
city development plan policies. 
 
In parallel with the EU Short Term Rental (STR) Regulation and the DETE STLT Bill process, 
the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) committed to the 
preparation of a National Planning Statement (NPS), to set out policy and provide guidance for 
planning authorities. Any NPS must be approved by Government. As things stand, this statutory 
national planning policy is not yet in place and any planning application submitted for short-term 
letting will be considered as set out above. 
 
2. Cllr. T. Cahill: Can Kerry County Council outline what plans it has to provide a dedicated 
campervan / motorhome parking facility within the Kenmare Municipal District and confirm 
whether Kenmare and other suitable locations within the MD are seriously being considered as 
part of the council’s planned pilot campervan facility for 2026? 
 
REPLY: Kerry County Council intends to deliver a pilot campervan facility in the county in 2026 
and will identify a suitable location for this project in the coming weeks. Potential sites within the 
Municipal District of Kenmare will be included in this assessment. The site-selection process will 
ensure that the chosen location is appropriate, sustainable, and capable of supporting the 
objectives of the pilot initiative. 
 
In parallel, Kerry County Council is finalising a draft framework for campervan and motorhome's 
which will outline clear, consistent, and sustainable guidelines for the overnight parking of 
motorhomes and campervans in County Kerry. The proposed framework which aims to support 
tourism, safeguard local communities, and protect the natural environment was presented to 
members at the most recent Economic SPC and observations received are currently being 
considered and incorporated 
 
3. Cllr. P. Foley: When will Lynch's Heights and Ardmoniel Heights be taken in charge? 
 
REPLY: The Housing Estates Unit (HEU) in conjunction with Uisce Eireann have agreed the 
Site Resolution Plan for Ardmoniel Height and are in the process of agreeing funding and a 
programme to works. 
 
In respect of Lynch’s Heights Kerry County Council are working with UÉ to develop the Site 
Resolution Plan for the development. Uisce Eireann have requested wayleaves from the 
homeowner. 
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26.03.27.03 (a) To note update report from Housing Directorate 
 
It was agreed to note the following Report which was circulated: 
 

HOUSING DIRECTORATE REPORT 
 
 
 
 

KENMARE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT 
 
 
 
 
 

11th March 2026 
 

 
 
 

Director of Service: Niamh O’ Sullivan. 
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Housing Report – KENMARE Municipal District 

 

• Housing Applications  
 
The Summary of Social Housing Assessments 2025 has been completed in November 2025. 
Members are aware that this is an annual exercise and the 2026 SSHA process has 
commenced.    
The total number of qualified applicants (excluding transfers) under the 2025 assessment for 
County Kerry is 2,482 (SSHA 2024 2,333). This data is at a fixed date. 
 
The following details are point in time and current and updated details are provided at each 
MD Meeting. 
 
The figures below include not only applicants who have Kenmare as their primary area of 
choice but applicants in other parts of the County who have indicated that they may be 
interested in Kenmare as not their primary area of choice but as one of their other areas 
indicated.  
 

 No  

Current no. of approved applicants on the 
housing list who have selected an area within this 
MD as an area of choice* 

812 

Net Need for Kenmare MD (excluding transfers) * 533 

No. of applications received this year who have 
selected an area within this MD as an area of 
choice* 

36 

No. of applications approved since the start of 
this year who have selected an area within this 
MD as an area of choice* 

39 

 
*(including from other MDs who have indicated Kenmare as any one of their 3 areas of choices) 
 
  
 
 Breakdown by Bed No.  
 
The figures below include not only applicants who have Kenmare as their primary area of 
choice but applicants in other parts of the County who have indicated that they may be 
interested in Kenmare as not their primary area of choice but as one of their other areas 
indicated.  
 

1-Bed 445 

2-Bed 218 

3-Bed 125 

4-Bed 23 

5-Bed 1 
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Total 812 

 
 
 
 

• Void Management  
 

 

Municipal District breakdown No  

Current no. of dwellings under repair and unallocated 2 

Current no. of dwellings under repair and allocated 3 

Current no. of dwellings awaiting repairs 8 

Current no. of repaired dwellings awaiting allocation 0 

Current no. of repaired dwellings allocated awaiting 
occupation  

0 

Total No of Voids in Municipal District 13 

 
 

• Social Housing Options 
 

 

Social Housing Options in 
MD 

New tenancies 
since the start of 
the year 

Current No of 
tenancies 

LA Housing  1 666 

RAS  0 38 

Leasing  0 23 

HAP  4 126 

Total no of Tenancies 5 853 
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4    Housing Construction Programme  
 
Schemes/S.R. dwellings at planning/design stage in Municipal District 
 

 No of 
dwellings 

Type of 
dwellings 

Start date Estimated 
completion 
date 

Droum, Glenbeigh 
Single Rural 
Dwelling  
 

1 3-Bed SRD.  September 
2026  
 

September 
2027  
 

 
Schemes/ S.R. dwellings under construction in Municipal District. 
 

Location  No of 
dwellings 

Type of 
dwellings 

Start date Estimated 
completion 
date 

Farrantoreen, 
Killorglin, Phase 1 
(Turnkey) 

12 3-bed dwelling  
 

September 
2025 
 

October 
2026  
 

Farrantoreen, 
Killorglin, Phase 2 
(Turnkey) 

10 3-bed dwelling  
 

September 
2025 
 

March 2027  
 

Farrantoreen, 
Killorglin, Phase 3 
(Turnkey & Part V) 

4 no. 
Turnkeys 
6 no. Part V 

3-bed dwelling  
 

September 
2025  
 

June 2027  
 

 
 
AHB Schemes in Municipal District 
 

Location No of 
dwellings  

Type of dwellings Estimated completion 
date 

Mary O'Donoghue 
Avenue, 
Cahersiveen 

7 7 x 2 bed houses March 2027 

Ardmoneel, 
Killorglin 

4 1 x 4 bed 
Community Home 

 

March 2026 

Fairview Heights, 
Banshagh, Killorglin 
- Phase 3 

11 1 x 2 bed house 
10 x 3 bed houses 

April 2026 

Fairview Heights, 
Banshagh, Killorglin 
- Phase 4 

19 1 x 2 bed house 
18 x 3 bed houses 

September 2026 
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5    Maintenance/Improvement of Housing Stock  
 
Since 1st January 2026 166 requests for repairs have been received for the Kenmare Municipal 
District. 
 
 
6 Housing Adaptation /Housing Aid for Older People Grants (Private House Grants)  
 
Since 1st January 2026, 26 grant applications have been received for the Kenmare Municipal 
District 
 
Since 1st January 2026, 19 grants have been allocated in the Kenmare Municipal District. 
 
 
 
7             Choice Based Lettings (CBL) 
 
The CBL update is as follows: 
 
Choice Based Letting 

 

Period No. of properties 
advertised (Overall) 

No. of properties 
advertised (Kenmare MD) 

2025 384 55 

2026 65 14 

 
 
(b) Notices of Motion 

1. Cllr. J. Healy-Rae: That Kerry County Council would carry out a retrofit scheme on their own 
houses in Dromnevane Kenmare some of which are in a poor state. 

Reply: The Kerry County Council EERP Programme for 2026 is fully allocated and preliminary 
works have already commenced. The 2026 programme was finalised in Q4 of 2025. 
Dromnevane Estate will be considered for the 2027 EERP Programme, subject to meeting the 
relevant criteria for programme eligibility and the allocation of Department funding. Stock 
condition surveys assessing existing property conditions will be carried out to this estate in 2026.  

Cllr. D. McCarthy seconded the motion. 

2. Cllr. D. McCarthy: Can Kerry County Council apply for funding for retro fitting in houses in 
Dromneavane. 

Reply: The Kerry County Council EERP Programme for 2026 is fully allocated and preliminary 
works have already commenced. The 2026 programme was finalised in Q4 of 2025. 
Dromnevane Estate will be considered for the 2027 EERP Programme, subject to meeting the 
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relevant criteria for programme eligibility and the allocation of Department funding. Stock 
condition surveys assessing existing property conditions will be carried out to this estate in 2026. 

Cllr. J. Healy-Rae seconded the motion. 
 
Cllr. J. Healy-Rae left the meeting at 10:45 
 
 
(c) Questions  
 
1. Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey: Can Kerry County Council give an update on what specific building 
land it has in Sneem for Housing and what plans are in place to make use of it? 
 
Reply: Kerry County Council owns a plot of land measuring 1.54 Hectares at Inchingeela, 
Sneem. Approximately 0.65 Hectares of this land holding is zoned for residential development, 
and the remaining 0.89 Hectares is zoned as a strategic reserve. The Council intends to carry 
out a site assessment on these lands in the coming months along with other land plots across 
the county with a view to determining its suitability for housing development. Subject to the lands 
in Sneem being assessed as suitable for housing, the project will then be developed as part of 
the Government’s Delivering Homes, Building Communities 2025-2030 Housing Action Plan. 
 
Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey welcomed the reply. 
 
2. Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey: How many Council units in the Kenmare MD area have been 
retrofitted in 2025 and are there plans to retrofit units in 2026 under the EERP? 
 
Reply: Kerry County Council Housing Department receives an EERP allocation from the 
Department of Housing to undertake energy efficiency upgrade works to a number of units each 
year.  
 
Energy efficiency retrofit works were completed to 13 properties in the Kenmare MD in 2024. In 
2025, retrofit works were completed to a further 3 properties in Kenmare MD. Currently EERP 
works are underway on 10 properties in the Kenmare MD. These units are scheduled for 
completion in 2026.  
 
Properties in the Kenmare MD will again be considered for the 2027 programme, subject to 
meeting the relevant criteria for programme eligibility and the allocation of Department funding.  
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26.03.27.04. (b)To note update report from Capital Delivery, Climate Resilience and 
Culture 
 
It was agreed to note the following Report which was circulated: 
 

Capital Delivery, Climate Resilience and Culture Directorate Report 
 
 
 
 
 

Kenmare Municipal District 
 

Meeting 
 

27th March 2026 
 
 
 
 
 

Acting Director: Bridget Fitzgerald 
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CAPITAL DELIVERY 
 
Kerry National Roads Office & Greenways 
National Secondary Road Improvements - Widening & Realignment Design / 
Construction 
 
N70 Sneem to Blackwater Bridge (Ankail to Doon) Road Project 
2026 Allocation: €4.15million 

• Land acquisition is ongoing and approx. 90% complete. 

• Project to be constructed in two phases commencing with a 3km section from Tahilla to Doon 
(Contract No. 1). 
 

Contract No.1 

• A contractor has been appointed to undertake the Ground Investigation and site work is 
nearing completion. 

• Procurement of Archaeological Consultancy Services is ongoing, and a consultant is 
expected to be appointed in the coming weeks. 

• Main Roadworks Contract – Tender Documents are being finalised, and it is expected that 
the tender will be published in April 2026. 
 

N70 Creamery Cross 
2026 Allocation: €250,000 

• Part 8 process completed in October 2025. 

• Land Valuation Consultants Avison Young have been appointed to assist with the land 
valuation and acquisition process which is now underway.  

• It is hoped that the land necessary for the project can be acquired by agreement and 
discussions with affected landowners are ongoing.  
 

N70 Waterville to Ballybrack 
2026 Allocation: €200,000 

• Statutory application submitted to An Coimisiún Pleanála in December 2025.  

• 10 submissions were received by An Coimisiún Pleanála and these are now being 
considered. A decision in relation to this application is expected in 2026.  
 

N70 Bridge Rehabilitation Works 
2026 Allocation: €850,000 

• Part 8 process has been completed for three bridge replacements on the N70 at Cummergorm 
(between Glenbeigh and Glanbehy NS), Castlecove Bridge and a Culvert Replacement at 
Drimnamore, Sneem. 

• Tenders have been invited for these works which are due to be carried out in 2026. 
 

N72 Minor Works Scheme - Killorglin Bridge and Anglont 
2026 Allocation: €0 

• Statutory application documentation is substantially prepared, however,  this project did not 
receive an allocation in 2026.  
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National Secondary Pavement Improvements - Pavement overlays & associated works 
 

Status of Projects at Design / Construction 
 

Road 
No. 

Location Current 
Allocation 

Comment 

N71 
 
 
N70 

Kenmare to Bonane 
Phase 
 
Caherciveen to 
Oghermong incl. 
Caherciveen Town. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other N70 
Pavements 

 
Works commenced in October 2025 and will 
continue into Q2 2026. 
 
- Pavement Asset Repair and Renewal 

(PARR) proposal for the pavement 
improvement was approved by TII. 

- Project is being developed using a 
Phasing Strategy in consultation with TII.  

- It is anticipated that a pavement works 
contract will be undertaken in 2026 to 
rehabilitate targeted locations throughout 
the town subject to the necessary 
approvals. 

- Technical approvals for the substantive 
scheme are expected in 2026 with the 
detailed design/ statutory process to 
follow.  

 
Funding has been received for a number of 
pavement locations on the N70, details to be 
outlined at this meeting. 

 
Greenways 
 

• Land acquisition is underway and negotiations with landowners/ agents are progressing well. 
 

• Works are continuing along the 4km section between Glenbeigh and Mountain Stage which 
is expected to open in April. 

 

• An underpass and approach ramps at Gortnagree, south of Kells Station, are also under 
construction. These works are due to be completed in May.  

 

• Temporary fencing and site clearance works are substantially complete on the section from 
Kells Station to Cloghanelinaghan. This 7km section of Greenway is currently out to tender. 

 

• Tender documents are being finalised for the most challenging section between Mountain 
Stage and Kells Post Office and will be published in Q2 2026 subject to the necessary 
approvals. 
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• Technical Consultants for Heritage Structures refurbishment have been appointed to assist 
in procuring the works for the Cahersiveen Viaduct and other structures. Tender documents 
are currently being prepared. 

 

• Consultants have been appointed to obtain the Statutory Consent necessary for the section 
from Reenard to Cahersiveen (including northeast of the Iron Bridge). A Public Consultation 
outlining the Study Area and Route Options took place in October 2024 in Cahersiveen and 
was well attended.  

 

• The Preferred Option for the link between Cloghanelinighane and the Iron Bridge has been 
chosen, and the necessary environmental screening reports have been prepared. The 
statutory process for this section will commence in April. 

 

CLIMATE RESILIENCE 
Kenmare Flood Relief Scheme 

Ayesa are the appointed consultants on the scheme and commenced work in June 2022. Stage 
1 (Design) is currently programmed for completion by Q4 2026. Stage 2 (Planning) of the 
scheme will follow thereafter.  
 

Project Activities: 

• Ground Investigations: Contract is complete with final report to be updated. Further 
ground investigations are required at locations to the north of town to inform the emerging 
scheme options. These works will be completed in Q2 2026 subject to appropriate 
weather conditions to minimise the impact on private landowners. The impacted 
landowners have been contacted to discuss the works. 
 

• Hydrology & Hydraulics: Reports complete and will be published in due course.  
  

• Options Development:  A draft Options Development Report was issued in February 
and summarises the various tasks which have been completed as part of the scheme 
options development stage with a view to identifying an emerging preferred option. 
 

• Public Consultation: The second public consultation event will be scheduled following 
acceptance of the Draft Options Report to present the updated flood risk assessment and 
the scheme flood defence options under consideration.  
 

 
Environmental:  

• Specialist Environmental Surveys:   No environmental surveys have been carried out 
during Winter 2025/2026. The following surveys will be progressed in 2026 informed by 
the emerging scheme options: 
- Ornithological Surveys, 
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- Bat Survey,  
- Mammal walkover survey. 

 

• Invasive Alien Species Treatment: The specification for the extension of treatment 
works in 2026 and 2027 will be finalised upon the emergence of the preferred option. 

 

• Additional Specialist Surveys: Surveys will commence as the preferred scheme options 
emerge including - Landscape and Visual, Architectural and Archaeological Surveys, 
Noise and Vibration, Air Quality and Climate. 
 

 

Key Milestone Dates: 

Deliverable / 
Milestone 

Estimated Date 

Ground Investigation Report  Substantially Complete 

Draft Options Report  Q1 2026 

Public Consultation 2 (Options) Q2 2026 

Final Options Report Q2 2026 

Public Consultation 3 (Final) Q3 2026 

NIS / EIA Report Q3 2026 

Stage 1 Final Report Q4 2026 

 
Contact:  The project team are available to discuss the project with interested members of the 
public and other stakeholders and can be contacted by phone on (021) 2407988 and by email 
at KenmareFRS@Ayesa.com 
Website: Project updates are provided on the website at regular intervals on 
www.floodinfo.ie/frs/en/kenmare/home/ 
Newsletter: Quarterly Newsletter (No.14) was published in January 2026.  
 
CULTURE 
 
Arts Office 
 
Arts Act Grants & Individual Artist Bursaries 2026 
 
Nine organisations were awarded funding under the Arts Act Grant Scheme: 
 

Éigse na Brídeoige €800 

Kenmare Film Club €600 

Beaufort Film Night €400 

Chamber Music on Valentia €2,500 

St. Brigid’s Day Illumination €1,200 

K Visual €3,500 

Into the Wild €500 

mailto:KenmareFRS@Ayesa.com
http://www.floodinfo.ie/frs/en/kenmare/home/
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Binneas  €700 

An Féile Eile €1,000 

 
Three applicants were awarded funding under the Creative Work Development Bursary: 
 

Myfanwy Frost James €1000 

Dorota Brorowa €1500 

Karen Hendy €1700 

 
Four applicants were awarded funding under the Artist Retreat Bursary: 
 

Ciara Tuite €450 

Dominka Pierkarska €450 

Holger Lonze €500 

Blaithin McDonnell €450 

 
One applicant was awarded funding under the Artist in Schools Bursary: 
 

Pobailscoil Inbhear Scéine €700 

 

• Éigse na Brídeoige, a three-day event was supported by the Arts Act Grant. 

• Ciarraí Art Nexus supported by the Arts Act Grant produced St. Brigid’s Day Illumination 
celebrating Lá le Bríde across Cahersiveen. 

• The Biddy’s Day festival took place in Mid Kerry featuring music, storytelling and crafts 
workshops. 

 
Creative Ireland 
 
Creative Ireland Kerry invited applications for the Creative Communities Grants Scheme 2026. 
The Scheme is funded by Creative Ireland and supported by Kerry County Council.  
 
Six projects in Kenmare MD were awarded Creative Communities Grants:  
 

Wise Wool Project Beaufort €5,000 

The Cable, A Social History Perspective of 
the impact of the Transatlantic Cable  

Killorglin €3,000 

K-Visual - Children's Workshops  Glenbeigh €3,000 

Hands On, Ink Up - preserving and 
promoting traditional print methods 

Killorglin  €3,500 

Skellig Coast Dark Sky Festival  Caherdaniel €1,700 
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The Mantle - A Community Arts Project, 
Rossbeigh Strand 

Kenmare €4,500 

Cur le Chéile - Festival Development & 
Sustainability & Older People’s Storytelling 

Caherdaniel  €4,000 

 
 
Kerry Libraries 
 
Release of 1926 Census 

The 1926 Census will be released to the public on the 18th of April 2026. In accordance with the 

100-year rule, the collection of more than 700,000 individual household returns from the 1926 

census will be made freely available and fully searchable on that date on the National Archives 

website [www.nai.ie].  

 

Ireland Reads 2026 

A successful Ireland Reads Day was celebrated nationwide on Saturday, 28 February with 1,830 

people visiting Kerry libraries on the day. Furthermore, a total of 129 people visited Caherciveen 

Library and 121 people called in to Kenmare Library.  

 

 

Bridget Fitzgerald, Acting Director of Capital Delivery, Climate Resilience and Culture  

 

 
 
(c) Notices of Motion 
 
1.Cllr. N. Moriarty: That a portion of the TII Ring of Kerry pavement repair funding be used to 
properly resurface the section of 300 m approximately that is in appalling condition at Caitin 
Beaters and the Viaduct. 
 
Reply: TII have allocated funding to have this section of the N70 resurfaced in 2026. 
 
Cllr. D. McCarthy seconded the motion. 
 
2. Cllr. N. Moriarty: That a portion of TII Ring of Kerry funding also be assigned for the repair 
of the section of very poor road surface at Coad cross towards Castlecove. 
 
Reply: This section of the N70 will be examined and its condition brought to the attention of the 
TII for consideration. 
 
Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey seconded the motion. 
 

http://www.nai.ie/
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3. Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey: Can Kerry County Council consider applying for funding to create 
a temporary footpath on the N70 from Carrolls Cove to the Lambs Head junction, Caherdaniel 
as it is extremely dangerous for the many people that must walk this section of road during the 
tourist season. 

Reply: This location will be examined and discussed with the TII Safety Division having regard 
to the constraints at the location.  

Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey said the landowners will engage with Kerry County Council.  

Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 

4. Cllr. P. Foley: Can Kerry County Council provide €5,000 in emergency funding to save the 
dunes in Rossbeigh and the voluntary group. 
 
Reply: Kerry County Council with explore funding opportunities with the local group. 
 
Mr. P. Teahan, SEE, advised that he would arrange for the unit responsible to contact the 
group in relation to grant funding opportunities. 

Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 

5. Cllr. P. Foley:  I am requesting an immediate CPO of the Bianconi carpark, as after 25 years 
of failed negotiations, we need that carpark now more than ever, especially before the 
regeneration project starts resulting in loss of parking.  
 
Reply: Part 8 planning approval in accordance with section 179 (3) of the Planning and 
Development Acts 2000 (as amended) and Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001(as amended) is in place for the extension to the Bianconi carpark.  This land is privately 
owned. Kerry County Council have had extensive negotiations with these landowners but have 
not been able to reach any agreement to date. We will contact these landowners again to 
determine if we can acquire this land by agreement. 
 
Mr. J. Nolan Municipal District Manager confirmed the situation is under examination and 
suggested that an alternative location for the car park is being considered.  
 
This Motion was not seconded by the Elected Members. 
 
6. Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey: Will Kerry County Council continue to apply for funding to upgrade 
further sections of the N71 at Bonane between Dromannassig and Baureraugh which are in a 
very bad state of repair. 
 
Reply: This section of the N71 will be examined and its condition brought to the attention of the 
TII. 
 
Cllr. D. McCarthy seconded the motion. 
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7. Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey: Can Kerry County Council apply for funding to upgrade the section 
of the N70 between the L11603(Brackaharagh) junction and the L11604(Coad Cross) junction. 
 
Reply: TII have allocated funding to have this section of the N70 resurfaced in 2026. 

Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 

8. Cllr. J. Healy-Rae: That Kerry County Council would resurface parts of Henry Street 
Kenmare. 
 
Reply: This section of the N71 will be examined and its condition brought to the attention of the 
TII for consideration. 

Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 

9. Cllr. D. McCarthy: Will the road works on the Bell Height be extended to the Sound Bridge 
(Our Ladies Bridge Kenmare). 

Reply: The works in this section have been carried out in March 2026. 
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 

10. Cllr. J. Healy-Rae: That Kerry County Council would give an update of the progress of the 
pedestrian crossing at Kilgarvan church? 

Reply: A new bus stop is proposed for Kilgarvan in the vicinity of the Church.  A controlled 
pedestrian crossing will be required as part of this bus stop.  This bus stop will progress to design 
stage in Q3 2026 and will require Section 38 approval. 
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 
 
11. Cllr. J. Healy-Rae: Can Kerry County Council give an update on all projects in Killorglin and 
what money is to be spent? 
 
Reply: In March 2023 Kerry County Council secured Category 2 €961,800 RRDF funding out of 
a total project cost of €1,202,250 for implementation of a number of interventions for the town. 
 
Killorglin Public Realm 

• An Architect led multi-disciplinary design team have completed the designs for Public 
Realm Improvements in Killorglin Town Centre. 

• The Part 8 planning process commenced on the 15th of October 2025, and the Part 8 
planning was adopted on the 30th of January 2026. 

• The Architect led multi-disciplinary design team are now working on the detailed designs 
for Public Realm Improvements in Killorglin Town Centre. 
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• Kerry County Council will be submitting a Category 1 funding application to the RRDF for 
the construction of this project.  

 
Killorglin Court House  
In September 2024 Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) Category 1 Grant 
Funding of €640,000 out of a total of €840,000 was announced to advance the following project 
through tender and construction stage: 
Conservation and renovation of the Court House Building at Killorglin 

• Kerry County Council are currently waiting on Gate 3 approval (proceed to construction) 
from the RRDF.  

• Estimated construction works to commence in Q2 2026. 
 
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion 
 
 
(d) Questions  
 
1. Cllr. T. Cahill: That Kerry County Council provide an update on the progress of the proposed 
pontoon extension and slipway extension at Portmagee and slipway extension at Renard 
including the status of the Maritime Area Consent (MAC) application submitted to the Maritime 
Area Regulatory Authority (MARA) and outline the anticipated timelines for the planning process, 
securing funding from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, and the delivery of 
the project? 
 
Reply: The Maritime Area Consent (MAC 240060) for the proposed extension to the slipway at 
Renard was granted by MARA on 6 March 2026. Kerry County Council will begin preparing the 
necessary documentation to commence the statutory planning process. 
 
There is no dedicated funding scheme within DAFM for slipway extensions, but other funding 
sources are currently being investigated. 
 
KCC applied for a Maritime Area Consent (MAC 240036) for the proposed work at Portmagee 
(in relation to pontoon and slipway extension) in 2025, with receipt of the application confirmed 
by MARA. A recent request from MARA for further information was received by KCC in early 
2026 and this is currently being compiled. Once the MAC has been approved, KCC will begin 
the statutory planning process. Funding sources are currently being investigated. 
 
Cllr. T. Cahill requested that applications be progressed as soon as possible. 
 
2. Cllr. T. Cahill: That Kerry County Council provide an update and progress report on the 
coastal protection and flooding applications for Rossbeigh, Cromane and Waterville, including 
the current status of each application and the anticipated timelines for progressing these 
projects. 
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Reply: Kerry County Council are progressing the appointment of a specialist coastal 
Consultancy firm to develop applications to the OPW for works in Rossbeigh and Cromane, as 
recommended by the Castlemaine Harbour CFERMS. Timelines for the works will become 
available after the applications are submitted (by end Q3) and engagement begins with the 
OPW. Waterville was not part of this CFERMS but the Coastal section will liaise with local 
stakeholders to discuss their concerns about coastal erosion in this area. 
 
Cllr. T. Cahill urged that the application be progressed. 
 
3. Cllr. J. Healy-Rae: Now that Kerry County Council have tendered out sections of the 
greenway can we have a timeline for its completion? 
 
Reply: The South Kerry Greenway is being opened on a phased basis and a presentation has 
been given to the elected members outlining the current Opening Strategy. The elected 
members will be briefed on any future updates to the Opening Strategy as dates are finalised. 
 
Cllr. J. Healy-Rae requested that landowners would be paid by the end of 2026. 
 
 
4. Cllr. J. Healy-Rae: Can Kerry County Council outline when the old railway bridge at mountain 
stage will be removed? 
 
Reply: The works associated with the Old Railway Bridge at Mountain Stage are currently 
scoped in an upcoming Design & Build Works Contract which is due to be tendered in Q2 2026 
subject to the necessary approvals. It is anticipated that the works will be undertaken in 2027. 
 
Mr. P. Teahan, SEE, said these works are part of the South Kerry Greenway project.  
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26.03.27.05 (a) To note update report from Community, Climate Action and Operational 

Services 

It was agreed to note the following Report which was circulated:  
 
 
 

                             

Community, Climate Action and Operational 

Services  
Directorate Report 

 

Kenmare Municipal District 

 

 

DATE: 27th of March 2026 
 

Director of Service: Paul Neary 
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1 Community  

 

1.1 CLÁR 2026 

Details of the 2026 CLÁR Programme have been announced by Minister of State for Rural and Community 

Development, Jerry Buttimer. The programme is a targeted capital investment programme for small scale 

infrastructural projects in rural areas which have experienced significant levels of population decline. The funding 

assists in building the resilience of these rural communities. Projects located in designated CLÁR areas can only be 

considered for support. Funding available under the programme has been expanded to include five additional 

areas in Kerry, Ardfert, Arabela, Brewsterfield, Castleisland and Scartaglin. 

The 2026 programme will be delivered through three separate Measures as follows: 

• Measure 1: Developing Community Facilities & Amenities 

• Measure 2: Mobility, Cancer Care, Community First Responder and Meals on Wheels Transport 

• Measure 3: ‘Our Living Islands’ 

The 2026 programme, with an increased budget of €12 million, is now open for applications 

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/policy-

information/cl%C3%A1r-funding-for-small-scale-rural-projects/#clar-programme-for-2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Fire and Emergency Management 

Fire Services and Building Control Section 
Monthly Report for March Council Meetings 2026 

Operation of the Fire Brigade Service: 

• There were 202 mobilisations up to the end of February 2026 which is down from 254 mobilisations for the 
same period in 2025. This represents a 20% decrease in mobilisations. 

• The number of gorse fires at 4 is down from 20 for the same period last year. This represents an 80% 
decrease from the same period last year. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/policy-information/cl%C3%A1r-funding-for-small-scale-rural-projects/#clar-programme-for-2026
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/policy-information/cl%C3%A1r-funding-for-small-scale-rural-projects/#clar-programme-for-2026
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• Chimney fires were at 14 which is up slightly from 13 for the same period last year. This represents an 8% 
increase.  

• Road Traffic Collisions were at 28 which is up from 24 for the same period last year. This represents a 17% 
increase.  

  2025 2026 

  Jan-Feb Jan-Feb 

FIRE OPERATIONS - DETAILS OF OPERATIONAL WORK     

Fires Number     

Chimney Fires 13 14 

Gorse Fires 20 4 

Other Fires 35 24 

Total 68 42 

Special Services Number     

Entrapment 1 2 

Gas/Chemicals 0 0 

Hazardous substances in transit not involving fire 0 2 

Hazardous Substances non-Transit 0 2 

Machinery 0 0 

Miscellaneous* 57 33 

Other rescue 28 19 

Rescue/Removal of persons from water 0 1 

Road traffic accident 24 28 

Water pumping/flooding 4 1 

Total 114 88 

False Alarms Number     

Malicious 0 1 

Good Intent 36 39 

Total 36 40 

Total Number of Incidents 218 170 

Total Number of Mobilisations            254            202  
* Miscellaneous refers to Ambulance Assist Calls, Oil Spillages, Garda Assist Calls. 

 
 
 
Fire Safety and Prevention: 

• Fire Officers continued with inspections of premises in respect of complaints and as otherwise required. 
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Building Control: 

• The number of Commencement Notices / 7 Day Notices received to the end of February was 112 valid 
Commencement Notices, which is a 75% increase for the same period last year.  

• The building control section continues to process Disability Access Certificate applications and also Fire 
Safety Certificate applications. Up to the end of February 2026 a total of 14 No. Disability Access 
Certificate applications had been received which is down from 31 for the same period last year.  A total 
of 27 Fire Safety Certificate applications were received, which is down from 35 for the same period last 
year. This represents a 23% decrease. 

 
Building Control Statistics. 

 
 

BUILDING CONTROL- DETAILS OF OPERATIONAL WORK 

 2025 2026 

 
Jan-
Feb 

Jan-
Feb 

Fire Safety Certificate Applications Received 35 27 

Disability Access Certificate Applications Received 31 14 

Commencement Notices Received 64 112 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Roads Maintenance and Operational Services 

3.1 Kenmare Municipal District Road Works Programme 

Regional and Local Roads 
 

Restoration Improvement Programme 
Restoration Maintenance Programme 
Drainage Programme 
Safety Improvement Works 
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Climate Change Adaptation Allocations 
 

Following the Department of Transport announcing the Regional and Local Road Grants, and TII announcing 
the National Road Grants for 2026, this year’s Schedule of Municipal Works Plan for the Kenmare Municipal 
District, is listed for consideration and adoption under the Item ‘Business prescribed, by Statute’ on the 
Agenda of this meeting.   

 

 

3.2 Strategic Regional & Local Roads 

 
Kenmare Relief Road 
 
The 2026 Regional and Local Road grant allocations have been issued, and the Department of Transport has 
provided a €50,000 Strategic Regional and Local grant allocation for the design development of Phase 2 of 
the Kenmare Relief Rd. & 10-minute town. Tenders to facilitate the award of a multi-year consultancy 
contract to develop the scheme through the relevant project stages in accordance with Departmental 
guidance have been received and a contract has been awarded. The Council’s Roads Section will be 
opening negotiations with the landowners along the scheme with the objective of securing the lands 
necessary by agreement if possible.  
 
The intention is that the Council will be seeking annual Departmental funding for this project through to 
completion. 

 
 

3.3 Other Road and Public Area Works Programmes 

Councillor Specific Municipal District Operations Works are being undertaken as funding is allocated and 

the works are programmed in conjunction with the principal road works programmes. 

Essential drainage maintenance and pothole repairs are continuing in each Engineering Area. 

 

 

3.4 Former Sisters of St. Clare Convent, Kenmare – Repurpose and development of lands 

 

The Part 8 planning procedure associated with this project was completed following the approval of the 

recommendation in the CE Report at the Kenmare MD meeting held on the 30th January 2026.  

 
The various project elements are likely to proceed to construction in phases and an examination of how 

each of the elements could be financed is currently taking place.   
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3.5 Public lighting 

No. of faults reported since last meeting:  76 
No. of faults repaired within 10 working days:  55 
No. of faults repaired outside 10 working days:  2      
 
Outstanding Repairs not completed within 10 working days in the interim period since the last meeting - 
None. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Environmental Services 

 

4.1 Blue Flag Beaches & Green Coast Award 

 

Preparation for the 2026 season has commenced with the advertisement for the position of Beach Lifeguards at 

our Blue Flag beaches. 



Kenmare MD Meeting 27.03.2026 Page 42 of 57 Meeting Minutes 

 

 

Application Form and Candidate Information Booklet were available on the Kerry County Council  

web-site at https://www.kerrycoco.ie/home3/latest-jobs/ 

 
The latest date for receipt of completed application forms was 5.00 p.m. on Thursday, 26 February 2026 

 
 

4.2 Control of Dogs  

Dogs Statistics January - December 2026 

 2025            Jan - Feb 2026 

Number of Dog Licences Issued  13,890           2,387 

Number of Dog Fines Issued 46                       5 

Number of dogs Rehomed  78                  20 

During 2025 the Dog, Litter Wardens and Enforcement Officers continue to carry out patrols in towns, beaches, 
amenity areas etc with a view to reducing the level of dog fouling where they will meet with dog walkers, asking 
them how they dispose of their dog’s waste and ensuring that dogs are under effectual control. During Jan – 
December 2025, 278 such patrols were carried out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environmental Services Activity Report from 1st January to 28th February 2026 

Civic Amenity Site Transactions 

Cumulative Waste Transactions for All Waste Stations 

https://www.kerrycoco.ie/home3/latest-jobs/
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Weighbridge 

Transactions 

Weigh Bridge 

Transactions as % of 

Total Transactions 

No. of Bag 

Transactions 

Bag Transactions as % of 

Total Transactions 

Total No. of 

Weighbridge and 

Bag Transactions 

2,502 15% 14,411 85% 16,913 

 

Cumulative Waste and Recycling Tonnage for All Stations 

Weighbridge Waste Tonnage (Incl. Tkt Weight) 

389.83 tons 

Recycling Tonnage for Eco Sense Bags 

71.24 tons 

 

Recycling – Cumulative Sales for All Stations 

Eco Sense packs* sold = 3,975 

                                                                                               *4 Eco Sense bags per pack 

 
 

Environmental Enforcement  

Litter 2025 Jan – Feb 2026 

No. Litter Complaints  600 103 

No. Fines Issued 71 15 

No. Fines Paid To-date 40 6 

No. Court Convictions 2 1 

Total Amount Awarded €1,500 €420 

   

Air - No. Complaints Investigated 35 6 

Air - No. Court Convictions 0 0 

Air - Total Amount Awarded   €0 €0 

   

Waste - No. Complaints Investigated 518 108 
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Waste - No. Court Convictions  0 0 

Waste -Total Amount Awarded   €0 €0 

   

Water - No. Complaints Investigated 186 32 

Water - No. Court Convictions  3 1 

Water - Total Amount Awarded  €3,200 €800 

 
 
 
 
 
4.4 Environmental Awareness 

Christmas and the Circular Economy 

A social and print media campaign highlighting the importance the circular economy during the Christmas period 

was delivered. Posts included ‘look for local’ to support Kerry businesses, stopping food waste, sustainable 

decorations, recycling correctly and information on our civic amenity sites. Our Civic Amenity sites operated 

throughout the Christmas period under a revised schedule which was available on our website at kerrycoco.ie. 

 

County Clean Up – Saturday 11th April 

The 14th County Clean-Up will take place on Saturday 11th April and everyone across the county can get involved 

in the annual litter collection effort. Volunteers can register for the County Clean-Up day at 

www.countycleanup.com or email KWD offices at countycleanup@kwd.ie where KWD staff will be happy to help 

you out and volunteers will receive a registration pack which includes hi-vis vests and red KWD bags. To register for 

litter pickers then please email environ@kerrycoco.ie. They will be available for collection at KCC Environment 

Section located on Maine Street in Tralee. 

 

National Spring Clean 2026 

National Spring Clean is a well recognised and successful anti-litter initiative. Taking place during the whole month 

of April and the campaign encourages every sector of society to actively participate and take responsibility for litter, 

by conducting clean ups in their own local environment. For more information go to: 

https://nationalspringclean.org/ 

 

Circular Cups for Community Events  

Planning an event or festival then choosing reusable cups for events and festivals will make a big 

difference to the environment by preventing waste and reducing litter. Organisers of small-scale events 

and festivals can now avail of pint, half pint and hot beverage cups at a reasonable cost. The cups are 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.countycleanup.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbreda.moriarty%40kerrycoco.ie%7Cfbd6e50fccf0442867eb08de7ec4386d%7C67db9ee02439466dbe39cff05773e5a5%7C0%7C0%7C639087578425983856%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Beq6nwyaLWB7%2BMv6Rfnw5ZwU0iwUHRDwwTAyv7e0%2BIw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:countycleanup@kwd.ie
mailto:environ@kerrycoco.ie
https://nationalspringclean.org/
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washed, dried and stored at a new cup washing facility based in IRD Duhallow and are available for 

community events anywhere in Carlow, Clare, Cork City & County, Kerry, Kilkenny, Limerick, Tipperary, 

Waterford and Wexford. For more information visit: https://mywaste.ie/sustainability/circular-

living/circular-cups-for-community-events-in-the-southern-region/  

 
Rubbish Film Festival 

5 schools supported (Meanscoil Nua an Leith Trúigh, Killorglin Community College, Presentation Secondary School 

Listowel, Causeway Comprehensive School and Pobalscoil Inbhear Scéine) to develop 1 min films with theme of 

Sustainable Development Goals 12 (Responsible consumption and production and 13 Climate Action). Watch on: 

YouTube Channel. Regional winners from Kerry will be put forward to the National Awards, they are as follows: 

 

       Best Movie – Presentation Secondary School Listowel - 'Sustainably Fake' 

      Runner-Up Movie – Pobalscoil Inbhear Scéine – ‘BigFoot' 

      Best Poster – Meán Scoil Nua an Leith Triúigh - 'All Talk' 

The National Awards are due to be held on April 22nd in The Lighthouse Theatre Dublin with streaming also available. 

 

4.5 Burial Grounds  

Kerry County Council continues to carry out works at burial grounds as part of an ongoing Improvement 

Programme. This includes the provision of paths and headstone plinths, and improvements to entrances, gates, 

walls, drainage etc.  

 Repair fencing in Cill Fhaoilain Burial Ground 

 
 
4.6 Climate Actionunity Climate Action Fund 

Under the Community Climate Action Fund, a total of seven community groups in the Kenmare MD were 

successfully awarded funding. Four projects are now completed. The remaining projects are progressing as per 

original agreed milestones with works completed and project awaiting final closeout.  

Below is a table outlining the groups, with amount awarded and project description. 

 

Community  

Group 

Project  

Description 

Total 

allocated 
Project Status 

Sneem Development  

Co-op/Sneem TidyTowns 

Solar powered 

generator & 

active travel 

€17,087.16 Completed 

https://mywaste.ie/sustainability/circular-living/circular-cups-for-community-events-in-the-southern-region/
https://mywaste.ie/sustainability/circular-living/circular-cups-for-community-events-in-the-southern-region/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks.eu1.defend.egress.com%2FWarning%3FcrId%3D67a4dab62948eb155d0e2bff%26Domain%3Dkerrycoco.ie%26Lang%3Den%26Base64Url%3DeNodz81ugkAUQOEHapD544JdUoMGZcqI8SobIqgQlCk4FJGnr-nyJGfzVX3fmk_bPnMuuoaI2eWXzipjmdP9YqyLLk_lZVb8NPZXX9jfyQfjzBP_t4qIsMNbxCzoCgRJh9UR7im_S3RV1sWVqIs4eaK70dK4sHlELEFaTln65NktvY3oHsep9WgQ4HyJvCbRFNLO-GWAXAS8PYAicfR4Rx6WOchYWyWK11nBg2oZV6-9s9SOgjE_NAKpNQ-GDHyerCXyvi7rjMnt1jfoiDQ9aHdlAHE_ENo-mFw507TfkJ6PHgR3yPfHJnQ0hdDPegTjllqJLB4qhmwSfEGchbIOgYRrvut81TfnHL0XJ9wCf-z028UExaXTY0UUetaqVh1bxwlqZEXdNt68iJvKucKxc-WOiD97pXXJ%26%40OriginalLink%3Dd334qm04.eu1.hs-sales-engage.com&data=05%7C02%7Cbreda.moriarty%40kerrycoco.ie%7C6535f68366024a96f64a08dd46c63f41%7C67db9ee02439466dbe39cff05773e5a5%7C0%7C0%7C638744539497973281%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eXxhe1pl9rqeNVdVT4W5uVvpF3zBo46qTqcBGhf8TGs%3D&reserved=0
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Kenmare Tidy Towns 
Solar powered 

bins 
€7,503.00 Completed 

Comhlacht Forbartha an Ghleanna Solar Panels €9,680.00 Completed 

Cahersiveen Tidy Towns 

Community 

Composting & 

rain harvesting 

€7,859.50 Works complete 

Beaufort GAA Club Solar Panels €15,000.00 Works complete 

Coiste Forbartha na Sceilge / Ballinskelligs Tidy Towns 

Solar Panels & 

rain harvesting 

& biodiversity 

€31,500.00 Works complete 

ACARD Solar Panels €20,000.00 Completed 

 
 
(b) Notices of Motion 
 
1. Cllr. N. Moriarty: That additional paths be installed as soon as possible at Dromod Graveyard 
as the graves are now on the last of the available paths in place. 
 
Reply: Based on an assessment of burial trends and the frequency of purchase of new grave 
spaces in Dromod Burial Ground, there are ten years, or more, left of developed graves on the 
current path (on average, two new plots sold per annum). The Burial grounds section 
continuously monitors the servicing of grave spaces in burial grounds across the county to 
ensure demand is being met. 
 
Cllr. D. McCarthy seconded the motion. 

2. Cllr. N. Moriarty:  That we go ahead with adding Meelagulleen Road, Ballinskelligs to the 
new roads programme and not wait any longer for Irish Water to upgrade the mains there. At a 
recent workshop they conceded that they do not have the road listed for mains replacement and 
therefore while we would like to save UE the full cost of upgrading the road after the mains 
replacement when it occurs, we cannot wait indefinitely for that to be done.  

Reply: This local tertiary road in Meelagulleen, Ballinskelligs is not on the current multi annual 
Department of Transport Restoration Improvement Programme (2026-2027). This road will, 
however, be considered for inclusion in the next 3-year Restoration Improvement Programme 
(2028-2030). The road will receive essential maintenance in the interim to the extent allowable 
by local roads upkeep funding. 

 
Cllr. D. McCarthy seconded the motion. 
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3. Cllr. N. Moriarty: That we work where possible to erect advisory signage before another busy 
tourist season commences to ensure we do not have unsuitable vehicles travelling roads that 
are not capable of dealing with such vehicles. Notwithstanding the issues we have with Sat Nav 
companies we need to offer our visitors every opportunity to understand that some roads are too 
narrow for the type and size of vehicle they have. Bealach Oisin, Molls Gap, Bealach Beama, 
Conor Pass and “The Block Road R564 are all roads that have had situations where 
unsuspecting drivers have found themselves if difficult situations. 

Reply: The Council has additional signage on order for the R564 road between Rossbeigh and 
Drom.  

It is, however, proposed that the other routes which include a national secondary road will be 
examined to apply a consistent warning signage regime that could be the subject of a safety 
improvement grant application to the Department of Transport and TII.   

Cllr. D. McCarthy seconded the motion. 

Mr. P. Teahan SEE confirmed that existing signage will be examined.  

4. Cllr. P. Foley: Can we get emergency drainage at Sunhill, Killorglin to prevent houses being 
flooded again. 
Reply: There were no house interiors flooded at Sunhill during recent rainfall events.  Works 
have been identified that are suitable for Councillors Allocations and an estimate will be provided 
on request. 
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 
 
5. Cllr. P. Foley:  Can Kerry County Council fund a skate park in Killorglin as kids from 12 to 17 
have no place of interest to go to in the town.  
 
Reply: Kerry County Council will work with any community group to progress the development 
of a skateboard park in Killorglin. There may be difficulties in identifying a suitable available site. 
Skateparks are high capital cost assets with development costs from €200,000 to €300,000 that 
would require external government grant support. Considering these factors, the initial first step 
for any interested community group would be to seek LEADER funding for a feasibility study 
through South Kerry Development Partnership.   
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 
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Item 4(a) Kerry NRO and Greenways projects update presentation, Mr. P. Curry SE.  
 
Mr. P. Curry, SE, gave an update on the project status.  
 
Cllr. J. Healy-Rae returned to the meeting at 11.07am. 
 
Mr. P. Curry, SE, said while there is no perfect time to carry out these works, 
September/ October is possibly the best time.  
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty noted that this was badly needed investment in the area and stressed 
the importance of communication around the project. She also raised concerns about 
flooding in the area and highlighted the concerns of some locals about the old 
footbridge.  
 
Mr. P. Curry, SE, responded that if there was a drainage impediment it will be dealt with. 
 
Cllr. J. Healy-Rae asked for a timeline on the public realm and queried if the heights of 
the tunnels on the Bonane Road would allow easy passage of coaches coming from 
Bantry.  
 

Mr. P. Curry, SE, advised that the public realm requires statutory consent and is 
expected to be advanced in early 2027. Buses and coaches will be accommodated on 
the Bonane road.  
 

Cllr. J. Healy-Rae also noted that any Road Closures required should be postponed until 
after Christmas.  
 
Cllr. D. McCarthy thanked everyone for the work involved. He enquired about the road 
diversions in place for the Tahilla road works and asked that they be advertised in time 
to minimise disruption.  
 
Cllr. T. O’Sullivan Casey thanked everyone involved. He asked if the ‘Blackwater Tahilla’ 
title on the project will cause confusion in relation to the location of the works.  
 
Mr. P. Curry, SE, clarified the area in which the works will take place.  
 

Cllr. T. Cahill noted he would like to see progress on the Killorglin Inner Relief Road.  
 
6. Cllr. T. Cahill: Can Kerry County Council implement a traffic management plan including 
public lighting from Beaufort bridge to Beaufort Bar? 
 
Reply: In the general context of new public lighting provision, this proposal would be a project 
of scale to provide lighting along this section of the local road over a length of 640m incorporating 
the installation of 22 new lights. It is not feasible to finance a project of this scale at present. 
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 
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7. Cllr. T. Cahill: Can Kerry County Council surface dress the lower section of the Tullig Upper 
Cross to Tullig Lower Cross Road from Holy bush hill to Tullig Cross Lower?  
 
Reply: This section of road is included in the Department of Transport funded 2027 Restoration 
Improvement Programme. 
 
Cllr. T. Cahill welcomed the reply. 
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 
 
8. Cllr. T. Cahill: Can Kerry County Council install public lighting between Castle Cross and the 
football field in Ballinskelligs in the interest of improving pedestrian safety and accessibility for 
residents and visitors using this route? 
 
Reply: In the general context of new public lighting provision, this proposal would be a larger 
scale project to provide lighting along this section of the R566 regional road over a length of 
950m incorporating the installation of 30 new lights. It is not feasible to finance a project of this 
scale at present.  
 

Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. P. Teahan, SEE, stated this would be a significant expense, but it will be kept under 
review. 
 
9. Cllr. T. Cahill: That Kerry County Council urgently examine and pursue the acquisition of 
suitable lands in the vicinity of Ballinskelligs Burial Ground and Dromid Burial Ground for the 
provision of additional parking facilities, in order to alleviate traffic congestion and improve 
accessibility and safety for those attending the burial grounds.  
 
Reply: There are 158 burial grounds under the management of Kerry County Council. An 
annual programme of maintenance work is funded through own resources with the provision of 
paths and access to service new graves being prioritised. There are currently no plans or 
financial allocation to acquire lands for parking. 
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 
 
10. Cllr. T. Cahill: Kerry County Council assess the pedestrian safety issues on the main road 
at Killowen, Kenmare in the vicinity of Killowen Graveyard where the existing footpath ends 
abruptly and consider the introduction of safety measures including the extension of the 
footpath and/or the provision of a safe pedestrian crossing at this location. 

Reply: At Killowen Graveyard there is a public footpath on one side of the R569 Regional 
Road. It would not be feasible to install a pedestrian crossing without extensive footpath works 
on the southern side. This would require land acquisition, new boundary wall and 
accommodation works that are outside the scope of any current funding mechanism.  

Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 
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11. Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey: Can Kerry Council investigate including the R574 Healy Pass 
Road on the next roads programme or seek alternative funding for a full upgrade. 
 
Reply: The R574 Healy Pass Road is not currently included on an improvement programme. 
However, it can be considered for inclusion in the next 3-year Department of Transport funded 
restoration improvement programme which is expected to run from 2028 to 2030. At present 
this is the only funding mechanism available for improvement of this road. 
 
Mr. P. Teahan, SEE, said while specific grants are available, funding levels have been 
reduced. These schemes are targeted at relief roads and large bridges.  
 
Cllr. D. McCarthy seconded the motion. 
 
12. Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey:  Can Kerry County Council carry out an inspection of the speed 
limit signs on the L4040 from the Gap Cross at Fossa to The Gap of Dunloe junction and 
adjoining roads and to see if there are more signs required as a lot of people believe it is an 
80kph speed limit. 
 
Reply: The Council will provide 60 km/h repeater signage at the public road junctions within 
the Kenmare MD along this section of local road. 
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 
 
13. Cllr. D. McCarthy: Would Kerry County Council apply for funding for safety barriers on the 
Sneem side of the Molls Gap Road. 
 
Reply: This section of road will be examined and if the location satisfies departmental standards, 
then the location can be considered for inclusion in a Department of Transport Safety 
Improvement Scheme. 
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 
 
 
14. Cllr. D. McCarthy: Have Kerry County Council applied for funding to resurface the Cloonee 
Road in Tousist and to continue the tarmac on the Lauragh Road before Eskadour on the 
Kenmare side. 
 
Reply: The Clonee Road in Tousist is not currently included on an improvement programme. 
However, it can be considered for inclusion in the next Department of Transport funded 3-year 
restoration improvement programme which is expected to run from 2028 to 2030. There is a 1 
km section on the 2026 programme that is scheduled for improvements at Reenkilla in Lauragh. 
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 
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(c) Questions  
 
1. Cllr. N. Moriarty: That all possible traffic calming measures be examined with a view to 
installing additional elements at Beaufort village? 
 
Reply: The Council has in recent years introduced speed indicator signs on the approaches to 
Beaufort. The environs of the village will be reviewed again by the Road Design Office to 
determine if there are other appropriate measures that could be introduced.   

2. Cllr. N. Moriarty: Can we have two disabled parking spaces installed at the front of O’Neill’s 
Pharmacy Cahersiveen and Devlin’s Supermarket Cahersiveen? 

Reply: The Council will provide a disabled parking space near O Neill’s Pharmacy on West Main 
Street. However, the council is not in a position to provide a disabled space outside Devlin’s 
Supermarket as there is already one located in close proximity to that business and there is a 
loading bay close to the premises also. 

3. Cllr. N. Moriarty: That the issue with drainage that has arisen along the N70 at Brackaharagh, 
Caherdaniel be addressed by TII. A very successful realignment job was carried out however 
there is a low point along with this section that is not meeting the existing drains and needs to 
be dealt with. 

Reply: This matter will be examined and if a solution can be found, then an application will be 
submitted for a supplementary maintenance allocation via TII’s GeoApp. 

4. Cllr. P. Foley: When will the pavement outside Beaufort GAA be started? 
 
Reply: The pavement on this section of local primary road is in good condition and does not 
meet the criteria for inclusion in a Department of Transport funded pavement improvement or 
maintenance scheme. 
 
Mr. P. Teahan, SEE, stated this is a parking area and that the club are not in favour of a 
footpath being provided.  
 
5. Cllr. P. Foley:  Can I get a date for when the road outside the Killorglin Business Park and 
the road into Cromane GAA, Creche and Council graveyard will be repaired? These have been 
requested and are in a dangerous condition.  
 
Reply: The Council will request supplementary maintenance funding from TII for the N70 at 
Killorglin Business Park. In the interim the road will be kept maintained.  
 
The road leading to the GAA pitch in Cromane is a private road that is not in charge of the 
Council. 
 
6. Cllr. P. Foley: Can a point of contact be appointed for the tidy towns group in Killorglin? 
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Reply: Tidy Towns Committees across the County generally have multiple personal contact 
points within the local authority, across a number of sections, including Roads, Community and 
Environment, regarding cleanups, landscaping and grant support such as the Community 
Support Fund.  
 
Initiatives are continually being undertaken to support Tidy Towns and a seminar was held in the 
Ballygarry Hotel on the 25th March 2026. 
 
In this context, it is not practical to have single point of contact.  
 
7. Cllr. P. Foley: When will the School Road pavement, the Library Square and the step off the 
large kerb at the back of CYMS be repaired?  
 
Reply: The pavement repair on school road will be carried out in Q2. Repairs of the flag paving 
in Library Square are ongoing. Access to and egress from the CYMS hall is a matter for the 
property owner to address.  
 
8. Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey: Can Kerry County Council apply for funding from the Department 
for repair works and drainage works to be carried out on sections of the R571 which has been 
affected badly after all the recent rainfall? 
 
Reply: A number of sections on the R-571 regional road are scheduled for drainage works 
through the 2026 Drainage Programme which is included in the Schedule of Municipal District 
Works Plan. 
 
Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey welcomed with reply. 
 
9. Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey: Can Kerry County Council re-examine a previous proposal to 
install a footpath between Killowen Cottages, and the speed limit signs leading into Kenmare 
on the R569? 
 
Reply: This proposed extension of the footpath on the R569 regional road would be located 
outside the town boundary and outside the 50 km/h speed limit zone. There are, therefore, no 
funding mechanisms available to the Council to extend this footpath. 

10. Cllr. T. O’Sullivan-Casey: Can Kerry County Council investigate resolving the flooding issue 
on the N70 at Carrolls Cove, Caherdaniel. 

Reply: This matter will be examined and if a solution can be found, then an application will be 
submitted for a supplementary maintenance allocation via TII’s GeoApp. 

 
11. Cllr. T. Cahill: Can Kerry County Council install picnic benches at Lickeen, Glencar and a 
bench at Reenallagane Beach, Glenbeigh? 
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Reply: Lickeen Field is a community field that is not owned by the Council. The Council also 
does not own any property at Reenallagane. Accordingly, the Council is not in a position to place 
benches at these locations. 

12. Cllr. N. Moriarty: That the footpaths at Riverview, Cahersiveen along the row of houses 
opposite No’s 1-7 (which had the paths replaced approximately two years ago) be repaired. This 
line of footpath opposite is now the one most in need of replacement/upgrade? 

Reply: The repair of these footpaths will be considered for inclusion in the 2026 footpath 
programme. 

Cllr. N. Moriarty welcomed the reply. 

13. Cllr. N. Moriarty: That a section of road at Killurly Ballinskelligs be added to the drainage 
programme as it is in very poor repair? 

Reply: This section of Killurly Road (L-11525) in Ballinskelligs is on the 2026 Restoration 
Improvement Programme. Drainage improvements will be undertaken as part of the overall road 
restoration works. 

14. Cllr. J. Healy-Rae: Can Kerry County Council outline what grave spaces we have left in 
each graveyard in our Municipal District? 

Reply: Burial Ground No of Total Graves Available 31/01/2026 

Abbeyisland *Extension 120 
Ardmoneel  (Killorglin) 600 
Ballinskelligs new 790 
Ballynakilla 115 
Churchtown Lawn 1216 
Cill Fhaoláin, Cahersiveen  570 
Coad New 100 
Cromane  750 
Dromod 240 
Gortagass (Kenmare New/Holy Cross) 650 
Holy Cross,Caherciveen 42 
Kilgarvan new 170 
Kilmakilloge 100 
Kylemore   (Valentia) 180 
Maulagallane   (Sneem) 165 
Portmagee 750 
Shroneahiree (Incharoo) Informal layout –adequate green space to service graves into the 
future 
Templenoe new 113 
The Glen new 340 
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Cllr. J. Healy-Rae welcomed the reply and thanked Kerry County Council. 

15. Cllr. J. Healy-Rae: Can Kerry County Council carry out extra drainage works urgently as 
roads have got an awful battering in the last couple of months. 
 
Reply: The extent of the proposed Drainage Programme funded directly by the Department of 
Transport is outlined in the Schedule of Municipal District Works Plan that is being considered 
at Item 1(b)(1) of this agenda. Significant drainage works will also be incorporated into the 
schemes that are being funded under the Restoration Improvement Programme. Drainage is 
also carried out under the Discretionary Maintenance allocation.  
 
Drainage will also be improved as part of the TII funded national secondary pavement 
improvement programme. 
 
Cllr. P. Foley left the meeting at 12:17. 
 
16. Cllr. D. McCarthy: What action does Kerry County Council have in place for people who do 
not have their hedgerows cut after the deadline. 
 
Reply: Section 40 of the Wildlife Act 1976 prohibits the cutting, grubbing, burning or other 
destruction of vegetation growing on “any land not then cultivated” between 1st March and 31st 
August annually. 
 
However, the legislation allows for an exemption for felling, cutting, lopping, trimming or removal 
of a tree, shrub, hedge or other vegetation pursuant to Section 70 of the Roads Act, 1993 which 
deals with hedges that are a hazard to people using a public road. 
 
Where overgrown hedges represent a hazard on sections of the public road, the Council is 
continuing to pursue enforcement action against landowners in the Kenmare MD.  
 
17. Cllr. D. McCarthy: Could Kerry County Council clean all footpaths, graveyard footpaths, and 
piers to prevent moss build up and the danger of pedestrians slipping. 
 
Reply: As outlined in the Schedule of Municipal District Works Plan, the algae is cleaned from 
slipways twice per year and as required.  There is no further cleaning of moss or algae 
incorporated into the plan. 
 
18. Cllr. D. McCarthy: What action does Kerry County Council have in place for the debris left 
on the main roads after the hedge cutting.  
 
Reply: At a limited number of locations on the public road network, any broken vegetation 
remaining after hedge cutting will be picked up during skirting operations. However, in the vast 
majority of instances the debris will be absorbed into the margin over time. 
 
19. Cllr. D. McCarthy: There should be advertising in place for all elderly people to have their 
affairs such as public service cards and bank details in order while they are able to do so. 
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Reply: There are a number of supports available to help older people to put their affairs in order, 
including: 
 
Citizens Information Centres which provide free guidance, advice and advocacy in relation to 
planning ahead in practical ways. Citizens Information Centres in Kerry are located in 
Cahersiveen, Killarney and Tralee and can be contacted by telephone on 0818 07 7780 of at 
their website https://www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
The Decision Support Service (DSS), a state service established in 2023, supports adults who 
may require help, now or in the future, to exercise their right to make decisions about personal 
welfare, property, or affairs. The DSS can be contacted by telephone on: (01) 211 9750 or at 
their website https://www.decisionsupportservice.ie/ 
 
Many banks also have dedicated customer support services for older people who may need help 
organising their finances safely. 
 
Cllr. D. McCarthy said it is important to highlight these services.  
 
20. Cllr. D. McCarthy: Have Kerry County Council applied for funding on the Dreenavollig Road 
in Sneem. 
 
Reply: The Derreenavurrig road is currently not included on a programme. However, it can be 
considered for inclusion in the next Department of Transport funded 3-year restoration 
improvement programme which is expected to run from 2028 to 2030. 
 
 
26.03.27.06. Motions / Questions relevant to other Directorates or issues not relevant to 
Kerry County Council business. 
 
(a) Notices of Motion 
 
1. Cllr. D. McCarthy: That Kerry County Council write to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine to enquire if there is a solution for farmers who cannot spread slurry during bad 
weather and to avoid welfare issues. 
 
Reply: This is a matter for resolution by the members. 
 
Cllr. J. Healy-Rae seconded the motion. 
 
 
2. Cllr. J. Healy-Rae: That Kerry County Council write to the Minister requesting more funding 
for local improvement schemes. 
 
Cllr. J. Healy-Rae stated that no applications have been processed since 2019. He also 
noted that some of the applications have proceeded as the applicants passed away. 
 

tel:0818%2007%207780
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.citizensinformation.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmichelle.galvin%40kerrycoco.ie%7C5a222f034c9f47e0504a08de88c42e7a%7C67db9ee02439466dbe39cff05773e5a5%7C0%7C0%7C639098573361351036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Aov9xn48P6qjPamG7qp1Ldv6Ja7l0I40lwd4bdGOY9k%3D&reserved=0
file:///C:/Users/eileen.odonoghue/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/OI6XP3ZW/(01)%20211%209750
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.decisionsupportservice.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmichelle.galvin%40kerrycoco.ie%7C5a222f034c9f47e0504a08de88c42e7a%7C67db9ee02439466dbe39cff05773e5a5%7C0%7C0%7C639098573361382710%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L6ks0exrnjwKiXB6ZOyg%2FuEwvOlNBwA6K7OQxZLpm58%3D&reserved=0
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Reply: This is a matter for resolution by the members. 
 
Cllr. N. Moriarty seconded the motion. 
 
 
(b) Questions  
 
1. Cllr. T. Cahill: That Kerry County Council provide an updated report on all progress made in 
securing a suitable site for a playground in Beaufort and a progress report on any other relevant 
information pertaining to same? 
 
Reply: In line with its agreed policy, the Council will continue collaborating with local community 
groups in the Beaufort area to provide a playground. For any suitable site, the Council will 
assume responsibility for maintenance and insurance upon completion by the group. However, 
the Council currently does not have any suitable sites available for the development of this 
amenity. 
 
Cllr. T. Cahill asked Kerry County Council to liaise with Beaufort community group. 
 
 
7. To consider the reception of the following Deputation 
 

- Representatives of Scoil Deararca, Valentia in respect of public amenities and speed 
issues and speed control. 
 
Jointly requested by Cllr. J. Healy-Rae and Cllr. N. Moriarty 
 

- Urgent Flooding risk of Family homes in Cromane. 
 
Requested by Cllr. T. Cahill 

 
- Urgent Flooding risk of Family homes in Rossbeigh/Inch area 

 
           Requested by Cllr. T. Cahill 
 

 
8.  To agree dates for the following meetings: 

• Kenmare MD Meeting Friday May 29th, 2026 

 

9. Correspondence 
 
The following Correspondence was noted. 
 

Reply from Office of Minister of State Special Education 

Reply from Commission for Communications Regulation 
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Reply from Office of Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

 
 
10. Matters arising from the Minutes as confirmed at 1 above. 
 
 
11. Any Other Business 
 
Cllr. J. Healy-Rae enquired about the timeline for the extension to the pontoons in 
Portmagee. 
 
Mr. J. Nolan Municipal District Manager undertook to forward details regarding the 
extension of the pontoons at Portmagee.  
 
It was noted that a briefing on the Speed Limit Review will be held online 24th April 2026. 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 12.27 pm. 
 
 
________________      __________________________ 
S. Horgan        Cllr. N. Moriarty 
Meetings Administrator/                                             Cathaoirleach of Kenmare MD 
AO Corporate Service 
     


